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Divine Service
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN: #65 “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that
you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy
Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace
be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous things. Alleluia! The
Lord has made known His salvation; His Righteousness He has openly shown in the
sight of the nations. His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the victory.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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THE LESSON – ACTS 8:26-40
26Now

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 27So he got up and
went. And there was a man, an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, Queen
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship. 28He was on his way home, sitting in his chariot and reading the prophet
Isaiah.
29The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to that chariot.” 30Philip ran
up to it and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet.
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him.
32Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading was this:
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who will talk about his generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.
34The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself
or someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak. Starting with that very passage of
Scripture, he told him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were traveling along the
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What is
there to prevent me from being baptized?”
38He ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they stepped up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him anymore, but went
on his way rejoicing.
40Philip, however, found himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he
preached the gospel in all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

10:45 - PRESCHOOL CHOIR – “COME TO CALVARY’S HOLY MOUNTAIN”

ELH #412

Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows to you, to me, to all,
In a full, perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died.

“HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN!”
He is risen, He is risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the Incarnate Word.
Break forth hosts of heaven, In jubilant song.
And earth, sea and mountain, His praises prolong.
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ELH #350

THE EPISTLE – 1 JOHN 3:18-24
18Dear

children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in
action and truth.
19This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at
rest in his presence: 20If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and
he knows everything. 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God. 22We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we
keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23This then is his command:
that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another
just as he commanded us. 24The one who keeps his commands remains in God and
God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We know it from the Spirit,
whom he has given to us.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth,
and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14:6 cf. NIV84)

THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Easter is written in the 15th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 1st verse.
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THE GOSPEL – JOHN 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit,
so that it will bear more fruit.
3“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me,
and I am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is
the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 6If anyone
does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. Such branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is
glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.”
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
11

From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN “THIS IS MY WILL”

CW #497
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THE SERMON: JOHN 15:1-8

REMAIN IN THE PARADOX:
YOU ARE A SINNER AND A SAINT

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You
will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11
Please fill out the Friendship Register.
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
P:

In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to
rescue the lost.

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.
P:

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints,
and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of
your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and
glory and praise.
P:

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life
to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time,
our talents, and our treasures.

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
P:

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering
and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the
hope of eternal life.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P:

Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts,
we come before you and say:

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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HYMN #444 “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE”
THE COLLECT
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the
wisdom which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be
bound, but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name
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abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN: #596 “PRAISE TO THEE AND ADORATION”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Preschool Choir; Organist: Nathan Madson; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Monday:
3:00 PM
5:30 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM
Saturday:
6:30 PM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
May
May 20th
Noon

Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service
Youth Choir Rehearsal
High School Choir Rehearsal
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Board of Education Meeting
Catechism class
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Day of Hope at BLC (Benefit for Polly Browne)
Confirmation Examination, everyone invited
Ladies’ Paint Night
Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Confirmation
Group 1 – Refreshments; Group 5 – Greeters
Voter’s Meeting

The 7th & 8th grade Sunday school children should attend the adult Bible
class today. Mr. Madson will be out of town and unable to teach their class.
If you ordered flowers for Easter, and would like to take your flowers
home, please get them before you leave today. Some plants have been
moved into the front, right room, also.
If you ordered family portraits from Denice Woller at the time of the
directory picture, you can pick them up today. They are in Karen’s office.
Confirmation Examination at Peace - Josh Allen, Renee Geving, Mariah
Sosa-Lance, Rylee Woller, and Thomas Wosmek will be participating in our
confirmation examination night on Friday, May 4th, at 6pm. These five
students will be included with three other members being confirmed at Peace
on Sunday, May 6th, at 10:45am. All are welcome to attend.
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Join us on May 5th at 6:30pm for a Ladies’ Paint Night. Carol from “Carol’s
Painting Party” will be guiding us in painting a work of art! The cost of the
event is $20 per person and all painting supplies will be provided. The event
will be available to those 16 and older and to the first 40 who register and pay
by May 1st. Joni Moldstad will be gathering names and payment. Please contact her at
Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu with any questions. Please bring an appetizer to share. Coffee
and tea will be provided.
Confirmation Open House – Everyone is invited to celebrate Thomas
Wosmek’s confirmation at his Open House Luncheon, Sunday, May 6th,
from 1:00-6:00PM. Their address is 23 West Raven Rock Road, Mankato.
Ladies Fellowship Flow - A new women’s exercise class will be offered at
Peace on Mondays at 6:30pm, beginning on May 7th. This class encourages
you to flow through poses at a moderate pace to safely stretch and
strengthen the body, improve posture, help alleviate aches and pains, and reduce stress.
Each class will provide a balance of challenging and gentle movements with the emphasis
being on effort and not achievement. This is a barefoot class. Please bring your own mat.
If you do not have a mat or if you have any questions about the class, please text
Stephanie at 507-382-0978. All fitness levels are welcome!
Family Night – Fiesta - Our next upcoming Family Night will be a
Fiesta theme. Join us on Friday, May 11th, at 6:00pm for a night of
food and fun! Please bring a Mexican or TexMex dish to share for our potluck meal. All
are welcome to attend.
Church Softball season is fast approaching! –
Preseason Practices: Sunday April 29 & Sunday May 6 12:30pm-1:30pm at
South Central College fields.
Preseason Team Meeting: Monday April 30th 5:15pm-7pm at Big Dog (North
Mankato).
Season Opener: Monday May 7th 8:15pm vs Knights of Columbus at Caswell Park, Field 2.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool announces our Spring Fundraiser of Hymns
in my Heart Greeting Cards. These cards include a favorite hymn verse for a
variety of cards such as: encouragement, wedding, baptism, birthday, Easter,
general cards, sympathy, confirmation, and graduation. These sell for $2.00 a piece. A
pack of eight note cards sell for $4.00. All profits go to the preschool. Consider stocking
up on cards and help the preschool at the same time. Order forms are located on the
table near the preschool room. For more information please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
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Fun Days Parade – Peace is looking to participate in the Fun Days
Parade this summer. The parade takes place on Saturday, July 7th,
in lower North Mankato. We are looking to form a small committee
of people who can help put together our float and participants.
1. Are you willing to help organize the float?
2. Are you willing to help participate the day of the parade?
The deadline to submit our application to be in the parade is June 1. Please reach out to
Greg Vandermause at greg.vandermause@blc.edu if you are interested in being a part of
the committee.
“DNA” (Divine Nature Adventure) is our theme for this year’s VBS at
Peace! Children ages 4 through going to be 6th graders are encouraged to
attend June 11-13, 9am-2pm, for three days of science fun! Please sign up
now. No registrations accepted after Sunday, May 27th. Registration forms and signup
sheets to help volunteer during VBS or sign up to donate snacks are available on the
bulletin board in the narthex! Invite a friend, too!
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions
with a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook
and YouTube. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you probably know
them). We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and an option to receive these devotions in email form. Visit
PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 375
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $8,791.52
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30 service.
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Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
A notable remark was made at the time the ELS purchased Bethany
Lutheran College: “Once we have discovered that the school is a
necessity, we will discover we can afford it. We can do a lot of things
that we think are absolutely necessary once they have become a
matter of life or death to us.” For many decades Bethany Lutheran
College existed as a junior college. In 1996 the synod decided to make
the college a four-year baccalaureate-degree granting institution.

