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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us
ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You
always; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN #91:1-3 “LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES”
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O Most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe
on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them
His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)

(During the penitential season of Advent, the Gloria in Excelsis Deo is omitted)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – MICAH 5:2-5A
2But

you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.
3Therefore the LORD will give them up,
until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.
Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.
4He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.
5This one will be their peace.

THE EPISTLE – HEBREWS 10:5-10
5Therefore

when he entered the world, Christ said:
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but you prepared a body for me.
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6You

were not pleased
with burnt offerings and sin offerings.
7Then I said, “Here I am.
I have come to do your will, God.
In the scroll of the book it is written about me.”
8First he said:
Sacrifices and offerings that were offered according to the law,
both burnt offerings and sin offerings,
you did not desire,
and you were not pleased with them.
9Then he said:
Here I am.
I have come to do your will.
He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 10By this will, we have
been sanctified once and for all, through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel. Alleluia. (Matthew 1:23)

THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is written in the 1st chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 39th verse.
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THE GOSPEL – LUKE 1:39-55
39In

those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of Judah.
the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41Just as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. 42She called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43But why am I so favored that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? 44In fact, just now, as soon as the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy! 45Blessed is she who believed,
because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”
46Then Mary said,
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
47and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,
48because he has looked with favor on the humble state of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones.
He has lifted up the lowly.
53He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he has sent away
empty.
54He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.
40She entered

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #111:1-4 “WHEN SINNERS SEE THEIR LOST CONDITION”
THE SERMON – MICAH 5:2-5A

THIS ONE WILL BE THEIR PEACE
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THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
Proverbs 3:9

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.
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THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
11

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

12

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is shed for you and
for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #181 “OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN”
#108 “CREATOR OF THE STARRY HEIGHT”
THE NUNC DIMITTIS

15

16

THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God, now and forever.
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

CLOSING HYMN #110:1, 6, 7 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: Paul Fries, Paul Wold;
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Monday:
6:30 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
December
December 31st
6:30 PM
th
January 6
9:45 AM

Divine Service w/HC, NO Sunday School/Bible Class
Christmas Eve Divine Service w/candlelight
Christmas Day Divine Service
Divine Service, NO Sunday School or Bible Class
Group 2 – Refreshments
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion
Sunday School & Bible class resume

Affirmation of Baptism during the 10:45 service today for Van Gerald
Vandermause, son of Greg and Melissa Vandermause, who was born on
December 10th and baptized on December 11th. May God strengthen Van to live
in his baptismal grace all the days of his life.
Please pick up your 2019 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
We are in need of more ushers for both services. Men, ages 15 and up, if
you are able to help in this way please contact Nick Peters at
petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com. There will be usher training early next year.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers thanks all who were able to volunteer
for our Preschool Christmas Service and fellowship time afterward with
wonderful sandwiches and punch. We thank our families for helping children
with memory passages and Christmas songs and also bringing cookies for our
fellowship time. Many thanks to Tammi Emmons for help with the program, Rachel
Lowrey for playing the piano, and to Kristi Ringen for heading up our fellowship time. If
you would like to register your child for our winter semester, please call Joslyn at 3857752 or email me at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. School resumes January 2nd.
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Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base
budget of $740,000 and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with
Christian Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising
$770,000 for the year in congregational offerings. Special envelopes (on the table in the
narthex by the offering envelopes) are provided for this special offering to ELS and its
missions. You may place it in the collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks,
considering the question presented by the psalmist, “What shall I render to the LORD for
all His benefits toward me?” Psalm 116:12). May our response be a generous gift in
accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.

Last week at Peace: Sunday 476
Wednesday 161
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $9,867.69
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live (Sundays
8:30 AM, special evening services @ 6:30 PM). For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose which service you wish to watch.

CHRISTMAS EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
6:30PM

CHRISTMAS DAY
DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM
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NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

