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MARCH 11, 2018

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we
ask You graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with Your salvation;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #227:1, 2, 5, 6 “SALVATION UNTO US IS COME”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P:

Lift up your hearts unto God!
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given His only
Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us
all. Amen.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – NUMBERS 21:4-9
4They

set out from Mount Hor along the road to the Red Sea to go around the land
of Edom, but the people became very impatient along the way. 5The people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? Look, there is no food! There is no water! And we are disgusted by
this worthless food!”
6The LORD sent venomous snakes among the people, and the snakes bit the people.
As a result many people from Israel died. 7The people went to Moses and said, “We
have sinned, because we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the
LORD to take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed on behalf of the people.
8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a venomous snake and put it on a pole. If anyone
who is bitten looks at it, he will live.” 9Moses made a bronze snake and put it on the
pole. If a snake had bitten anyone, if that person looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 2:4-10
4But God, because he is rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved

us, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses. It is by grace
you have been saved! 6He also raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 7He did this so that, in the coming ages, he might
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demonstrate the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
8Indeed, it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.
10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared in advance so that we would walk in them.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 3:14-21
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is written in the Third chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 14th verse.
14“Just

as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be
lifted up,
that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18The one
who believes in him is not condemned, but the one who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten
Son of God. 19This is the basis for the judgment: The light has come into the world, yet
people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20In
fact, everyone who practices wicked things hates the light and does not come toward
the light, or else his deeds would be exposed. 21But the one who does what is true
comes toward the light, in order that his deeds may be seen as having been done in
connection with God.”
15so

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life of the world to come.
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HYMN #403:1-4 “GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE”
THE SERMON – JOHN 3:14-21

JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
(Malachi 3:10)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; You bid Your people
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in
faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
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My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #451 “ALL THAT I WAS”
#459 “LORD OF GLORY, WHO HAS BOUGHT US”
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #592 “PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #597:1-2 “SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: Jason DeWitt, Paul Fries, Nick Hauman, Tom Kuster;
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
12-6 PM
Monday:
3:00 PM
5:30 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday: 8 AM - 5:30 PM
8:10 AM
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
8 AM - 5:30 PM
6:30 AM
Saturday: 8 AM – 6:00 PM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
March
Lenten Meals
March 11th
March 18th
1-4 PM
th
March 20
6-8 PM
March 23rd 10 AM & 2 PM
March 24th
9A – 12P
March 25th
7PM
Friday:

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Directory Photos Taken
Youth Choir Rehearsal
High School Choir Rehearsal
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Council Meeting
M.O.M.s Bible study@ Mt. Olive
Directory Photos Taken
M.O.M.s Bible study@ Mt. Olive
Catechism class
Lenten Meal
Lenten Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal after service
Nominations Committee Meeting
Directory Photos Taken
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Directory Photos Taken
Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service
Group 5 – Refreshments; Group 3 – Greeters
3/14 – Group 5; 3/21 – Group 6
School singing Sunday @ Mt. Olive

Lutheran Pioneers @ Lake Crystal Recreation Center

Preschool Open House & Early Registration
Preschool Play – “Oobleck”
Open House for members and community
“Evidence for Easter” presentation at BLC

