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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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“A SIMPLE CHRISTMAS”
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN “O COME, LITTLE CHILDREN”
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SING WE ALL NOEL, P. 43

THE INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

NARRATOR
Many of us have seen and participated in a number of Christmas Programs over the years.
Some have been elaborate, with many songs and memorized lines. Some have had a big
theme with many intricate parts. Some were a reenactment of the first Christmas and
perhaps had many decorations and costumes. But no matter how it’s been done, hasn’t
it always been all about the simple story from God’s Word? And despite its simplicity this
familiar story contains so much for us— so much hope and joy in the birth of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Our Christmas this year program focuses on that simple story.
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RECITATION – 7TH & 8TH GRADE LUKE 2:1-5 (NIV84)
1In

those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius
was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.
5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and
was expecting a child.

ALL CHILDREN SING “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”, VS. 1
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
Congregation Sings:
2. O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny;
That trusts Thy mighty power to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
3. O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

RECITATION – KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE LUKE 2:6-7 (EHV)
6And

so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

ALL CHILDREN SING “BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD”

BY ANDREW PETERSEN

REFRAIN
Behold, the Lamb of God
Who takes away our sin
Behold the Lamb of God
The life and light of men
Behold the Lamb of God
Who died and rose again
Behold the Lamb of God who comes
To take away our sin
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Verse 1 (August & Kaitlyn Jeske)
Broken hearts--behold our broken hearts
Fallen far--we need you
Behold the sin of man
REFRAIN
Verse 2 (August & Kaitlyn Jeske)
Son of God--Emmanuel
Son of Man--we praise you
Behold the Lamb, The hope of man
Behold the Lamb of God
REFRAIN

RECITATION – 2ND & 3RD GRADE LUKE 2:8-12 (EHV)
8There

were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all
people: 11Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.
12And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.”

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN SING “IN A LITTLE STABLE”
1. In a little stable, far across the sea
Was a little baby, Just like you and me.
2. Not a bed or cradle, Not a pillow deep,
But a lowly manger, Was His place to sleep.
3. Shepherds stood around Him, Angels watched with care,
For this Babe was Jesus, Lying smiling there.
4. Oh, I love this Jesus, Who was little then,
For He surely loves me, Little though I am.

RECITATION – PRESCHOOL LUKE 2:13-14 (EHV)
13Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising

God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”
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OLDER CHILDREN SING “WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS”
BY ANDREW PETERSEN

(Vocalist - Mike Madson)
1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down And glory shone around
2. ”Fear not!" said he; for mighty dread Had seized their troubled minds
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring To you and all mankind
(Quartet - Abby Hartwig, Gracen Lukasek, Chloe Theiste, Olivia Woller)
3. To you in David's house this day Is born of David's line
The Savior who is Christ the Lord And this shall be the sign:
4. The heavenly babe you there shall find To human view displayed
All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands And in a manger laid"
(All older children)
5. Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Christ is born
Hallelujah, Sing Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Christ is born
6. ”All glory be to God on high And to the earth be peace
Good will henceforth from God to man Begin and never cease”

RECITATION – 4TH TO 6TH GRADE LUKE 2:15-20 (NIV84)
15When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.” 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been
told.

K – 3RD GRADE CHILDREN SING “SILENT NIGHT! HOLY NIGHT” VS. 1 & 2
1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
(Congregation sings verses 3 & 4 while students take their seats in the front three rows)
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3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
4. Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

SERMON – ZEPHANIAH 3:14-17

WE HAVE REAL REASON TO REJOICE

14Sing

out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15The LORD has removed the judgment against you.
He has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your midst! You no longer
need to fear disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion.
Do not give up. 17The LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes
great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with
singing.”

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries You repeated and affirmed Your promise to
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through Your prophets
of old, You continually directed the eyes of Your people to the advent of their Savior.

C: We praise You, O Lord, for keeping Your promise and sending Your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P:

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use Your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.”
P:

You sent Your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.

C: Fill our lives with the message of Your peace and the music of Your grace.
P:

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see Your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
P:

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in Your grace, in Your power, and in Your glory.

