The Peace Messenger
Peace Lutheran Church
2090 Commerce Drive
North Mankato MN 56003

Worship Schedule
Sundays 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
at 9:45am
Serving Peace
Pastor Tim Hartwig
Cell – 507-382-6826
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Matt Moldstad
Cell – 507-382-0045
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Office - Karen Wold
Phone – 507-385-1386
karen@peacemankato.com
Church Council
President:
Brad Wosmek
Vice President:
Nick Hauman
Secretary:
Greg Miller
Spiritual Leadership:
Paul Fries
Christian Education:
Bob Paulsen
Property Management:
Matt Bindert
Stewardship:
Jason Westman
Gospel Outreach:
Greg Vandermause
Jesus’ Lambs Preschool
Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Crossed - Youth Group
www.peacemankato.org/crossed
crossedyouth@gmail.com

Special Interest Dates
1st,8th,15th,22nd
Financial Peace
University 6:30p
2nd,16th Men’s Bible Study 6:30a
3rd,10th
Usher Training 9:00a
6th Board of Education Mtg 6:00p
Spiritual Leadership Mtg 7:00p
13th
Council Meeting 6:30p
14th,21st,28th Lenten Suppers 5:15p
14th Ash Wednesday Service 6:30p
21st,28th
Lenten Services 6:30p
23rd Red Cross Blood Drive 12-5p
27th
Stewardship Meeting 6:30p

Newsletter
February 2018

TRUE LOVE!
February is often referred to as the
“Month of Love” — a month filled
with
roses,
boxed-chocolates,
special Valentines dinners and don’t
forget Cupid, and his quiver of
arrows. And while all of these are
associated with the love, do they
really express true love? They
might… but again, they might not.
There is a story that comes from the
time of Oliver Cromwell in England.
A young soldier had been tried in
military court and sentenced to
death. He was to be shot at the
“ringing of the curfew bell.”
Unbeknownst
to
anyone, his fiancée
climbed up into the bell
tower several hours
before curfew and tied
herself to the bell’s
huge clapper.
At
curfew time, when only
muted sounds came out of the bell
tower, Cromwell demanded to know
why the bell was not ringing. His
soldiers went to investigate and
found the young woman cut and
bleeding from being knocked back
and forth against the great bell.
They brought her down, so the story
goes, and Cromwell was so
impressed with her willingness to
suffer in this way on behalf of
someone she loved that he
dismissed the condemned soldier
saying, “Curfew shall not ring
tonight.”
I don’t know if the soldier was truly
guilty or not? But I do know that we
are…every one of us! “For all have

sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” (Romans 3:23).
But we also know of an amazing love
where another innocent one was
willing to die for the guilty.
Jesus once said, “My command is this:
Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, that
he lay down his life for his friends. You
are My friends...” (John 15:12-14).
That’s exactly what Jesus did! He gave
up His innocent life for the guilty; for
you and me. He, who was without sin,
was nailed to the cross, and there,
weighted down with the
incredible
load
of
everyone else’s sins, He
became sin for us! He,
then, paid the debt of
those sins, in full, through
His own death. And when
He rose from the grave,
His victory song declared,
“Because I live, you also will live!” -Now we know what true love is! The
very love that Jesus has shown to us!
But it doesn’t stop there. With faith in
our forgiven hearts, we are called to
let that faith shine brightly onto
others! We have the love of Jesus
living in our hearts; a true love that is
to be reflected in our daily lives.
Remember, it was our Savior, who
said: “Love one another. Just as I have
loved you, so also you are to love one
another. By this everyone will know you
are My disciples…” (John 13:34-35).
As forgiven sinners, and ambassadors
for Christ, we know true love beyond
compare . . .and its a love, we WANT to
share!
- Board for Home Outreach

Our Mission
The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

Council Meeting Minutes – January 9, 2018
The Mission & Ministry Coordination Council (MMCC) meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on January
9, 2018. Council members present were: Pastor Hartwig, Pastor Moldstad, Brad Wosmek –President, Nick
Hauman –Vice President, Paul Fries – Spiritual Leadership, Greg Vandermause – Gospel Outreach, Bob Paulsen
– Christian Education, Jason Westman – Stewardship, Matt Bindert – Property Management, Greg Miller –
Secretary. One seminary student observing. Absent and excused:.

