
 

 

Somewhere in the Jerusalem, Jesus 
was in an upper room with His closest 
friends.  It was a feast. It was a joyful 
occasion for all the Jews. Jesus, 
though, began to be sorrowful and 
troubled.  

Sorrow and trouble can come in any 
number of ways.  It might be bad news 
from the doctor.  It might be financial.  
It could be what the mechanic tells 
you.  It could touch upon your 
relationships.  It could be guilt.  It 
could be consequences for doing 
wrong… or maybe even for doing 
right.  It could be death. 

This was the night that 
Jesus gathered up all 
our sorrows and 
troubles, to resolve 
them all in Himself.  So 
we watch and pray at all 
times, and in this 
season of Lent.  We 
watch against our sin 
and against temptation.  
We keep watch in a troubled world.  
We watch the Lord Jesus on His way, 
and consider all that came upon Him.  
It came to Him, because He takes our 
side against sin and death, the devil 
and hell.  He begins to tell us His 
sorrow and trouble with the words: 
Truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me. 

Later that night, He came down from 
the city, and into the valley—where 
they threw out all the idols and the 
rubble from the altars of all the high 
places that Israel built in their 
unfaithfulness.  Jesus comes to 
resolve it all in Himself.  He walked 

the way that David, the true King 
walked before, when he fled before a 
rebellious son, who wanted to rule in 
his place: like Caiaphas and the 
scribes and chief priests and teachers 
of the Law… and like us, who want to 
be lords for ourselves. Jesus comes to 
resolve it all Himself. 

He walked over the brook that ran red 
with the blood of the temple 
sacrifices.  Those sacrifices could 
never cleanse our conscience from 
guilt and blame.  He will have to 
resolve it Himself.  He went out to the 
Mount of Olives, on the way of the 

scapegoat.  Year after 
year, the scapegoat 
carried the guilt of all the 
people into the 
wilderness, as if to wait 
for Someone to come and 
resolve it all Himself.  

Jesus goes to the peaceful 
olive grove, which was 
known to Him and all His 

disciples.  Even the one that betrayed 
Him.  He goes there to watch and pray, 
and to wait for them to come for Him.  

What an honor, to watch and pray 
with Him.  How necessary, and how 
blessed, to participate with Him in His 
watchfulness and His prayers.  How 
much richer our celebration of Easter 
will be, when we see the depth of His 
sorrow and suffering for us, and how 
it resolves itself in His victory over sin 
and death.  So much He offers to us, 
and gives us with His words: “Stay… 
and keep watch with Me.” 

                     - Board for Home Outreach 
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The Peace Messenger 
Worship Schedule  

Sundays  8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

at 9:45am 

Serving Peace 
  Pastor Tim Hartwig 
Cell – 507-382-6826 
pastorhartwig@gmail.com  

  Pastor Matt Moldstad 
Cell – 507-382-0045 
pastormoldstad@gmail.com  

  Office - Karen Wold  
Phone – 507-385-1386 
karen@peacemankato.com  

Church Council 
President: 
  Brad Wosmek 
Vice President: 
  Nick Hauman 
Secretary: 
  Greg Miller 
Spiritual Leadership:  
  Paul Fries 
Christian Education:  
  Bob Paulsen 
Property Management: 
  Matt Bindert 
Stewardship: 
  Jason Westman 
Gospel Outreach: 
  Greg Vandermause 

Jesus’ Lambs Preschool 
  Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752 
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 
 

Crossed - Youth Group 
www.peacemankato.org/crossed 
crossedyouth@gmail.com 

Special Interest Dates 
1st, 8th Financial Peace Univ. 6:30p 
2nd,16th Men’s Bible Study 6:30a 
2nd Family Night 6:00p 
6th  Board of Education Mtg 6:00p 
 Spiritual Leadership Mtg 7:00p 
13th Council Meeting 6:30p 
7th,14th,21st  Lenten Suppers 5:15p 
7th,14th,21st Lenten Services 6:30p 
20th  Preschool Open House 6-8p 
24th  Peace’s Open House 9a-12p 
25th  Palm Sunday 
29th    Maundy Thursday Service 
  with Holy Communion 6:30p 
30th   Good Friday Service 6:30p 
  

Lent Leads to the Cross 
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The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 
 
 

 
 
 

The Mission & Ministry Coordination Council (MMCC) meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on February 
13, 2018. Council members present were:  Pastor Hartwig, Pastor Moldstad, Brad Wosmek –President, Bob 
Paulsen – Christian Education, Jason Westman – Stewardship, Matt Bindert – Property Management, Greg Miller 
– Secretary.  Absent and excused: Nick Hauman –Vice President, Paul Fries – Spiritual Leadership, Greg 
Vandermause – Gospel Outreach,. 

➢ Devotion: Pastor Moldstad on 2 Kings 2, beginning at verse 9. 

➢ Announcements – None. 

➢ Agenda – MMSP to approve.  

➢ Matt Lukasek (Liaison to Mt. Olive School Board) presentation:  He explained the analysis of total school 
expenses presented by the Mt. Olive School Board.  The cost for education was figured out to be 
$4555.70/pupil if mortgage costs are not included and $5035.40/pupil if mortgage costs are included.  
Tuition for member and non-member students will be raised a small amount next year (3% increase).  School 
Board has expressed its appreciation of Peace students who attend the school.  The benefit to Peace families 
of Matt Lukasek’s position is important. 

