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DECEMBER 30, 2018

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take upon Himself our
human nature. By His gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 4, p. 107

THE LUTHERAN “CHORALE” SERVICE1
OPENING HYMN #127:1-4 “I AM SO GLAD WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O Most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe
on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them
His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.
1

This morning we are making use of the Lutheran Chorale Service (ELH Rite 4, p. 107). This service uses
congregational singing to respond to the pastor’s reading of the Word. It has been called “an occasion for
actively and joyously proclaiming the Gospel anew’. This form put the liturgy in the hands of the common
folk instead of relying on the singing of a professional choir.
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THE GLORIA HYMN #135 “NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE”
THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE LESSON – 1 SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26
18But

Samuel ministered before the LORD while he was still a young boy, dressed
in a special vest made of linen. 19His mother would make a little robe for him and
bring it to him whenever she came up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice.
20Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD give you offspring from
this woman in place of the son she asked for, whom she loaned to the LORD.” Then
they would go back to their home. …
26The young man Samuel continued to grow, and he increased in favor with both
the LORD and with men.

THE EPISTLE – HEBREWS 2:10-18
10Certainly it

was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything
exists), in leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal
through sufferings. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all
have one Father. For that reason, he is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says:
I will declare your name to my brothers.
Within the congregation I will sing your praise.
13And again:
I will trust in him.
And again:
Here I am and the children God has given me.
14Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same
flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power
of death (that is, the Devil) 15and free those who were held in slavery all their lives
by the fear of death. 16For surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with
helping Abraham’s offspring. 17For this reason, he had to become like his brothers in
every way, in order that he would be a merciful and faithful high priest in the things
pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the sins of the people. 18Indeed, because
he suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

THE CHIEF HYMN #187 “OUR FATHER, BY WHOSE NAME”
THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 2:41-52
41Every

year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42When
he was twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the Festival.
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43When

the days had ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it. 44Since they thought he was in their group,
they went a day’s journey. Then they began to look for him among their relatives and
friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.
46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us this way? See,
your father and I have been anxiously looking for you.”
49He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must
be taking care of my Father’s business?” 50They did not understand what he was
telling them.
51He went down with them and came to Nazareth. He was always obedient to
them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people.

THE CREED HYMN #37 “WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD”
THE SERMON – LUKE 2:41-52
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P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus unto everlasting life. Amen.

HYMN #149 “IN THEE IS GLADNESS”
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole Christian Church on earth, that the Lord would continue to
pour out His Holy Spirit on all nations.
Almighty and everlasting God, by Your Holy Spirit You create saving faith in the souls
of Your people. Continue to fill the hearts of Your faithful people with Your grace as
the Gospel is preached and the sacraments administered.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: Almighty God the Father, send Your Spirit upon Your faithful people that, by the
proclamation of Your Gospel message, fervent love for one another would increase.
By Your Spirit, empower Your people to abound in works of love toward those in
need.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: Lord of the nations, according to Your will, calm the troubled areas of conflict
throughout the world. Remove the threat of terror and anarchy which plague our
planet. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and strife, and
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destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and bloodshed. Protect our military
personnel as they work to achieve an end to worldly conflicts. Sustain them in their
time away from family, and guide them to serve with honesty and integrity.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: O merciful Father in heaven, guide all who have authority over us, especially our
President; the Congress of the United States; our Governor; and all who make,
administer, and judge our laws. We humbly pray that these Your servants will fulfill
their civic duties, recognizing that they are Your instruments to care for us and to
promote stability and tranquility in our communities.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: O Lord God, visit the homes in which Your people dwell, and keep all harm and danger
far from them. We thank You for the gift of parents, by whom You care for us. Cause
us never to despise or anger our mothers and fathers, but to honor them, serve and
obey them, and love and cherish them.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: Almighty and Everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of
the weak, may the prayers of those who are in any tribulation or distress graciously
come before You. Grant that even despite their illnesses, they may rejoice in Your
manifold help and comfort. Graciously abide with those who mourn the loss of loved
ones. Comfort them with Your certain promise of a joyful reunion in heaven for all
those who die in the faith.
C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
(intercession for special needs may be made at this time.)
P: Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Grant us Your peace, O Lord! Amen!

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
Proverbs 3:9

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

LORD’S PRAYER HYMN #383 “OUR FATHER, THOU IN HEAVEN ABOVE”
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake
the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in
Christ’s name.
C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #163 “O REJOICE, YE CHRISTIANS, LOUDLY”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Amanda Madson; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project.
All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Monday:
6:30 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
January

Divine Service, NO Sunday School/Bible Class
New Year’s Eve Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Divine Service
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Group 6 – Refreshments

Please pick up your 2019 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
We are in need of more ushers for both services. Men, ages 15 and up, if
you are able to help in this way please contact Nick Peters at
petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com. There will be usher training early next year.
Please consider either a donation (memo line: EHV Bible donation) to help
purchase EHV Bibles for the church OR purchasing a Bible in memory of
someone. See the insert/order form for more information.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool- If you would like to register your child for
our winter semester, please call Joslyn at 385-7752 or email her at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. School resumes January 2nd.
Church Decorations - We are looking for help with taking down our Christmas
decorations and storing them away on Saturday, January 5th, at 9 a.m. If you are
able to volunteer your time it would be greatly appreciated!
Family Night - Hawaiian Style - Aloha! Put on your favorite Hawaiian shirt
and head to Peace at 6pm on Friday, Jan. 11th, for family night. We
mainlanders will be attempting our best Hawaiian Luau, including Hawaiian
themed food and games. Please bring a dish to pass (Hawaiian-style if you’d
like). We hope to see you there. Aloha!
Last week at Peace: Sunday
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

237
296
218
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