➢ Devotion: Pastor Hartwig on Mark 1:4-11.
➢ Announcements – None.
➢ Presentation by Dr. Tim Plath of Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School:
• Presented the current and projected enrollment for MVL. Dr. Plath has visited association Christian Day
Schools and polled the students for many years as far as their plans to attend or not attend MVL. A
formula based on the results of those polls has always been accurate in determining future enrollment.
This year the enrollment is 197 students. It is projected that there will be 205 students next school year
and that the enrollment will continue to grow each year with the 2025-26 school year having 286
students. With this expected growth, MVL is evaluating the need to add teachers, what curriculum
changes need to be made and what changes need to be made to the facility. He also presented the
annual enrollment, cost/student, base tuition and the amount of the cost of education paid by families,
association churches and other sources from 2007-08 to the present. The cost of education has gone up
significantly, but the amount provided by association churches has remained flat. Dr. Plath is visiting the
association churches and asking them to increase their financial assistance by 2% per year over the next
5 years. He is also asking us to keep MVL in our prayers.
➢ Agenda – Approved
➢ Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approved
➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Moldstad)
• Working on getting together a bookshelf for the church.
• In the process of planning Lenten and Easter services and it is already planned to have two services Easter
morning.
• Synod nominations need to be sent in soon.
➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig)
• The average divine service attendance this last 2017 was 301, up from 279 for the previous year. Bible
Study and Sunday School attendance were also up over the previous year.
• Pastor Hartwig met with the newly formed Furnishings Committee. The new sanctuary space and the
addition are serving us well. Still working out how best to use the space we have.
• Planning is underway for an Easter postcard for outreach.
• Working on finding new prospects for Adult Instruction.
• Working on how to better use our current sign.
• Membership changes presented: Additions: Baptism: Corynn Beitlich; Transfer in: Hannah Taylor;
➢ Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Paul Fries)
• Approved pastor’s membership changes. There was no meeting this month.
• Approved pastor’s membership change.
• Working on guidelines on use of the new area for wedding receptions which will eventually be decided
by the voters.
• Usher training will be held.

•
•

Next month the board will be going through the delinquent list again.
Decided to try a new Communion process beginning on Ash Wednesday. There will be a pastor and an
assistant on each side with the pews on the left side of the church going up to the pastor and assistant
on the left and the pews on the right going up to the right.
• Planning on one Sunday service during the summer.
• Microphone issues have been challenging and they are still being worked on.
Mmsp (motion made, seconded and passed) to approve the above membership changes.
➢ Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Greg Vandermause)
• No report.
➢ Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Bob Paulsen)
• The board had a short meeting to discuss the figures given by the Mount Olive School Board. The next
meeting our liaison, Matt Lukasek will explain more and answer some of the Board’s questions.
➢ Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Jason Westman) – presented by Pastor Moldstad
• There was no meeting, but Profit and Loss Statements were presented. There is still a shortfall, but the
November and December offerings were up and substantially reduced the shortfall.
➢ Property Management (Coordinator ~ Matt Bindert)
• The insurance company’s required Safety Program was discussed, and it was found that much of it does
not fall under the purview of the Property Management Board.
• There is a need for additional coat racks.
➢ MMSP to approve all reports.
➢ Old Business
• Mmsp to approve the nomination of the following men to the Synod Convention: Adie Harstad, John
Stadler, Brad Wosmek, Eric Harstad and Phil Wels.
➢ New Business
• Discussion about Written Safety Program required by the new insurance company. Pastor Hartwig and
Nick Hauman will work on this. The understanding is that it must be completed by June 4, 2018.
• Review of written expense report provided by Mt. Olive School Board. According to their estimates, with
the current set tuition, Peace students are paying $500 less than the cost to educate them. The estimate
is that there are 62 Peace members that attend Mt. Olive.
• Reports from the Boards for the Open Forum Meeting discussed. Each chairman will get their points to
Brad Wosmek by January 26th for the Open Forum Meeting which will be on January 28th. There also will
be a recognition of all the work done by the Building Committee. Pastor Hartwig will talk about how we
all need to be encouraged to reach out to visitors to make them feel welcome.
• Voter’s Meeting will also be held with the voters deciding how they want to proceed with the financial
challenges. Also, the following church officers will be completing their current terms: Brad Wosmek,
Greg Vandermause, Rob Pipal, Adie Harstad, Jason DeWitt, Pete Schuch, Mike Madsen, Tim Paulsen and
John Geistfeld.
• Nick Hauman announced that Antioch denied our grant application. They said they had a record number
of applicants this year.
• We need to plan a Church Council retreat this coming summer to discuss goals and directions.
➢ Next council meeting – Tuesday, February 13, 2018 @ 6:30 pm.
➢ Motion made to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. MMSP.
Respectfully Submitted,
Greg Miller

Open Forum Minutes – January 28, 2018
Power Point Presentation by Chairman, Brad Wosmek
Open Discussion
• It was announced that the first men’s early Friday morning Bible Study will be on February 2 at the
Happy Chef restaurant on highway 169 north at 6:30 AM.