On Saturday, June 16, the ELS Historical Society will revisit the convention of one
hundred years ago at Albert Lea and Lime Creek. The theme of the day will be “Still Under
the Oaks” and will revisit the 1918 convention. The program will begin at 3:00pm at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church (Albert Lea, Minnesota). Following the program and a catered
lunch, brief commemorative service will be held at Lime Creek Lutheran Church (Lake
Mills, Iowa). You do not have to be a member of the Historical Society to attend! Anyone
interested is welcome to partake in this special event. Registrations are due by June 1 in
order to make reservations for the catered meal.

Norseland Lutheran Church announces their annual Syttende Mai Smørgåsbord. The
meal will be held on Saturday, May 19th, from 4:00 – 7:30pm at the church. Norseland is
located approximately eight miles northwest of St. Peter on Highway 22, and is handicap
accessible. The menu will include meatballs, potatoes, ham, cheese, herring, baked
beans, potato salad, fresh fruit, lefse, dark breads, rømmegrøt, rice pudding, yiftas, and
Norwegian cookies.
Adults - $13; children 6-12 years - $3; under 5 – free. Tickets at door.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Spring Play - This year's production is a Mr. Ron Wels original, titled "Incomplete
Strangers or Two Can Play at This Game”. The play will be performed on Friday, May 4 at
7:00 P.M. and Saturday, May 5 at 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. All are invited!
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Events at Bethany Lutheran College
Sun., April 29 at 3 pm in Trinity Chapel: Piano and harp recital by Pianist Sarah Wei,
student of Dr. Bethel Balge, and harpist Cynthia Krause, student of Phala Tracy, present a
recital. All are welcome to attend.
Mon., April 30, 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: The Bethany Lutheran College Concert Band and
Chamber Orchestra present an end of the year concert. Each ensemble will perform,
then both groups combine to perform two full orchestra selections: "Peer Gynt Suite" and
"Anvil Chorus". All are welcome to attend.
Tues,. May 1 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: Voice student Tony Cordes presents a voice recital.
All are welcome to attend.
Wed., May 2 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: Piano performance major Brittany Moldstad
presents her senior piano recital. All are welcome to attend.
Join us! Friday, May 4, 2018 from 5:30-8:30pm for a Day of Hope! Join us at Bethany
Lutheran College for a night of fun, family, and community while we unite to support the
fight against cancer. Bring your friends and family to our Day of Hope and enjoy live music
performed by BLC drum line and Midlife Crisis, silent auction, freewill donation barbecue
meal, lawn games and more! All proceeds of this event will be donated to Dr. Polly
Browne and charities of her choosing. Dr. Browne is a professor of Education at Bethany.
Our campus has joined together to support her in her personal fight against stage IV
metastatic breast cancer. For more information about this event, how to volunteer, or to
make donations, please contact Alexa Alfred (aalfred@blc.edu) or Alex Ford
(aford@blc.edu). The event will be held on the campus green (Honsey Hall in the event
of bad weather). Please keep Polly in your prayers.
Summer Music Camp (Choir, Band, & Strings) June 16-21, 2018. Vocal and instrumental
music study, performance, and recreation for current 9-12 graders. Directed by Bethany
music professors Dennis Marzolf, Mark DeGarmeaux, and Benjamin Faugstad. Cost: $275
covers tuition, housing, meals, activities, and instruction. Cost for campers traveling 400+
miles to attend is $175. The closing concert on Thursday, June 21 at Noon is free and
open to the public. Get forms at: https://www.blc.edu/events/summer-music-campchoir-band-and-strings-2018-06-16-180000-2018-06-21-180000#.Wt9yrS7waot
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