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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Inspire us to think those
things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make
our petitions according to Your gracious will; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #378:1-4 “DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL REJOICE”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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THE LESSON – ACTS 11:19-26
19Now

those who had been scattered by the persecution that took place at the
time of Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except Jews. 20But there were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene who
came to Antioch and also began to speak to the Greeks, preaching the good news
about the Lord Jesus. 21The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large number of people
believed and turned to the Lord.
22A report about this reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent
Barnabas to go on to Antioch. 23When he arrived and saw God’s grace, he was glad
and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts. 24He was a
good man who was full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a large number of people
were added to the Lord.
25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. 26When he found him, he brought
him to Antioch. So for a whole year they met with the church and taught a large
number of people. It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

THE EPISTLE – 1 JOHN 4:1-11
1Dear friends, do not believe

every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God.
This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in
the world. 4You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the false
prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5They are from
the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens
to them. 6We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is
not from God does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit
of truth and the spirit of error.
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8The one who does not love has not
known God, because God is love. 9This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God
has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him. 10This
is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should
love one another.

THE HOLY GOSPEL - JOHN 15:9-17
9“As

the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10If you
hold on to my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you these things so that my
joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete.
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12“This

is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has
greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my
friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you
friends, because everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you.
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
17These things I am instructing you, so that you love one another.”

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN #510 “FEAR AND LOVE THY GOD AND LORD”
SERMON: JOHN 15:9-17

LIVE IN CHRIST’S LOVE

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
QUARTET: “JESUS LOVES ME”

ARR. MICHAEL HASSELL

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
PASTOR’S ADDRESS
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QUESTIONS FOR CONFIRMANDS
P:

Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that
in Baptism, God gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation?

R: I do.
P:

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?

R: I do.
P:

Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

R: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
P:

Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?

R: I do.
P:

Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have
learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of
God?

R: I do.
P:

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even
death, rather than fall away from it?
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R: I do and I ask God to help me.
P:

Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be
faithful in the use of the Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to
God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – as long as you live?

R: I do, and I ask God to help me.
P:

Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and do his good pleasure, it is right
for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would
graciously complete the good work which he has begun in them. Let us therefore,
bow our heads and pray.

CONFIRMATION PRAYER
P:

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for your great goodness in
bringing these sons and daughters of yours to the knowledge of your Son, Jesus
Christ, and in giving them both hearts to believe and mouths to confess his saving
name. Enable them to bring forth the fruits of faith and to continue steadfast and
victorious until the day comes when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall
receive the crown of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CONFIRMATION BLESSING
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked
our heavenly Father to confer on all of you, we now ask Him to give each of you
individually.

DISMISSAL
P:

Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.
Accept this invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at
the Lord's Table as a precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive
this Sacrament thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God – Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit – bless and keep you. Go in peace.
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THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we
beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through
the holy Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #178 “I PRAY THEE DEAR LORD JESUS”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Special Music: Eric Halvorson, Eric Harstad, Erik Hermanson, Eric Woller;
Organist: Patrick Ernst; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Monday:
3:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Wednesday:
6:30 PM
Friday:
6:00 PM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
May
May 13th
May 20th
Noon
May 27th

Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Confirmation
Youth Choir Rehearsal
High School Choir Rehearsal
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Family Night - Fiesta
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Group 1 – Refreshments; Group 5 – Greeters
Mother’s Day
Voter’s Meeting
Start summer schedule – one service at 9:00 AM
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If you ordered family portraits from Denice Woller at the time of the
directory picture, you can pick them up today. They are in Karen’s office.
Confirmation Open House – Everyone is invited to celebrate Thomas
Wosmek’s confirmation at his Open House Luncheon, Sunday, May 6th,
from 1:00-6:00PM. Their address is 23 West Raven Rock Road, Mankato.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks all of you who were able to
participate in Hymns in my Heart Card Fundraiser. You may order cards for the
fundraiser through the month of May. We have put the card table and order
blanks near the sanctuary door for your convenience. Place orders, with payment, in the
labeled box in Karen’s office. Remember, all profits, that is 100% of the cost for the cards,
go to the preschool! Thank-you for your orders! Call Joslyn at 385-7752 for more
information.
Ladies Fellowship Flow - A new women’s exercise class will be offered
at Peace on Mondays at 6:30pm, beginning on May 7th. This class
encourages you to flow through poses at a moderate pace to safely stretch
and strengthen the body, improve posture, help alleviate aches and pains, and reduce
stress. Each class will provide a balance of challenging and gentle movements with the
emphasis being on effort and not achievement. This is a barefoot class. Please bring your
own mat. If you do not have a mat or if you have any questions about the class, please
text Stephanie at 507-382-0978. All fitness levels are welcome!
Church Softball season is fast approaching! –
Season Opener: Monday May 7th 8:15pm vs Knights of Columbus at Caswell
Park, Field 2.
Family Night – Fiesta - Our next upcoming Family Night will be a
Fiesta theme. Join us on Friday, May 11th, at 6:00pm for a night of
food and fun! Please bring a Mexican or TexMex dish to share for our potluck meal. All
are welcome to attend.
Fun Days Parade – Peace is looking to participate in the Fun Days
Parade this summer. The parade takes place on Saturday, July 7th,
in lower North Mankato. We are looking to form a small committee
of people who can help put together our float and participants.
1. Are you willing to help organize the float?
2. Are you willing to help participate the day of the parade?
The deadline to submit our application to be in the parade is June 1. Please reach out to
Greg Vandermause at greg.vandermause@blc.edu if you are interested in being a part of
the committee.
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“DNA” (Divine Nature Adventure) is our theme for this year’s VBS at
Peace! Children ages 4 through going to be 6th graders are encouraged to
attend June 11-13, 9am-2pm, for three days of science fun! Please sign up
now. No registrations accepted after Sunday, May 27th. Registration forms and signup
sheets to help volunteer during VBS or sign up to donate snacks are available on the
bulletin board in the narthex! Invite a friend, too!
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions
with a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook
and YouTube. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you probably know
them). We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and an option to receive these devotions in email form. Visit
PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
There will be a CARD SHOWER for Ruth Orvick who celebrates her 90th
birthday on May 16th. Ruth and George Orvick were members of Mount
Olive for many years while George served as President of the ELS. They are
enjoying retirement in Madison, Wisconsin, but miss their Mankato friends. If you are
interested in participating, please send a Birthday card and greetings to Ruth. Greetings
can be sent to Ruth Orvick 5764 Portage Road Madison, Wisconsin 53714.

