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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
2

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN #99 “THE ADVENT OF OUR KING”
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that
you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father
and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy
Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace
be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, I trust in You. Let me not be ashamed;
let not my enemies triumph over me. Indeed, let no one who waits on you be
ashamed. Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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(During the penitential season of Advent, the Gloria in Excelsis Deo is omitted)

THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – JEREMIAH 33:14-16
14Listen,

the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the good
promises that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah.
15In those days and at that time,
I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line.
He will establish justice and righteousness on earth.
16In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell securely.
This is what she will be called:
The LORD Our Righteousness.

THE EPISTLE – 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13
9Indeed,

how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have
before God on account of you? 10Night and day we are praying earnestly to see you
in person and to supply what is lacking in your faith.
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11May God our Father himself and

our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may
the Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all people,
just as ours does for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts as blameless in
holiness before our God and Father, when our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20)

THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the First Sunday in Advent is written in the 21st chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 25th verse.

THE GOSPEL – LUKE 21:25-36
25“There

will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth nations will be
in anguish, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the surging waves, 26people
fainting from fear and expectation of the things coming on the world, for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. 28But when these things begin to happen, stand up
and lift up your heads, because your redemption is near.”
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29He

told them a parable. “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30As soon as they
are sprouting leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is actually
near. 31So also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God
is near. 32Amen I tell you: This generation will not pass away until all these things
happen. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
34“Watch yourselves or else your hearts will be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and the worries of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly.
35For it will come like a trap on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
36Stay alert all the time, praying that you may be able to escape all these things that
are going to happen and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
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the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #121 “BEHOLD A BRANCH IS GROWING”
THE SERMON – JEREMIAH 33:14-16

WAIT FOR THE LORD
TO FULFILL HIS PROMISES

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You
will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets
of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P:

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.”
P:

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
P:

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P:

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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HYMN #98 “LO! HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING”
THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
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we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake
the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in
Christ’s name.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

CLOSING HYMN #90 “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Nathan Madson; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
Monday:
7:00 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
Thursday:
8:30 AM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Saturday:
12:00 PM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
5:00 PM
Important upcoming events:
December
December 14th
December 16th

Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Education Board Meeting
Stewardship Board Meeting
Spiritual Leadership Board Meeting
MOMs Bible Study in Mt. Olive School library
Catechism Class
Advent Supper
Advent Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal
MOMs Bible Study
Men’ s Breakfast & Bible Study
Women’s Tacky Sweater Party
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Lutheran Pioneers @ Mt. Olive, 5PM
Group 2 – Refreshments
Preschool Christmas Program @ 6:30PM
Sunday School Christmas Program @ 10:45AM

You are invited to sing with the choir this Christmas! Come to the
rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. on December 5, 12, and 19 to learn the music for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We would love to have you join us!
Children who are interested, are invited to play pre-service music for the Sunday
School Children’s Christmas Program on December 16th. Please email Laura
Harstad at musik23@hotmail.com no later than December 9th with the name of
the child, instrument, and title of Christmas song they would like to play. Thank you!
Tacky Sweater Party - All women of the congregation are invited to a Tacky
Sweater Christmas Party on Saturday, December 8th, from 12-3pm. This will be
a wonderful time for the women of our congregation to enjoy fellowship, a short
devotion by Pastor Moldstad, and fun! We'll also be putting together Treat Bags for the
Sunday School children. So put on your tackiest Christmas sweater (there will be a prize
for the best), bring a friend, and a side dish to share for the meal! The main course will
be provided. We would love to know how many to plan for, so please sign up on the
bulletin board in the church narthex. If you have any questions, please talk with Kristie
Mize or Joni Moldstad.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers will participate in our annual Preschool
Christmas on Friday, December 14th, at 6:30 p.m. If you would like to volunteer
to bring sandwiches for the fellowship time following the service, please call
Joslyn at 385-7752. We also welcome Zoe Bartlett to our afternoon preschool session. If
you would like to join our preschool for second semester, please call us at 385-7752 or
email us at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.
Angel Tags on the Tree? — This Christmas season we’ve decided to adopt
families in need who are connected to our congregation and help purchase gifts
for them. If you’d like to participate, please take one (or more) of the angel tags
off the tree in the new addition by the coffee, buy the gift it lists and bring the wrapped
gift and tag to the church office by Wednesday, December 19th. The gifts will be delivered
to the families before Christmas.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering. Our
delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for our
synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000 and
in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with Christian Education.
Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising $770,000 for the year
in congregational offerings. Please note the envelope provided for this special offering
to ELS and its missions. You may place it in the collection plate today or over the next
couple of weeks, considering the question presented by the psalmist, “What shall I render
to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?” Psalm 116:12). May our response be a
generous gift in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
Many Thanks for a Successful Pie Bake Sale! The Moms On a
Mission (M.O.M.s) bible study group would like to thank the members
of Peace and Mt. Olive churches for their donations at our Holiday Pie
Sale on November 18. Altogether, over $1000 was raised to go towards childcare costs
for our study. This amount will fund almost an entire year of childcare costs. Thank you
for your generosity! A special thanks to our pie mentors, Amanda Madson, Sharon
Madson, and Denice Woller, for leading our pie baking efforts. To God be the Glory!
Last week at Peace: Sunday 339
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $10,337.68
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (Sundays
9:00AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you
can choose which service you wish to watch.
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WELS & ELS Singles – In this day and age, it is getting more and more difficult for single
adults of like beliefs to find and fellowship with each other. Check out the Facebook group
WELS & ELS Lutheran Singles.
The website is Lutheran Singles Connect
(lutheransinglesconnect.com).

Bethany Lutheran College Events
The Bethany Music Department presents their annual Christmas at Bethany concerts in
Trinity Chapel Dec. 6-7 at 5 p.m., Dec. 8 at 1 and 5 p.m., and Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. The concert
will include participation by the Concert Band and Chamber Orchestra directed by
Benjamin Faugstad, the Mary Martha Singers and Handbell Choir directed by Ann
Fredrickson, and the Concert Choir directed by Dennis Marzolf. Advance reservations are
encouraged. Seating is general admission. Tickets are available now from Fine Arts
Coordinator Susan Harstad at 507-344-7365 and online at blc.edu/christmas-at-bethany.
Tickets are free, with a free-will offering received during the concert.
Please join us for the ELS Ottesen's Museum annual Christmas Open House. This year's
theme is "The Norwegians Become Americans: Adopting the English Language and
American Customs in Norwegian-American Homes and Churches". Sing Christmas hymns
new to the 1913 Lutheran Hymnary, learn about early 20th century Christmas trees, and
try both Norwegian and American style Christmas treats. The Open House is from 2:30
to 5:30 pm on Tuesday, December 11, 2018. The ELS Ottesen Museum is located at 4
Browns Court in Mankato, Minnesota.
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/5

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Luke 1:5-25

To Zechariah

12/12 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Luke 1:26-38

To Mary

12/14 6:30PM

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program

12/16 8:30AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