•

There will be an ushers training for the new process of giving Communion. It was expressed that the
goal was not to rush it but to make it more efficient. When church service runs late on Communion
Sunday it is hard to accomplish all that needs to be done between services, including Bible Study.
• It was announced that Builders for Christ is looking for workers. This would be an excellent way to
show our appreciation for what they did for our church.
• There was discussion about the new Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) Bible translation. It was
developed because the NIV 1984 translation is not going to be available any longer. Currently the New
Testament and Psalms is complete. The entire EHV Bible won’t be available until 2019.
• There was discussion that more people needed to be trained to be able to move the room dividers.
Maybe the ushers could be trained.
• The question was asked when we needed to pay the principle on the LACE loan for the new building. It
is expected that most final construction items may be wrapped up sometime in March, but the loan
could be extended until June if needed.
Respectfully submitted
Greg Miller

Voters’ Meeting Minutes – January 28, 2018

Prayer: Pastor Hartwig
1.) Nominations for Seminary Professor vacancy
• Pastor John Moldstad described the process used to fill a vacancy. All member congregations are invited
to submit nominations. The longer the list the better. A May meeting of the Board of Regents is planned
to determine the call. However, it could possibly be as early as April. The requirement is to teach New
Testament Exegesis. A doctorate is helpful but not required.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to nominate the following men for the position:
Nicolas Proksch, Keith Wessel, Brad Kerkow and Chris Eisenbeis.
2.) The State of the 2017/2018 Budget.
• The figures were presented at the Open Forum. The budget calls for $44,000/month in giving. Year to
date there has been approximately $38,000/month given. The Stewardship Board is requesting that
$50,000 from the LACE loan be used to cover the shortfall in general expenses for this budget year. The
interest rate would be 4½ %. Otherwise it may be necessary to apply for a line of credit at the bank
which would be probably a minimum of 6% interest. The Treasurer said “the goal would be to not use
the $50,000 if it is not needed. Currently, for cash flow purposes, things have been delayed being paid
(e.g.: our Synod support).
A motion was made, seconded and passed to give the Stewardship Board the ability to borrow
an additional up to $50,000 from LACE for handling any shortfalls in the 2017-2018 budget year.
3.) Discussion on Recommended Repairs
• R. Henry contractor Tim Paulsen described the current insulation problems and the prioritization of each
repair.
1.) Install an average of 15 inch of fiberglass loose fill throughout the existing attic space.
Cost: $3512
2.) Seal all duct work in the attic space with 1 inch of closed cell urethane.
Cost: $2976
3.) Remove and dispose of the existing fiberglass insulation and poly in the walls
between the attic
space and the sanctuary. Use sprayed urethane foam.
Cost: $8030
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve all three insulation repairs for a total
cost of $14,518.
Mmsp to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted: Greg Miller

Who has your heart?
Valentine’s Day is only a few weeks away. What are you going to get the person you love? A dozen roses?
Chocolates? A special card? Many of us show our affection through giving gifts on Valentine’s Day and for
some the more expensive the gift, the greater the love, but for others its the thought that counts.
While it is true that gifts don’t need to be expensive to show you care, what we spend our money on does
reveal what is most important to us. Jesus says in Luke 12:34 “For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” What would a wife think if her husband spends hundreds of dollars a month on golf
equipment and green fees, but tells her, “I love you, but I’m sorry honey, there just isn’t enough in the
budget to go on a date this month.” Though she doesn’t need him to buy her a fancy dinner, what he spends
his money on shows where his priorities are. While he says “I love you” with his words, he shows he cares
more about golf with his pocket book.
What about when it comes to our God? We often tell God that we love him and that he is the top priority
in our lives. However, does what we do with our money reflect that? Do we show that God has our heart,
has our devotion in our regular giving and offerings? What’s holding us back? Is it the love of possessions
or pleasure? What keeps us from giving to God rightly?
In this same section of Scripture Jesus encourages us not to become miserly with our money, terrified that
some day soon we aren’t going to have food on our tables or clothes on our back. Rather he reminds us
that the Father provides for us as he does for all his creatures. Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, little flock,
because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) Through Christ and what he
has done, heaven is yours! What greater thing do you need or could you desire? Our incredible, gracious
and loving God has forgiven our sin in Christ and given us eternal life. Heaven is our home! Certainly this
one is deserving of our love, devotion, worship, and praise. May God help our giving to reflect where our
heart is. Amen.

