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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #101 “THE KING SHALL COME”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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THE LESSON – ZEPHANIAH 3:14-17
14Sing

out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15The LORD has removed the judgment against you.
He has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your midst! You no longer
need to fear disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion.
Do not give up. 17The LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes
great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with
singing.”

THE EPISTLE – PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
4Rejoice

in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

QUARTET – “REJOICE IN THE LORD”
Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, Rejoice!
Let your softness be known unto all men; for the Lord is ev'n at hand,
Be not careful, but in all things let your petitions and pray'r
and supplications, with giving of thanks, be known before God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen
Philippians 4:4-7
Composer: Thomas Caustun
© Copyright 1961 by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
All rights reserved Printed in U.S.A. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 3:7-18
7So

John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You
offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore
produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise up
children for Abraham from these stones. 9Even now the ax is ready to strike the root
of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is going to be cut down
and thrown into the fire.”
10The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”
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11He

answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person who
has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we
do?”
13To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”
14Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”
He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusation. Be
satisfied with your wages.”
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if
John could be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But
someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his hand,
and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
18Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good
news to the people.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN #543 “REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS”
SERMON – ZEPHANIAH 3:14-17

WE HAVE REAL REASON TO REJOICE

7

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
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THE CANTICLE – TE DEUM LAUDAMUS
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets
of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P:

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.”
P:

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
P:

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

THE KYRIE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely
brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #376 “REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Quartet: Eric Halvorson, Eric Harstad, Erik Hermanson, Eric Woller;
Organist: Rachel Lowrey; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
3:00 PM
Monday:
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
December
December 24th
6:30 PM
th
December 25
9:00 AM
December 31st
6:30 PM
January 6th
9:45 AM

Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Sunday School Christmas Program
Mt. Olive School Christmas Program
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow, off until January 7th
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Catechism Class
Advent Supper
Advent Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Men’ s Breakfast & Bible Study
Divine Service, NO Sunday School or Bible Class
Group 2 – Refreshments
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Divine Service
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion
Sunday School & Bible class resume

Angel Tags on the Tree? — This Christmas season we’ve decided to adopt
families in need who are connected to our congregation and help purchase gifts
for them. If you’d like to participate, please take one (or more) of the angel tags
off the tree in the new addition by the coffee, buy the gift it lists and bring the wrapped
gift and tag to the church office by Wednesday, December 19th. The gifts will be delivered
to the families before Christmas.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have had Christmas smiles on all week
long! Wednesday, we caroled at Laurel’s Edge and also visited BLC seminary for
a special Christmas tree story. Many thanks to President and Mrs. Schmeling for
hosting our preschool and keeping us fed with yummy Christmas cookies! We also thank
everyone for participating with our Pastry Puffin Fundraiser. With your help, our profits
totaled $1,028! We congratulate Brooke Flatin and her family for selling 59 boxes of
Pastry Puffins. Special thanks to Kristi and Josh Ringen Family and many volunteers, for
making sandwiches and punch for our fellowship hour after our Preschool Christmas!! No
words can express the joy our preschoolers feel when they sing these special Jesus
Christmas songs and recite Bible passages for their special Christmas service. If you would
like to register your child for our Winter semester, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
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Please pick up your 2019 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base
budget of $740,000 and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with
Christian Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising
$770,000 for the year in congregational offerings. Special envelopes (on the table in the
narthex by the offering envelopes) are provided for this special offering to ELS and its
missions. You may place it in the collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks,
considering the question presented by the psalmist, “What shall I render to the LORD for
all His benefits toward me?” Psalm 116:12). May our response be a generous gift in
accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.

Last week at Peace: Sunday 368
Wednesday 138
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $21,961.14
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (Sundays
8:30 AM, special evening services @ 6:30 PM). For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose which service you wish to watch.

MVL Christmas Concert - Dec. 20 - You're invited to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High
School on Thursday, December 20th, for our Christmas concert! The Freshmen Choir, A
Capella Choir, Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band have been eagerly preparing pieces that
celebrate our Savior's birth. Preconcert music will be provided by the band beginning at
6:45 P.M. with the concert beginning at 7:00 P.M. For those unable to attend, we hope
to livestream the concert on our Facebook page (facebook.com/mvlhs).
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/16 8:30AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

