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Divine Service
Sunday – 9:00 AM

JUNE 17, 2018

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, protector of all the faithful, You alone make strong; You alone make holy.
Show us Your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly
lives that we do not lose the things You have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #228 “ALMIGHTY GOD, THY WORD IS CAST”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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THE LESSON – EZEKIEL 17:22-24
22This

is what the LORD God says. I myself will take part of the tip of the cedar and
plant it. From the topmost of its shoots I will pluck off a tender sprig, and I myself will
plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the high mountain of Israel I will plant it. It
will produce branches, bear fruit, and become a magnificent cedar. Flying birds of
every kind will live under it. In the shelter of its branches they will nest. 24Then all the
trees in the countryside will know that I, the LORD, bring down the high tree and raise
up the low tree, that I make the green tree dry up, and I make the dried-up tree
blossom. I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will carry it out.

THE EPISTLE – 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10
1Now

we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, an eternal home in heaven, which is not made by human hands.
2In fact, the reason we groan is that we long to be clothed with our dwelling from
heaven. 3If we do indeed put it on, we will certainly not be found naked. 4To be sure,
while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not want to be
unclothed, but to be clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
5Now the one who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as
the down payment.
6Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the
body, we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8But we are
confident and would much prefer to be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. 9And for this reason we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home
or away. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
one may receive what is due for what he did while in the body, whether good or bad.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MARK 4:26-34
P:

The Holy Gospel for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost is written in the 4th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Mark, beginning at the 26th verse.
26He

said, “The kingdom of God is like this: A man scatters seed on the ground,
while he sleeps and rises, night and day the seed sprouts and grows, though he
does not know how. 28The ground produces fruit on its own: first the blade, then the
head, then the full grain in the head. 29When the crop is ready, he swings the sickle
without delay, because the harvest has come.”
30Then he said, “To what should we compare the kingdom of God? Or with what
parable may we picture it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which when sown on the ground
is one of the smallest of all the seeds planted in the ground. 32Yet when it is planted,
it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches
so that the birds of the sky can nest under its shade.”
27and

7

33With

many similar parables he continued to speak the word to them, as much as
they were able to hear. 34He did not speak to them without a parable. But when he
was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them.

THE CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN #230 “SPEAK, O LORD, THY SERVANT HEARETH”
THE SERMON – MARK 4:26-34

GOD’S WORD IS POWERFUL

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer.
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your
Word be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant
unto Your Church faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall
live according to Your will. Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door
of faith unto all unbelievers and unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the
enemies of Your Church and grant to them repentance unto life.
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
Silent Prayer: Please pray for someone that you know who doesn’t know Jesus as their
Savior. Ask that God would give you and others opportunities to share the Gospel with
them.
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel. Prosper what
is good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and
bless Your servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state,
our judges and magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the
gift of Your Spirit of wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and reverence.
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper.
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of
the orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful (especially our
brother/sister ________ who is ill/grieving). Graciously help those who are assaulted
by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering
for the sake of Christ’s holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and
prosperity. Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright
Christian counsel in all that we undertake.
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name.
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You
have bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the
unity of Your holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may
be brought up in Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with
You peace and life everlasting.
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them.
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P:

Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the
last day, a resurrection to Your glory.
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will meet your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
HYMN #232 “HOW PRECIOUS IS THE BOOK DIVINE”
THE COLLECT
P:

Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the
Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s
name.
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THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #583 “GOD’S WORD IS OUR GREAT HERITAGE”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
Sunday:
Monday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Sunday:

8:15 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
8:15 AM
9:00 AM

Important upcoming events:
June
June 17-21st
June 30th
9:00 AM
th
July 13

All-Ages Bible Study
Divine Service
Potluck Picnic and LYA Trip Fundraiser
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow
Communion Service at Trinity Chapel, BLC
M.O.M.s Bible Study at Mt. Olive in Fireside Room
All-Ages Bible Study
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Group 2 – Refreshments; Group 6 – Greeters
Synod Convention week
Summer Cleaning Day
Family Night