The Lord has blessed Peace in tremendous growth over the past few years. This growth has necessitated an
expansion of our facility and our staff. Last spring we approved an ambitious budget for this fiscal year, with a 32%
increase ($127,000) over last year’s budget.

The following was taken from
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’:

WHOM WILL YOU SERVE?
“Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God.”
†

†

†

Midweek Lenten services

Join
Us
For
Supper!
Lenten suppers will be served from
5:15-6:15PM every Wednesday during
the Lenten season. We have awesome
cooks in our congregation – come and
enjoy the food and fellowship.

are held Wednesdays at 6:30pm.
Lenten Services will be a rotation with
ELS/WELS pastors.
The theme is

“The Sounds of Lent…”
February 14
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21

The Sound of Jesus Weeping
The Splashing of the Water
The Shouting of the Crowd
The Wailing of the Women
The Crowing of the Rooster
The Clinking of the Coins

Give Using Your Phone - Our congregation recently registered for a few different ways to give
to Peace using your phone.
1. Text and Give - Text a dollar amount to 507-607-7665. The first time you text it will link you
to a secure website to register your debit/credit card information. Afterward, whenever you
text a dollar amount to that number, it will ask you to confirm your donation and the transfer
will be complete.
2. Giving App - Another way to use your cell phone to give is through an giving app called, “GIVE CHURCH”.
Download that app, type in our zip code 56003, select “Peace” and either set up an account or select
give now. If you register, your information will be kept securely and make it simple to give again using
the app in the future.
Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using
your credit card (Peace is charged a percentage of your donation) or debit card.
The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much needed
donation consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare
52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis.
It is now possible for you to set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, clicking
on the “Give now” box and putting in your information. You can choose how often you donate (weekly,
monthly, certain date(s), etc.).
Membership Directory is Now in the Cloud - Recently the church updated its records management
software enabling us to utilize the cloud. Included in this new upgrade are advanced features
permitting members to update their family information and view our church directory via the cloud.
An email was sent to our members entitled: “Peace Lutheran Church Member Portal Access”. You can
enroll through the link provided in the email. If you did not receive an email and would like to have access,
please email our secretary at karen@peacemankato.com. The member portal can be accessed at:
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/plcnm/
Our online church directory is available at: https://servantkeeper.com/directory/plcnm/

Serving the month of February:
Altar/Communion preparation
11th Mike Madson & Emily Peters
14th Karen Wold
25th Amanda Madson & Karen Tetzloff
Communion Assistants
8:30am
10:45am
th
Pastor
Pastor
11
14th
28th

Ushers
8:30am
Phil Wels
Paul Bunkowske
Brandon Evers
Derek Harstad

10:45am
Rob Pipal
4th
Matt Riehl
Sergio Salgado
11th
Jonathan Stadler
Matt Lukasek
14th 6:30pm
Mark Flygare
Corey Olsen
Eric Woller
18th Mike Oliver
Mark Zenk
Bob Paulsen
21st 6:30pm
Rob Paulsen
Tim
Paulsen
Al Clennon
25th Pete Schuch
Terry Field
Adie Harstad
28th 6:30pm
Chris Harstad
Counters
1st Sunday: Norman Madson & Todd Olsen
2nd Sunday: Jon Stadler & Brad Wosmek
3rd Sunday: Brian Koch & Chris Harstad
4th Sunday: Amanda Hauman & Brian Koch
5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold

Anniversaries:

Chris & Elizabeth Harstad
Jerry & Amy Jo Reiner

2/15/14
2/18/95

4 years
23 years

Congratulations!
May the Lord continue to bless you
and may your Christian marriage serve as an
inspiration to others.