Last week at Peace: Sunday 370
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $5,846.60
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30 service.
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Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
Bethany Lutheran College became a co-educational junior college in 1927
when it was purchased by the ELS. At that time a high school department
also was established which shared both the faculty and the dormitories. The
high school was discontinued in 1969. Today, Bethany Lutheran College
offers twenty-four majors, twenty-four minors, and eight pre-professional
programs taught by seventy-five full-time and adjunct faculty.

On Saturday, June 16, the ELS Historical Society will revisit the convention of one
hundred years ago at Albert Lea and Lime Creek. The theme of the day will be “Still Under
the Oaks” and will revisit the 1918 convention. The program will begin at 3:00pm at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church (Albert Lea, Minnesota). Following the program and a catered
lunch, brief commemorative service will be held at Lime Creek Lutheran Church (Lake
Mills, Iowa). You do not have to be a member of the Historical Society to attend! Anyone
interested is welcome to partake in this special event. Registrations are due by June 1 in
order to make reservations for the catered meal. The cost of the registration is $15 and
is payable to ELS Historical Society at 6 Browns Court, Mankato, MN 56001.
Norseland Lutheran Church announces their annual Syttende Mai Smørgåsbord. The
meal will be held on Saturday, May 19th, from 4:00 – 7:30pm at the church. Norseland is
located approximately eight miles northwest of St. Peter on Highway 22, and is handicap
accessible. The menu will include meatballs, potatoes, ham, cheese, herring, baked
beans, potato salad, fresh fruit, lefse, dark breads, rømmegrøt, rice pudding, yiftas, and
Norwegian cookies.
Adults - $13; children 6-12 years - $3; under 5 – free. Tickets at door.

Events at Bethany Lutheran College
Summer Music Camp (Choir, Band, & Strings) June 16-21, 2018. Vocal and instrumental
music study, performance, and recreation for current 9-12 graders. Directed by Bethany
music professors Dennis Marzolf, Mark DeGarmeaux, and Benjamin Faugstad. Cost: $275
covers tuition, housing, meals, activities, and instruction. Cost for campers traveling 400+
miles to attend is $175. The closing concert on Thursday, June 21 at Noon is free and
open to the public. Get forms at: https://www.blc.edu/events/summer-music-campchoir-band-and-strings-2018-06-16-180000-2018-06-21-180000#.Wt9yrS7waot
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Confirmands 2018
Joshua Isaiah Allen
Ephesians 2:8-9 EHV
Indeed, it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.
Baptized April 4, 2010 at St. Joseph the Worker, Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Lydia Anderson and Benjamin Anderson

Caleb John DeWitt
1 Peter 5:7 EHV
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
Baptized April 11, 2004 at Shalom Christian Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD

Renee Anita Geving
John 8:12 EHV
[Jesus] said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.”
Baptized June 27, 2004 at Lutheran Church of the Ascension, Citrus Heights, CA
Sponsor: Pamela Mundy

Samuel Truman Halvorson
Matthew 11:28 EHV
“Come to me all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Baptized June 30, 2004 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsor: Heather Bakke
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Confirmands 2018
Morgan Marie Paulsen
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV84
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Baptized June 13, 2004 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Kristine Paulsen, Jennifer Paulsen

Mariah Estella Sosa-Lance
2 Corinthians 5:17 EHV
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. The new has come!
Baptized August 27, 2017 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN

Rylee Madison Woller
Romans 10:9 NIV84
If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.
Baptized October 5, 2003 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Neil and Marianne Woller

Thomas Arthur Wosmek
Luke 2:29-32 EHV
Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to your word,
30
because my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared before the face of all people,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.
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Baptized September 12, 2004 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lawrence, KS
Sponsors: Brian and Lesley McDougall
16