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it.”
(Malachi 3:10)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

(Students take their places in front again.)
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THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

ALL STUDENTS SING “JOY TO THE WORLD” VS. 1 & 2
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
(congregation sings verses 3 & 4.)
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, And wonders, wonders of his love.

SOLI DEO GLORIA! – TO GOD ALONE THE GLORY!

There are Treat Bags for the children as they leave the sanctuary.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Pre-service music: Piano - Adelyn Harstad, Maria Harstad, Leo Harstad, Enzo Lin, Gemma
Lin, Philip Lukasek, Christian Moldstad, Mallory Novak, Lilli Olsen, Grace Peters,
Trumpet – Caleb Moldstad;
The Sunday School Children;
Piano Accompanist: Brittany Moldstad; Guitar/Vocal Solo: Mike Madson;
Vocal Duet: August & Kaitlyn Jeske;
Quartet: Abby Hartwig, Gracen Lukasek, Chloe Theiste, Olivia Woller;
Sunday School Christmas Program Director: Emily Wolff;
Sunday School Superintendent: Eric Woller;
Organist/Piano Accompanist: Rachel Lowrey; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!

Announcements

This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
3:00 PM
Monday:
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
December
December 24th
6:30 PM
December 25th
9:00 AM
December 31st
6:30 PM
January 6th
9:45 AM

Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Sunday School Christmas Program
Mt. Olive School Christmas Program
Ladies’ Fellowship Flow, off until January 7th
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Catechism Class
Advent Supper
Advent Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Men’ s Breakfast & Bible Study
Divine Service, NO Sunday School or Bible Class
Group 2 – Refreshments
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Divine Service
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion
Sunday School & Bible class resume

Thank you to the Peace Lutheran Sunday school staff – Meghan &
Jared Bach, Paul & Lynnea Bunkowske, Derek & Sarah Harstad, Joel Kom,
Kristen Lukasek, Kristi Mize, Lori Pipal, Missy Vandermause, Eric Woller, Jen
Wosmek, Music: Laura Harstad, Joni Moldstad, Emily Wolff.
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Please pick up your 2019 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Angel Tags on the Tree? — This Christmas season we’ve decided to adopt
families in need who are connected to our congregation and help purchase gifts
for them. If you’d like to participate, please take one (or more) of the angel tags
off the tree in the new addition by the coffee, buy the gift it lists and bring the
wrapped gift and tag to the church office by Wednesday, December 19th. The gifts will be
delivered to the families before Christmas.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have had Christmas smiles on all week
long! Wednesday, we caroled at Laurel’s Edge and also visited BLC seminary for
a special Christmas tree story. Many thanks to President and Mrs. Schmeling for
hosting our preschool and keeping us fed with yummy Christmas cookies! We also thank
everyone for participating with our Pastry Puffin Fundraiser. With your help, our profits
totaled $1,028! We congratulate Brooke Flatin and her family for selling 59 boxes of
Pastry Puffins. Special thanks to Kristi and Josh Ringen Family and many volunteers, for
making sandwiches and punch for our fellowship hour after our Preschool Christmas!! No
words can express the joy our preschoolers feel when they sing these special Jesus
Christmas songs and recite Bible passages for their special Christmas service. If you would
like to register your child for our Winter semester, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base
budget of $740,000 and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with
Christian Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising
$770,000 for the year in congregational offerings. Please note the envelope provided for
this special offering to ELS and its missions. You may place it in the collection plate today
or over the next couple of weeks, considering the question presented by the psalmist,
“What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward me?” Psalm 116:12). May our
response be a generous gift in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 368
Wednesday 153
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $21,961.14
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (Sundays
8:30 AM, special evening services @ 6:30 PM). For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose which service you wish to watch.
12

MVL Christmas Concert - Dec. 20 - You're invited to Minnesota Valley Lutheran High
School on Thursday, December 20th, for our Christmas concert! The Freshmen Choir, A
Capella Choir, Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band have been eagerly preparing pieces that
celebrate our Savior's birth. Preconcert music will be provided by the band beginning at
6:45 P.M. with the concert beginning at 7:00 P.M. For those unable to attend, we hope
to livestream the concert on our Facebook page (facebook.com/mvlhs).

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/16 8:30AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

