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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life for the sheep.
Lead us now to the still waters of Your life-giving Word that we may abide in Your
Father’s house forevermore; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

YOUTH CHOIR: “LIFT HIGH EV’RY VOICE”
Lift high every voice, come, sing and rejoice;
all lands and all peoples sing praise to the Lord. Sing alleluia.
Let flute, harp, and trumpet their music go 'round.
Let hills sing their echoes, let floods add their sound.
Sing praise to the Lord; sing alleluia.
Come, sing a joyful song, sing to the Lord, sing praise to the Lord.
Selected verses from Psalm 98 J.S. Bach, arr. Hal Hopson
Copyright ©2012 Choristers Guild Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
P:

Lift up your hearts unto God!
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given His only
Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us
all. Amen.
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – ACTS 4:23-33
23After

Peter and John were released, they went to their own friends and reported
everything the high priests and the elders had said. 24When they heard this, with one
mind they raised their voices to God and said, “Master, you are the God who made
the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. 25By the Holy Spirit, through
the mouth of our father David, your servant, you said:
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Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26The kings of the earth take their stand,
and the rulers are gathered together
against the Lord
and against his Anointed One.
27“For certainly, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles
and people of Israel, were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom
you anointed. 28They did whatever your hand and your plan had decided beforehand
should happen.
29“Now Lord, look at their threats and give to your servants the ability to keep on
speaking your word with all boldness 30as you stretch out your hand to heal and as
signs and wonders take place through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31After they prayed, the place where they were gathered was shaken. Also,
everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the word of God
with boldness.
32The whole group of believers was one in heart and soul. No one claimed that any
of his possessions was his own, but they held everything in common. 33The apostles
continued to testify about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ with great power,
and abundant grace was on all of them.

HYMN #371 “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT”
THE EPISTLE – 1 JOHN 3:1-2
1See

the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of
God, and that is what we are! The world does not know us, because it did not know
him. 2Dear friends, we are children of God now, but what we will be has not yet been
revealed. We know that when he is revealed we will be like him, and we will see him
as he really is.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 10:11-18
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is written in the 10th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 11th verse.
11“I

am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the sheep. He sees the wolf
coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters
them. 13Because he works for money, he does not care about the sheep.
12The
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14“I

am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me 15(just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father). And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I also
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17This is why the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again. 18No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the authority to lay it down, and
I have the authority to take it up again. This is the commission I received from my
Father.”

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
7

and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life of the world to come.

HYMN “JESUS, SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP”

CW #436
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Text: Henry Cook, 1788-1868, alt.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-76, alt.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE SERMON – JOHN 10:11-18

THE GOOD SHEPHERD LAYS DOWN
HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
(Malachi 3:10)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, but chiefly are we bound
to praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He
is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the
world. By His death He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
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THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #370 “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS”
#406 “LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART”
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS LITTLE LAMB”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: Jason DeWitt, Paul Wold, Adie Harstad, Doyle Holbird;
Youth Choir; Accompanist & Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM
Monday:
3:00 PM
5:30 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday:
8:10 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
Thursday:
7:00 PM
Saturday:
8:00 AM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
April
May 4th
5:30 PM
May 4th
6:00 PM
May 5th
6:30 PM
May 6th
10:45 AM
May 20th
Noon

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Pioneers @ Peace
Youth Choir Rehearsal
High School Choir Rehearsal
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Stewardship Meeting
M.O.M.s Bible study @ Mt. Olive
M.O.M.s Bible study @ Mt. Olive
Catechism class
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation Examination at Mt. Olive
Children’s Clothing Sale
Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service
Group 6 – Refreshments; Group 4 – Greeters
Day of Hope at BLC (Benefit for Polly Browne)
Confirmation Examination, everyone invited
Ladies’ Paint Night
Confirmation Sunday
Voter’s Meeting

