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Divine Service 
Sunday ς 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

 

April 3, 2016 Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Welcome to Peace! ɀ The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and 
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

Before Worship  
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before 
the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Prayer of the Day  

O risen Lord, You came to Your disciples and took away their fears with Your word of 
peace.  Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 
comforting assurance of Your abiding presence; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

For the Children  

A Cry-Room is available if your little ones need a moment.  It is the first room on the 
left as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room to 
enable you to hear and see the service. 

Facilities  

Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 
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The Divine Service  with Holy Communion  
Rite 1, p. 41 

 
 

Opening Prayer  

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to 
hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
ǳǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 

Hymn #340ȟ ȰAlleluia! Jesus Livesȱ 

The Confession of Sin 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:  
  We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and 

born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended 
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect 
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity. 

  Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your 
holy justice and of everlasting death.  Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should 
hate in every way as long as we live. 

  O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly 
goodness.  According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only-
begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 
for our justification: 

  Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts 
to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the 
forgiveness of all our sins.  We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 
offended against us.  We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness.  Help us, O God, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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The Kyrie Eleison (Lord, have mercy)  
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The Absolution  

P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: 
  Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

  Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all 
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the Highest) 

P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
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The Salutation  

 
The Collect 
P: [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅΧƻƴŜ DƻŘΣ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ 
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The Lesson ɀ Acts 5:12, 17-32 
12The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. 

And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's /ƻƭƻƴƴŀŘŜΦ Χ 
17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 

Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and 
brought them out. 20"Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the 
full message of this new life."  

21At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to 
teach the people.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the 
Sanhedrin-- the full assembly of the elders of Israel-- and sent to the jail for the 
apostles. 22But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went 
back and reported, 23"We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at 
the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside." 24On hearing this 
report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering 
what would come of this.  

25Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the 
temple courts teaching the people." 26At that, the captain went with his officers and 
brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people 
would stone them.  

27Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be 
questioned by the high priest. 28"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," 
he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make 
us guilty of this man's blood."  

29Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! 30The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him 
on a tree. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might 
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32We are witnesses of these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 

The Epistle  ɀ Revelation 1:4 -18 
4John,  

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-- to him be glory and power 
for ever and ever! Amen.  
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7Look, he is coming with the clouds,  
 and every eye will see him,  
even those who pierced him;  
 and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  
  So shall it be! Amen.  
8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and 

who is to come, the Almighty."  
9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 

endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. 10On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11which said: "Write on a scroll what you see 
and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea."  

12I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was someone "like a son 
of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around 
his chest. 14His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes 
were like blazing fire. 15His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice 
was like the sound of rushing waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, and out 
of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in 
all its brilliance.  

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand 
on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades. 

The Holy Gospel ɀ John 20:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel for the Second Sunday of Easter is written in the 20th chapter of the 
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 19th verse. 

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

21Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you." 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven."  

24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  
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But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  

26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 
be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  

28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  
29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The Creed 

P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
  Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  Very God of Very God, 
  Begotten, not made, 
  Being of one substance with the Father, 
  By Whom all things were made; 
  Who for us men and for our salvation 
   came down from heaven 
   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man; 


