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FIRST WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE: ADVENT VESPERS
Vespers, p. 120

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #87 “COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – MALACHI 4:4-6 NIV84
4“Remember

the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at
Horeb for all Israel.
5“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the
LORD comes. 6He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts
of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”

THE PSALMODY – PSALM 85
P: You showed favor to your land, O LORD;
C: You restored Jacob.
P: You removed the guilt of your people
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

You covered all their sin.
You put away all your wrath
You turned from your burning anger.
Restore us, O God who saves us.
Put an end to your indignation with us.
Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you extend your anger through all generations?

P: Will you not turn and revive us,
C: so that your people may rejoice in you?
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

Show us your mercy, O LORD,
and give us your salvation.
I will hear what the true God, the LORD, will say.
He indeed speaks peace to his people, to his favored ones, but do not let them turn
to foolish ways.
Surely his salvation is near for those who fear him,

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

so that glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth meet together.
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Truth springs up from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
The LORD will indeed give good things,
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C: and our land will yield its harvest.
P: Righteousness walks in front of him.
C: It prepares the way for his footsteps.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning is now, and ever shall be, forever more. Amen.

THE GOSPEL – LUKE 1:5-25
5In

the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah. His wife was from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6They were both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments and righteous decrees of the Lord. 7They did
not have a child because Elizabeth was unable to bear children, and they were both
well along in years. 8On one occasion, while Zechariah was serving as priest before
God and his division was on duty, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of
the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10The whole crowd
of people were praying outside the temple during the hour of the incense offering.
11An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and overcome by fear. 13But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son for you, and you are to name him John. 14You will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15because he will be great in
the sight of the Lord. He is never to drink wine or beer. He will be filled with the Holy
Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16He will turn many of the sons of Israel back to
the Lord their God. 17He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, to turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous, to prepare a people who are ready for the Lord.”
18Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this, because I am an old man,
and my wife is well along in years?”
19The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God and was
sent to speak to you in order to tell you this good news. 20Now listen, you will be silent
and unable to speak until the day when these things happen, because you did not
believe my words, which will be fulfilled at the proper time.”
21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering what was
taking him so long in the temple. 22When he did come out, he was unable to speak to
them. Then they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. He kept making signs
to them and remained unable to speak.
23When the days of his priestly service were completed, he went back to his home.
24After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived. She kept herself in seclusion for
five months, saying, 25“The Lord has done this for me in the days when he looked with
favor on me and took away my disgrace among the people.”
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE SERMON HYMN #46 “SING PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL”
THE SERMON – LUKE 1:5-25

ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
TO ZECHARIAH

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
THE CANTICLE HYMN #102 “COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE”
THE VERSICLE
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our
life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair
when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and
eternity.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #128:1-4, 8 “COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers; Cover artwork: Don Moldstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/5

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Luke 1:5-25

To Zechariah

12/12 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Luke 1:26-38

To Mary

12/14 6:30PM

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program

12/16 8:30AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM
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