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THIRD WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE: ADVENT VESPERS
Vespers, p. 120

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #100:1-3 “THE BRIDEGROOM SOON WILL CALL US”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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THE PSALMODY – PSALM 24
P:

The earth is the Lord’s and everything that fills it,

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

the world and all who live in it,
because he founded it on the seas,
and he established it on the rivers.
Who may go up to the mountain of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
whose soul is not set on what is false, who does not swear deceitfully.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God who saves him.
Such are the people of Jacob who look for the LORD,
who seek your face.
Lift up your heads, you gates.
Lift yourselves up, you ancient doors, and the King of Glory will come in.
Who is this King of Glory?

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
All:

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, you gates.
Lift up, you ancient doors, and the King of Glory will come in.
Who is he, this King of Glory?
The Lord of Armies—he is the King of Glory.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning is now, and ever shall be, forever more. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – ISAIAH 7:10-14
10The LORD

spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11“Ask for a sign from the LORD your God.
Ask for it either in the depths below or in the heights above.”
12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, neither will I test the LORD.”
13So Isaiah said: “Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for you to try
the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14Therefore the Lord
himself will give you all a sign. Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and call his name Immanuel.
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THE EPISTLE LESSON – ROMANS 1:1-7
1Paul,

a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of

God, 2which he promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures. 3This
gospel is about his Son—who in the flesh was born a descendant of David, 4who in the
spirit of holiness was declared to be God’s powerful Son by his resurrection from the
dead—Jesus Christ, our Lord. 5Through him we received grace and the call to be an
apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles, 6including you, who were called by Jesus Christ.
7To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE SERMON HYMN #103:1-4 “HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED”
THE SERMON – MATTHEW 1:18-25

ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS:
TO JOSEPH

18This

is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged
in marriage to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by
the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to
disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering these
things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23“Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name
him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”
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24When

Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him. He took Mary home as his wife, 25but he was not intimate with her
until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he named him Jesus.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
THE VERSICLE
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:

THE CANTICLE HYMN #105 “RISE, CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM”
THE PRAYERS, BEGINNING WITH THE KYRIE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our
life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair
when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and
eternity.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #148:1-4 “PRAISE GOD THE LORD, YE SONS OF MEN”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Pianist: Brittany Moldstad; The ushers; Cover artwork: Don Moldstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS – WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“ANGELIC ADVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS”

12/19 5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Matthew 1:18-23

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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To Joseph

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM
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