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”
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Attention all members – the Lenten season is upon us and each group
will be providing one Lenten meal. Thank you to Group 4 for the delicious
meal last Wednesday! Group 5 is this Wednesday, group 6 the following
Wednesday. Group 5 will be serving a Gluten Free & Dairy Free option on the 14th. We
want everyone to feel welcome to enjoy dinner at church before the service. Since this
is our first time serving with an announcement and we are unsure how many Gluten
Free/Dairy Free folks are in the congregation, it will be a first come, first serve basis.
A new church pictorial directory is being put together. Denice will take
pictures for us at no charge (however, you may purchase copies of your
pictures from Denice). We need everyone to participate to make this a
success. Please sign-up at https://familyphoto.youcanbook.me and select the
time that works best for you. There are sign-up sheets on the cabinet in the narthex if
you wish to sign-up that way. You can also call Karen at 385-1386 on M-F 8-4 to sign-up.
Picture dates are March 11th from 12-6; 14th & 16th from 8-5:30; 17th from 8-6; 24th from
8-6; 25th from 12-6.
JESUS’ LAMBS AT PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE, DON’T MISS IT! Calling all
volunteers to save the Tuesday, March 20, 6-8 p.m. date! If you could come
for an hour or so to help with crafts, games, face-painting and/or food, we
certainly would appreciate your help.
Please email Joslyn at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. To parents who would like to enroll your child for next year,
save the date as well! A few students from Bethany Lutheran College will be here to talk
to the children about Penguins and Antartica. Don’t miss the Penguin Dance! We also
are featuring our Spring Play, Oobleck, presented by our M/W/F classes at 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. on Friday, March 23. Come and see how King Derwin learns to be thankful for the
weather God provides all of us!
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions
with a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook
and YouTube. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you probably know
them). We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and an option to receive these devotions in email form. Visit
PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
Family Night - Burgers and Bingo – Please join us for our next Family Night
on Friday, April 13th at 6:00pm. Our theme for the evening is Burgers and
Bingo. We’ll provide the burgers and hot dogs for the meal and we ask that
you bring a side dish to share. Our Bingo Night will feature a fun emoji theme
with prizes for each round! We are in need of new or gently used prizes. If you have any
items to donate, please drop them off in the church office by Wednesday, April 11 th. We
are also looking for people to help grill and serve in the kitchen. Please contact Pastor
Moldstad at pastormoldstad@gmail.com if you are able to help.
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Check Out Our New Christian Bookshelf – We recently added a bookshelf
near the coffee bar in the new addition. This bookshelf is intended to provide
members and guests with high quality and doctrinally sound devotional
material. Currently there are resources for family devotions, individual
devotion and study, ELS resources, evangelism, Christian life, and Christian
finance. There is a suggested donation for each book. Check it out!
Last week at Peace: Sunday
394
Wednesday
180
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $9,520.24
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (8:30AM).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can
choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only streaming and
recording during the 8:30 service.

Midweek Lenten Services
Lent is a special time in the church year when the church focuses on Jesus’ Passion and
on our own sins which brought him to the cross. The Lutheran Church has traditionally
offered special midweek Lenten Services during this season. Join us for this special
opportunity to once again follow Jesus on the road to the cross and to consider all he
endured for us. Peace offers the following midweek services:

Join
Us
For
Supper!
Lenten suppers will be served
from 5:15-6:15PM every
Wednesday during the Lenten
season. We have awesome
cooks in our congregation –
come and enjoy the food and
fellowship!

Midweek Lenten services
are held Wednesdays at 6:30pm.
The theme is

“The Sounds of Lent — ”

March 14
March 21
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The Crowing of the Rooster
The Clinking of the Coins

3/25 Palm Sunday
8:30AM
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
10:45AM
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
3/29 Maundy Thursday
6:30PM
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
3/30 Good Friday
6:30PM
Service of the Cross of
Christ
4/1 Easter Sunday
6:30AM
Sunrise Service
7:30AM
Easter Breakfast
9:00AM
Festival Service
10:00AM
Easter Egg Hunt

Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
One year before the ELS was reorganized the merger of Norwegian
church bodies occurred. The former Norwegian Synod, overlooking
what had happened in the 1880s, unfortunately went along into the
merger with churches who had opposed the scriptural position on
predestination. The merger came about on the basis of a 1912
doctrinal compromise document known as the “Madison
Settlement.”
On Saturday, June 16 the ELS Historical Society will revisit the ELS convention of 100
years ago at Albert Lea and Lime Creek beginning at 3:00 p.m. The registration fee for the
meeting and lunch is $15. Following the catered lunch, we will go to the Lime Creek
Church for a commemorative service. Bus transportation, if there are enough people to
fill a bus, will be $15 additional. The bus would depart from BLC at about 1:00 p.m. and
return by 9:30 p.m. To determine if there is sufficient interest in taking a bus, there is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. The deadline for signing up for the bus is Sunday, March
25. Registration for the meeting and lunch is due June 1 and information about payment
will be coming in the future.
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March 18th – Booster Club Auction, Lunch 11AM, Auction 1PM
March 28th – Sacred Concert, 7PM.

Job Opening - We are inviting anyone interested in working at Jesus Loves Me Learning
Center, North Mankato, MN to stop in, email lingjlm@hickorytech.net, or call 507 508
2041. Wages are competitive, working with kids is awesome, and hours can be flexible.

Events at Bethany Lutheran College
Mon. Mar. 12 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel - Bekesh Trio concert, with sopranos Jennifer
Haugen and Kathryn Wurster. Admission is FREE, with free will donations collected to
support BLC's "All Steinway Campus" initiative, to replace the college's aging pianos with
new Steinways.
Palm Sunday, March 25, at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel for a free lecture. Evidence for Easter:
Explore the Historical Records of the Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. The BLC History
Dept. and the In Depth series invite you to join Christian apologist Allen Quist, author of
The Reason I Believe (CPH, 2017).
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