If you ordered flowers for Easter, and would like to take your flowers
home, please get them before you leave today. There will be bags
available, in the front right room, to protect them if it is too cold outside.
Some plants have been moved into that room, also.
If you ordered family portraits from Denice Woller at the time of the
directory picture, you can pick them up today. They are in Karen’s office.
The 2018 Annual Meeting of the New 2 You Family Thrift Store will be
held Sunday, April 22 at 2:00pm. This meeting will be held at St Paul's
Lutheran Church in North Mankato. Our annual Volunteer Recognition Tea will
also be held from 2-4pm in conjunction with the annual meeting. All interested
individuals are welcome to attend.
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Confirmation Examination at Mt. Olive - Peace members: Caleb
DeWitt, Sam Halvorson, and Morgan Paulsen are students at Mt. Olive who
will be participating in their confirmation examination night on Thursday,
April 26th, at 7pm. These three students will be included with five other
members being confirmed at Peace on Sunday, May 6th, at 10:45am. Come out to Mt.
Olive’s examination night to show your support for these confirmands!
Children’s Clothing Needed - A group from Bethany Lutheran College is
organizing a children's clothing sale at Peace Lutheran Church on April 28th.
If you would like to donate clothing items (up to teens sizes), please drop them off at
Peace Lutheran Church narthex table clothing donation box or the porch of Karina
Clennon at 166 Long Street, Mankato. Her phone number is 507-380-1030.
Join us on May 5th at 6:30pm for a Ladies’ Paint Night. Carol from “Carol’s
Painting Party” will be guiding us in painting a work of art! The cost of the event
is $20 per person and all painting supplies will be provided. The event will be
available to those 16 and older and to the first 40 who register and pay by May 1st. Joni
Moldstad will be gathering names and payment.
Please contact her at
Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu with any questions. Please bring an appetizer to share. Coffee
and tea will be provided.
“DNA” (Divine Nature Adventure) is our theme for this year’s VBS at
Peace! Children ages 4 through going to be 6th graders are encouraged to
attend June 11-13, 9am-2pm, for three days of science fun! Please sign up
now. No registrations accepted after Sunday, May 27th. Registration forms and signup
sheets to help volunteer during VBS or sign up to donate snacks are available on the
bulletin board in the narthex! Invite a friend, too!
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers continue to enjoy the Bible Stories that
occurred after Jesus’ resurrection. Thomas believed Jesus had risen from the
dead when he actually touched the nail marks in his hands and feet and
touched his side where the spear had pierced Jesus. We are not eye witnesses
of Jesus’ resurrection, but we believe Jesus lived, died and rose to take away our sins. We
believe this through faith given to us by the Holy Spirit.
We thank our preschool parents for bringing their little ones to preschool to prepare
them for kindergarten but also to prepare them for heaven. Daily these little ones’ faith
is increased through the Bible Story message and weekly though chapel services
conducted by our pastors.
If you would like to enroll your child in our Christ-centered preschool for next fall, it is
not too late. Please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
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Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions
with a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook
and YouTube. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you probably know
them). We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and an option to receive these devotions in email form. Visit
PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 189
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $6,647.68
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30 service.
Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
In 1927, the ELS voted to take over the ownership and operation of
Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. The school was
established in 1911 as Bethany Ladies’ College and became available for
purchase the previous year. An association was formed first to acquire
the college. The price was $90,000, and carried with it an immediate
payment of $20,000. The fifteen-acre campus was valued at $400,000.