Happy
Birthday!
Adelyn Westman
2/01
7 years old
Samuel Clennon
2/06
2 years old
Callie Salem
2/09
2 years old
Gracen Lukasek
2/11
13 years old
Christian Lyngholm
2/15
7 years old
Mason Evers
2/17
3 years old
Philip Lukasek
2/19
9 years old
Claire Woller
2/20
11 years old
Joseph Howson
2/23
17 years old
Rudy Smith
2/23
3 years old
Leah Stadler
2/23
6 years old
Kedron Moldstad
2/24
4 years old
Calvary Moldstad
2/24
4 years old
Luke Peters
2/28
6 years old
Also – Sarah Harstad, Julie Henry,
Charisse Miller, Nick Chopp, Breigha Kotulski,
Cristen Manthe, Nick Cook, Liz Hinkel,
Jesse Wolff, Hannah Taylor, Ben Petzel,
Matt Hartung, Phil Wels, Jessica Salem,
Kay Beinke, Luke Klammer, Judy Kuster,
Heidi Riehl, Annie Kom, Amanda Madson,
Paula Manthe, Abigail Lowrey, Jon Stadler
May the Lord bless you,
today and always.

To watch our services live, go to:
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or our
Facebook page. The service will start
automatically when it is live (8:30AM).
For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can
choose which service you wish to watch. We are
currently only streaming and recording during the
8:30 service.

Are you unable to care for your feet? Your church home is offering a service to
help you care for your feet and toenails. By appointment, a registered nurse, using
sanitary equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim toenails, and finish with a
lotion foot massage. If the nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she may
suggest an appointment with your health care provider. This service is free; however,
donations will be accepted to go to a church cause. For more information, or to set
up an appointment, please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061.

JESUS IS YOUR SAVIOR! These
are the words our Jesus’ Lambs at
Peace Preschoolers said to each
other after they heard the Bible
Story, ‘Jesus Calls His Disciples’.
We made a long string of friends
as each child called a new
friend, showing how the good
news of Jesus is passed along.
They realized that they would
not know Jesus is their Savior if
someone hadn’t told them. They
also realized they would not be in
heaven if someone hadn’t told
them. In our Bible story, the
disciples couldn’t wait to tell their
brothers they had found the Lord
Jesus and the forgiveness of their
sins. Who can we tell?
Snowflakes and Space! Your preschoolers have been
having fun this month learning about winter and how God
allowed many animals to be camouflaged in the snow for
their protection. Snowflakes and paper snow were also
abundant throughout the preschool this month. We
thank Jennifer Stadler for ‘whisking’ it all away in a
flash! Our preschoolers are also learning about Space.
We began with day and night with our globe. Then we
took turns holding the earth and the sun to show the
seasons of the year. Most recently, we learned about the
moon, astronauts and the planets. The children are
learning how great God is to make a sun that is 93 million
miles away and a world so perfect for people.

If you would like to register your child for next year, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. We thank
Stephanie Wentzlaff for putting all of the forms on line for your convenience! (A packet can also
be picked up in the entryway.) Our OPEN HOUSE will be Tuesday, March 20. Many thanks if you
are able to help or are able to bring your child to our Christ-centered preschool!

Peace Lutheran Church
Friday, February 23, 2018
12:00 PM to 5:00 PM
to schedule an appointment:
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit redcrossblood.org and enter: PEACENOKNATO.

We have some volunteer opportunities during the blood drive:
Greeter to sign in the donors (done on a computer). Times needed are from
11:45am to 5:00pm. This can be split into two shifts.
Canteen worker. This consists of giving donors snacks and beverages (provided by
Red Cross) after they have donated. Times needed are from 12:00 to 6:00PM.
This can be split into two shifts.
If you can volunteer for either of these needs, please contact Karen,
BY FEBRUARY 8th, at 507-385-1386 or karen@peacemankato.com.

Offering envelopes for 2018 are available to take home. Please stop by the table in
the narthex and get your box.
From Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book:

GIVING GENEROUSLY:
“God divided the hand into fingers so that money would slip through.”

“Give, and it will be given to you…For whatever measure you deal out to others, it
will be dealt to you in return.” Luke 6:38

Newer Members – If you haven’t filled out the Membership Profile Questionnaire and
the Time & Talent Sheet please ask Karen Wold for the forms.
If other members wish to update their Time & Talent Sheet, please ask Karen Wold for
the form.

