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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son. By His coming give
us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this
world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #109 “HARK THE GLAD SOUND! THE SAVIOR COMES”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P:

Lift up your hearts unto God!
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given His only
Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us
all. Amen.

(During the penitential season of Advent, the Gloria in Excelsis Deo is omitted)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – MALACHI 3:1-4
1Look!

I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of
the Covenant, in whom you delight, will surely come, says the LORD of Armies.
2But who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he
appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach! 3He will be seated
like a refiner and a purifier of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like
gold and like silver. They will belong to the LORD and bring him an offering in
righteousness.
4Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing to the LORD as they were in the
days of old, in years long ago.

10:45 – ADULT CHOIR “MY HEART IS LONGING TO PRAISE MY SAVIOR”

ELH #61

THE EPISTLE – PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11
3I

thank my God every time I remember you. 4Every time I pray for all of you, I
always pray with joy, 5because of your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until
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now. 6I am convinced of this very thing: that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7I am equally convinced that it
is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I have you in my heart, for
both in my chains and in my defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all share in
this grace with me. 8Yes, God is my witness of how I long for all of you with the
affection of Christ Jesus.
9And I pray that your love may still increase more and more in knowledge and every
insight. 10This will result in your approval of the things that really matter, so that you
will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 3:1-6
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Second Sunday in Advent is written in the 3rd chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 1st verse.
1In

the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene— 2during
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of
Zechariah, in the wilderness. 3He went into the whole region around the Jordan,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4Just as it is written in
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight.
5Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be made low.
The crooked will become straight, and the rough ways smooth.
6And everyone will see the salvation of God.”

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
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and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come.
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HYMN #106 “ON JORDAN’S BANK THE HERALD’S CRY”
THE SERMON – MALACHI 3:1-4

THE LORD YOU ARE SEEKING HAS COME

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
(Malachi 3:10)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is shed for you and
for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #111 “WHEN SINNERS SEE THEIR LOST CONDITION”
#107 “WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED”
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #325 “O JESUS, BLESSED LORD, TO THEE”

12

THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #89 “JESUS CAME, THE HEAVENS ADORING”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: Matt Bindert, Jason DeWitt, Adie Harstad, Doyle Holbird;
Adult Choir; Organist: Nathan Madson; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
5:00 PM
Monday:
7:00 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
6:30 PM
Saturday:
10:00 AM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
December
December 24th
December 25th
December 31st

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Lutheran Pioneers @ Mt. Olive
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Council Meeting
MOMs Bible Study in Mt. Olive School library
Catechism Class
Advent Supper
Advent Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Men’ s Breakfast & Bible Study
Preschool Christmas Program
Peace Writers’ Group
Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Sunday School Christmas Program
Group 2 – Refreshments
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 6:30 PM
Christmas Day Divine Service @ 9:00 AM
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion @ 6:30PM

Children who are interested, are invited to play pre-service music for
the Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program on December 16 th. Please
email Laura Harstad at musik23@hotmail.com no later than TODAY,
December 9th, with the name of the child, instrument, and title of Christmas
song they would like to play. Thank you!
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You are invited to sing with the choir this Christmas! Come to the
rehearsals at 7:30 p.m. on December 5, 12, and 19 to learn the music for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We would love to have you join us!
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes two new students, Zoe Bartlett
and Glenn Wiechmann, to our preschool in January. If you desire a Christian
preschool for your child, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. Thanks to all who
participated in our Pastry Puffin Fundraiser. We received orders for 168 boxes of pastry
puffins. This will give our school a total of $840 in profits to use for learning materials,
books and to defray some of our costs of the preschool. Orders can be picked up on
Wednesday, December 12th. The boxes will be set outside with your name on them. If
you would like to pick them up in the evening after the Wednesday night service, that is
fine. Thanks again for your prayers and support for our preschool!
Angel Tags on the Tree? — This Christmas season we’ve decided to adopt
families in need who are connected to our congregation and help purchase gifts
for them. If you’d like to participate, please take one (or more) of the angel tags
off the tree in the new addition by the coffee, buy the gift it lists and bring the
wrapped gift and tag to the church office by Wednesday, December 19th. The gifts will be
delivered to the families before Christmas.
Calling All Writers! – The writers' group meeting will be held Saturday,
December 15, at 10 AM here at Peace. Critique writings, share resources,
overcome writer's block, have fun, and commiserate with your fellow writers!
Come and go as you please. All genres welcome, fiction and nonfiction. If you
are interested in joining the writers' group, please contact Jessie Fries at jfries@blc.edu.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base
budget of $740,000 and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with
Christian Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising
$770,000 for the year in congregational offerings. Please note the envelope provided for
this special offering to ELS and its missions. You may place it in the collection plate today
or over the next couple of weeks, considering the question presented by the psalmist,
“What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?” Psalm 116:12). May our
response be a generous gift in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
The Moms On a Mission bible study has concluded their Fall 2019 study.
All mothers are welcome to join us for our Spring Session which will begin in
February. The morning M.O.M.s will continue to meet Thursday mornings
from 8:30-10am at Peace beginning February 7, 2019. The evening M.O.M.s will meet
Tuesdays from 7-8:30pm in Mt. Olive’s library beginning February 5. Both groups will
continue to work through the book, Boundaries, by Townsend and Cloud. If you have any
questions, please contact Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com.
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Please pick up your 2019 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 239
Wednesday 176
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $4,728.23
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (Sundays
8:30 AM, special evening services @ 6:30 PM). For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose which service you wish to watch.
WELS & ELS Singles – In this day and age, it is getting more and more difficult for single
adults of like beliefs to find and fellowship with each other. Check out the Facebook group
WELS & ELS Lutheran Singles.
The website is Lutheran Singles Connect
(lutheransinglesconnect.com).

Bethany Lutheran College Events
The Bethany Music Department presents their annual Christmas at Bethany concerts in
Trinity Chapel Dec. 6-7 at 5 p.m., Dec. 8 at 1 and 5 p.m., and Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. The concert
will include participation by the Concert Band and Chamber Orchestra directed by
Benjamin Faugstad, the Mary Martha Singers and Handbell Choir directed by Ann
Fredrickson, and the Concert Choir directed by Dennis Marzolf. Advance reservations are
encouraged. Seating is general admission. Tickets are available now from Fine Arts
Coordinator Susan Harstad at 507-344-7365 and online at blc.edu/christmas-at-bethany.
Tickets are free, with a free-will offering received during the concert.
Please join us for the ELS Ottesen's Museum annual Christmas Open House. This year's
theme is "The Norwegians Become Americans: Adopting the English Language and
American Customs in Norwegian-American Homes and Churches". Sing Christmas hymns
new to the 1913 Lutheran Hymnary, learn about early 20th century Christmas trees, and
try both Norwegian and American style Christmas treats. The Open House is from 2:30
to 5:30 pm on Tuesday, December 11, 2018. The ELS Ottesen Museum is located at 4
Browns Court in Mankato, Minnesota.
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/12 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Luke 1:26-38

12/14 6:30PM

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program

12/16 8:30AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Mary

To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