Summer Service Schedule - We have switched to our summer schedule here
at Peace. We will be offering only one service on Sunday mornings, at 9am,
and Wednesday evening services at 6:30pm.
All Ages Summer Bible Study - School’s ending in May, but your
study of the Bible doesn’t have to. This summer Peace is offering an
All Ages Bible Study before our service, from 8:15 to 8:45am,
beginning on June 3rd. Each lesson will cover a familiar Bible Story and
relate it to a section of the Catechism. All are welcome to attend.
Today, Sunday, June 17th – Join us for a potluck picnic and help send our
youth to Seattle for the LYA convention. High-quality handmade desserts
(plus gluten free [not certified] options!) will be available for a freewill
donation. There will also be lawn games to enjoy. If you are a visitor today – PLEASE
stay and enjoy the picnic, Bake Sale, and games!
Summer Cleaning Day, June 30th – Things volunteers can bring...,
brooms, dustpans, wheel barrows, garden rakes, shovels, chains saws,
hand saws, weed sprayers.
Help Raise $75K in 75 days for BLC - Bethany Lutheran College has set an
ambitious goal of raising $75,000 in 75 days to support their students and future
growth. One of our ELS pastors is urging all of our congregations to give directly
to this cause. He has challenged each ELS congregation to give $1,000 to this
cause in support of BLC. Please make any checks out to “Peace Lutheran Church” and
write “BLC Gift” in the memo line and place in the offering plate. There are envelopes in
the church office if you wish to give cash.
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June is a month with 5 Saturdays.....and that means it is a month that
we at Peace Lutheran are committed to staffing the store at New 2 You for
the day! I know summer is busy and goes by quickly, but I’m hoping that
we have enough volunteers to cover our date. Saturday, June 30th, we are
in need of 2 volunteers for the morning shift (9:45AM-12:30PM) and 2 for the afternoon
shift (12:30pm-3:00pm). Even if you have never volunteered before, you will be trained
in that day, so don't hesitate to volunteer.
WHO do you know that would like to volunteer at the New 2 You? We are always looking
for more names and volunteers from Peace to add to the list! THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU
for your support!! Please contact Lori Pipal at lori@teamstaysports.com .
Softball Games: Monday, June 18th, Peace vs Hillside, Caswell field 3 @
6:15pm and Peace vs Hosanna 1, Caswell field 4 @ 7:15pm.
Jesus' Lambs at Peace Preschool congratulates our first class of
preschoolers from 2004-2005 school year who have made up the 2018
GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL CLASS! We began our first year as a preschool
with 19 students and finished the year with 21 students.
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S RICHEST BLESSINGS TO THESE PRESCHOOL ALUMNI AND
2018 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: Ethan Ites (baptized also that year), Taylor Pithan
(member of Peace), Megan Barbosa, Adam Glade, Myles Merseth, Damani Hayes, Nicolas
Lillo, Brett Attenberger, Chase Simmons (confirmed member of Peace). If you desire
preschool for your little one this fall, we have 2 spots remaining in our T/Th a.m. class and
9 spots remaining in our M/W/F p.m. class. Please call Joslyn at 385-7752 to register your
child.
This summer, join the M.O.M.s study group at the park! All are welcome
to join us for our summer park playdates beginning Wednesday, June 7. Park
playdates are come and go, from 9-noon, and you are welcome to pack a lunch
and picnic if you like. Wednesday mornings in June, we will be at Alexander
Park. Wednesdays in July, we will be at Sibley Park. It is a chance to get the
kids out to play and the parents to connect with other Christian parents. If raining, the
playdate is cancelled. We hope to see you there!
Summer Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) Bible Study Opportunity!
There will be an evening M.O.M.s summer study beginning June 7 th. The
study topic is called "Families Under God." This study has many lessons
related to parenting children in a way that is pleasing to our Heavenly Father.
It is the kind of study you can miss a week or two and jump back in very easily. Each week
will bring a new lesson. The materials have already been purchased by the group, so there
is no cost to participants. The summer M.O.M.s study plans to meet Thursdays (weekly)
at 7pm for the months of June and July, in the Fireside Room at Mt. Olive. If you would
like more information or would like to register please contact Shaylene Scheele
(scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com) or find her on Facebook. All moms welcome!
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Sermon Podcast – Miss a sermon? Want to re-listen to Sunday’s message
during the week, (maybe at work or during your commute.) You can now get
Peace’s Sermons as a podcast. Visit https://anchor.fm/peace-mankatosermons to find links or search for “Peace Mankato Sermons” in iTunes.
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions
with a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted to Facebook and
YouTube. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you probably know them).
We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace Devotions blog
and an option to receive these devotions in email form. Visit PeaceDevotions.com for
transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 254
Wednesday 210
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $14,949.25
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (9:00AM).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can
choose which service you wish to watch.

Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
One hundred years ago today—on June 17, 1918—at Lime Creek
Lutheran Church in northern Iowa, our synod was reorganized as “The
Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church.” The
synod was contending for the same confessional doctrine of the old
synod of 1853. In 1957 the name was changed to “Evangelical
Lutheran Synod,” reflecting a broader membership and an emphasis
on gospel outreach.
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Employment Opportunities
A Hot Lunch Coordinator/Supervisor and a Teacher's Aide are needed for the 2018-19
school year at Mt. Olive CDS. Please contact Principal Rude at 507-345-7927 or by e-mail
at school.mtolivelutheran.org if you are interested.
MVL Food Service Assistant - Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School has a part-time
position open in the food service at MVL. This position is for about 6 to 6 1/2 hours per
day during the school year. Tasks include food preparation and service, washing dishes
and clean up. Individuals interested in this position should contact Principal Tim Plath at
MVL at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
MVL - Palmer Bus Service is looking for a full-time bus driver for the 2018-19 school year.
They are also looking for a manager to replace Randy Gieseke, who is retiring after
serving twelve years as MVL's bus manager. A knowledge of diesel engines is helpful for
the applicants for the manager position. Interested individuals should contact Shane
Johnson at 507-327-6764.
Bethany Lutheran College (Mankato, MN) welcomes applications for two Resident Hall
Coordinator positions. The Resident Hall Coordinator is a live-in professional who
operates as a member of the Residential Life Staff, working to create a positive, Christian
atmosphere that encourages academic, spiritual, social, and personal growth. A complete
position description and application instructions can be found at
https://www.blc.edu/employment

Events at Bethany Lutheran College
Cross-stitch Mission Presentation – 2018
You are cordially invited to their program on Monday, June 18th, at 7:00 PM in the YFAC
Theater at Bethany Lutheran College. Program will be by Tom Heyn, Board for World
Outreach Administrator on “Reflecting the Compassion of Our God”. Devotion:
Seminarian John Spivey. Harp: Hannah Spivey. Refreshments will be provided. 2018
Project Emphasis: “Fuel for Faith” (Doubling our efforts to provide food for the orphans
of India and the children in the jungle schools of Peru)
Thurs., June 21 – Worldview and Apologetics Seminar. Bethany Lutheran College will
host “A Reliable and Defensible Christianity for Today’s World: Equipping Christians to
Defend and Share the Gospel.” This conference is sponsored jointly by the ELS Committee
on Apologetics, the BLC History Department, and the Bethany Institute for Biblical and
Ecclesiastical Languages. The conference is free, but the supper buffet ($15) requires
advanced
registration,
due
June
14.
For
further
details,
visit
www.blc.edu/apologetics2018.
16

