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Divine Service – 6:30 PM 
 

DECEMBER 31, 2018 NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to 
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

PARENT’S ROOM 
A room is available if your little one needs a moment.  It is the first room on the right 
as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room to 
enable you to hear and see the service.  Changing tables are in both restrooms. 

FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.  To use, 
please switch your hearing aid to “T.” 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before 
the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly 
on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of Your goodness.  Help us to enter 
the new year trusting in the name of Your Son and walking in the way of His peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD” 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE  
Adaptation of The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, p. 130 

 

OPENING HYMN #4   “IN JESUS’ NAME” 

THE INVOCATION AND VERSICLES 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

P: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. 

C: A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.   

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – ISAIAH 63:7-18 
7I will tell about the LORD’s mercies, 
about the praises of the LORD, 
about all that the LORD has done for us, 
about his great goodness to the house of Israel, 
which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion, 
and according to his great mercy. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 
children who will not deal falsely,” 
so he became their Savior. 
9In all their anguish he felt anguish, 
and the Angel of his Presence saved them. 
In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them, 
and he took them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit, 
so he turned against them and became an enemy. 
He himself fought against them. 
11Yet he remembered the days of old, 
the days of Moses and his people. 
Where is the one who brought them up from the sea, 

with the shepherds of his flock? 
Where is the one who set his Holy Spirit in their midst, 
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12who sent his majestic arm to the right hand of Moses, 
who divided waters before them 
to make an everlasting name for himself, 
13who let them walk through the depths? 
Like a horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble. 
14Like cattle that descend into a valley, 
they were given rest by the LORD’s Spirit. 
This is how you led your people 

to make a majestic name for yourself. 
15Gaze down from the heavens and see, 
from your holy and beautiful dwelling place. 
Where is your zeal and your might? 
The feelings of your heart and your compassion 

are withheld from me. 

16But you are our Father, 
though Abraham does not know us, 
though Israel does not acknowledge us. 
You, the LORD, are our Father. 
Our Redeemer from everlasting is your name. 
17Why do you cause us to wander from your ways, LORD? 
Why do you harden our heart so that we do not fear you? 
Return for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes that are your heritage. 
18For a short time your holy people possessed the land. 
Now our adversaries have trampled your sanctuary. 

PENITENTIAL PSALM  PSALM 130 CW P. 114 
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From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993     
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.  

THE EPISTLE – 1 PETER 1:22-25 
22Since you have purified your souls by obeying the truth, resulting in sincere 

brotherly love, love one another constantly from a pure heart. 23For you have been 
born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 24For:  

All flesh is like grass,  
and all its glory is like a flower of the field.  
The grass withers,  
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and the flower falls,  
25but the word of the Lord endures forever.  

And this is the word that was preached to you.  

THE GOSPEL – LUKE 13:6-9 
6He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came 

looking for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for 
three years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. 
Cut it down. Why even let it use up the soil?’ 8But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, 
leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 9If it produces 
fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’”  

HYMN #159    “TO THE NAME OF OUR SALVATION” 

SERMON – PSALM 90    TEACH US TO NUMBER OUR DAYS 
1Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
2Before the mountains were born,  
before you gave birth to the earth and the world,  
from eternity to eternity you are God. 
3You grind people to dust,  
and you say, “Return, children of Adam.” 
4For a thousand years in your sight are like a day,  
like yesterday that has gone by, 
or like a watch in the night. 
5You sweep them away like a flood.  
They are like sleep in the morning,  
like grass which changes quickly. 
6In the morning it sprouts and grows. 
By evening it is cut down, and it withers. 
7Surely, we are consumed by your anger,  
and by your wrath we are terrified. 
8You have laid out our guilty deeds in front of you.  
Our hidden sins are revealed in the light of your face. 
9For all our days pass away under your fury. 
We finish our years like a sigh. 
10The days of our lives add up to seventy years,  
or eighty years if we are strong. 
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Yet the best of them are trouble and sorrow,  
for they disappear quickly, and we fly away. 
11Who can understand the power of your anger? 
But your fury is consistent with the fear that is owed to you. 
12Teach us to number our days in such a way,  

that we bring a heart of wisdom. 
13Turn, O Lord! How long!  
Change your mind toward your servants. 
14Satisfy us in the morning with your mercy,  
so that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 
15Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,  
for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
16Let your deeds be seen by your servants  
and your majesty by their children. 
17May the kindness of the Lord our God rest upon us.  
Establish the work of our hands for us.  
Yes, establish the work of our hands. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: And now I ask you, in the presence of God, who searches the heart:  Do you sincerely 

confess that you have sinned against God and deserved His wrath and punishment? 

C: I do so confess. 

P: Truly you should confess, for Holy Scripture declares:  “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”   

Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word and deed? 

C: I do repent. 

P: Truly you should repent, as did the penitent sinners:  King David, who prayed for a 
contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and 
others.   

Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus sake, will forgive you all you 
sins? 

C: I do so believe. 
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P: Truly you should believe, for the Holy Scripture declares:  “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”  

Do you promise that by the power of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life? 

C: I do so promise. 

P: Truly you should promise, for Christ the Lord says:  “Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  

Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the 
forgiveness of all your sins? 

C: I do so believe. 

P: Truly you should believe, for Christ the Lord says:  “Whoever hears you, hears Me” 
and “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them.”  

Upon this your confession, come forward to the altar of the Lord and receive the 
declaration of the forgiveness of all your sins.  (The communicants come forward to 
the altar.) 

 By the authority of God and my holy office I declare to you the gracious forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Dismissal 

May He who has begun the good work in you perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  
Peace be with you.  Amen.  

General Absolution 

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To all who believe 
on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them 
His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

THE OFFERING 
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 

this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 
offering which supports our ministry. 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 

(II Corinthians 9:8) 
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PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members of the 
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today.  Visitors, please speak to the Pastor 
about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way 
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of 
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for 
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #561   “ABIDE WITH ME; FAST FALLS THE EVENTIDE” 
      #429   “CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE” 

THE COLLECT 
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent.  Abide with us 

and with Your whole Church.  Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our 
life, and in the end of the world.  Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with 
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing.  Abide with us when 
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair 
when death shall come.  Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and 
eternity. 
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THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN #160   “O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who served in our service today: 
Organist: Crystal Foslien; The ushers.  

To God be the Glory! 

 
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project.  

All rights reserved.  www.wartburgproject.org 

http://www.wartburgproject.org/
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