On Saturday, June 16, the ELS Historical Society will revisit the convention of one
hundred years ago at Albert Lea and Lime Creek. The theme of the day will be “Still Under
the Oaks” and will revisit the 1918 convention. The program will begin at 3:00pm at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church (Albert Lea, Minnesota). Following the program and a catered
lunch, brief commemorative service will be held at Lime Creek Lutheran Church (Lake
Mills, Iowa). You do not have to be a member of the Historical Society to attend! Anyone
interested is welcome to partake in this special event. Registrations are due by June 1 in
order to make reservations for the catered meal.
Norseland Lutheran Church announces their annual Syttende Mai Smørgåsbord. The
meal will be held on Saturday, May 19th, from 4:00 – 7:30pm at the church. Norseland is
located approximately eight miles northwest of St. Peter on Highway 22, and is handicap
accessible. The menu will include meatballs, potatoes, ham, cheese, herring, baked
beans, potato salad, fresh fruit, lefse, dark breads, rømmegrøt, rice pudding, yiftas, and
Norwegian cookies. Adults - $13; children 6-12 years - $3; under 5 – free. Tickets at door.
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Events at Bethany Lutheran College
The box office opens April 9 at theatre.blc.edu and at 344-7374, weekdays 1-5 pm. April
27-28 at 7:30 p.m., April 22 & 28 at 2:00 p.m. in Lee Theater, YFAC: The Importance of
Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde, dir. by Peter Bloedel. Synopsis: In 1890s London, two
bachelors, John ‘Jack’ Worthing and Algernon ‘Algy’ Moncrieff, create alter egos named
Ernest to escape their tiresome lives. The pair attempt to win the hearts of two women
who, conveniently, claim to only love men called Ernest.
Sunday, April 22 from 1-4 pm. Senior Capstone project - a “Day Camp” for elementary
ages students on Sunday, April 22nd. We are inviting elementary aged children to come
to Bethany from 1pm-4pm to engage in fun activities for the afternoon. We will be playing
tag, making crafts, having an egg drop challenge, and providing a snack for the children.
The event is being held at the BLC Sports and Fitness Center. Parents can RSVP by emailing
Sara at ssandmeyer@blc.edu.
Sun., April 22 at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel: BLC Jazz Band concert, directed by Ben Faugstad,
with special guest vocalist Ann Fredrickson, plus Erik Hermanson and the Cleveland High
School jazz band. This concert is rescheduled from last Sunday.
Sun., April 22 at 8 pm in Honsey Hall: Rescheduled from last Sunday, the Bethany World
Club invites you to an International Tea. Mingle with Bethany's international students
and sample food and beverages from around the world in this festive, cross-cultural
culinary event. There is no admission charge, plus there will be music and dancing!
Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel: Spring Honors Recital
Saturday, April 28 at 2 pm in Trinity Chapel: Elizabeth Austin and Elise Widmer present
their senior recital featuring voice, organ, and Bethany music ensembles. All are welcome
to attend.
Sun., April 29 at 3 pm in Trinity Chapel: Piano and harp recital by Pianist Sarah Wei,
student of Dr. Bethel Balge, and harpist Cynthia Krause, student of Phala Tracy, present a
recital. All are welcome to attend.
Mon., April 30, 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: The Bethany Lutheran College Concert Band and
Chamber Orchestra present an end of the year concert. Each ensemble will perform,
then both groups combine to perform two full orchestra selections: "Peer Gynt Suite" and
"Anvil Chorus".
Tues,. May 1 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: Voice student Tony Cordes presents a voice recital.
Wed., May 2 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: Piano performance major Brittany Moldstad
presents her senior piano recital.
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Join us! Friday, May 4, 2018 from 5:30-8:30pm for a Day of Hope! Join us at Bethany
Lutheran College for a night of fun, family, and community while we unite to support the
fight against cancer. Bring your friends and family to our Day of Hope and enjoy live music
performed by BLC drum line and Midlife Crisis, silent auction, freewill donation barbecue
meal, lawn games and more! All proceeds of this event will be donated to Dr. Polly
Browne and charities of her choosing. Dr. Browne is a professor of Education at Bethany.
Our campus has joined together to support her in her personal fight against stage IV
metastatic breast cancer. For more information about this event, how to volunteer, or to
make donations, please contact Alexa Alfred (aalfred@blc.edu) or Alex Ford
(aford@blc.edu). The event will be held on the campus green (Honsey Hall in the event
of bad weather). Please keep Polly in your prayers.
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