➢ Minutes of Previous Meeting – MMSP to approve.  

➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Moldstad) 
• Men’s Bible study has begun on 1st and 3rd Friday of each month. 
• Financial Peace University began with about 15 attendees. 
• A family night event held end of January with about 40 in attendance.  Next family night event early 

March:  Chili cookoff. 
• Furnishings committee purchased a bookshelf that will be filled with spiritual growth material.   
• Lenten worship rotation with pastors rotating only the last 5 Wednesdays of Lent. 
• Stewardship Board will have Pastor Basel preaching and a presenting during Bible Study on April 8th.   
• Membership news:  Paul Madson is in hospice. 
• Denice Woller is making plans for starting development of a photo membership directory in early 

March.   

➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig) 
• Attendance was up for 2017 over 2016 and January of this year attendance was up over January 2017.   
• Usher training was carried out on two different Saturdays. 
• Planning an Easter postcard that will be mailed out again this year.   
• Meeting with Gospel Outreach on Thursday and will begin planning an Open House for the community 

and how to use our sign more effectively. 
• Pastor Hartwig will start limiting his work week to 50-55 hours/week.  Also, he is using up unused 

vacation days by taking some Fridays off on the weeks he doesn’t preach. 

Mmsp (motion made, seconded and passed) to approve the following membership changes:  
Subtractions:  Jamie Goebel (Camron Foster);  Leah Zacate transferred out.  Charisse Miller 
released.  
Additions:  Gwendolyn Otto baptized.  Merry Puol (Nya Buay Botu, Nya Mouch Botu, Nyanal 
Bayak, Ket Bayak, Bol Bayak) adult confirmation.  Jerad & Meghan Bach (Aubrey, Allie); Richard & 
Karen Brennhofer;  Wayne Karlsrud;  Scott & Virginie (Taylor, Ethan, Cody);  Joshua Woldt 
transferred in. 
 

Our Mission 

 

Council Meeting Minutes – February 13, 2018 

 



 

➢ Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Paul Fries)  
• Pastors will be dividing up the delinquent members list to call them. 
• The facility use policy was discussed. 

➢ Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Greg Vandermause) 
• No report. 

➢ Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Bob Paulsen) 
• Board met Feb. 6th.  Members present:  Pastor Hartwig, Bob Paulsen, Pete Schuch, Matt Lukasek, Mike 

Madsen.   
• Opening prayer and devotion by Pastor Hartwig. 
• No preschool report.   
• Sunday School Report:  average attendance is 61 students.  Sunday School will sing at 2nd service on Feb. 

11th.  New additional space working out well.   
• Mount Olive Report:  Mt. Olive Bldg. Expansion Project approved by voters with completion date of 2019-

2020.  The 2018 tuition will go up 3%.  School Board is reviewing and updating school security procedures 
due to recent security episode. 

• No Youth Group Report. 
• Mt. Olive school budget numbers given to Matt Lukasek to present to Peace Church Council.   
• Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Next meeting March 6th at 6:00 PM. 

➢ Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Jason Westman) – presented by Pastor Moldstad  
• Members who were present:  Jason Westman, Pastor Moldstad, Keith Wiederhoeft, Phil Novak.   
• Discussed the HR document and hope to have a draft for Council in 2-3 months. 
• Planned for the Open Forum.   
• Discussed asking Dan Basel to preach and present on estate giving and stewardship on April 8th. 
• Recommended creating a small food shelf for families in need.   
• Balance Sheet, Profit and Loss Statement and graph of congregation contributions comparison to budget 

all presented. 

➢ Property Management (Coordinator ~ Matt Bindert)  
• On call list for volunteers for snow removal has been created. 

➢ MMSP to approve all reports. 

➢ Old Business  
• Follow up on Open Forum discussed.   
• Voters approved using $50,000 of LACE loan for general budget shortfall if needed.   
• There was discussion about the Communion procedure changes and Peace Devotion series.   
• Some people thought it was a long meeting, but an Open Forum is an opportunity for people to talk and 

cutting them off may not be appropriate. 

➢ New Business 
• Matt Bindert will let Tim Paulsen know about a small gas leak outside of the building found by the gas 

company and immediately corrected by Jim Howson. 

• Summer Council Retreat:  Want to include incoming chairman.  Discuss ideas for future directions.  Will 
be weekend of June 8th and 9th, location and format to be determined.  Council members are asked to 
bring ideas to the next meeting. 

• Synod Convention delegates are needed.  Encouraged to involve laymen and two men are needed.  An 
e-mail will go out to the congregation.  We had a discussion of possible nominees.  The goal is to have 
them finalized by April 15th, well ahead of the convention which will be held June 18-21. 

• Nominations committee:  We need to fill 2 positions of Spiritual Leadership and 2 on Property 
Management.  We need one each on Gospel Outreach, Preschool Administrator, Sunday School 
Administrator and the Council President.  Possible men to serve on the Nominating Committee were 
discussed.  Brad Wosmek will call these men to fill the Nominating Committee which will work to find 
nominees for these positions. 

• Budget Committee:  2-3 people are needed to meet and present a proposed budget to the Council before 
its May meeting.  Discussion of possible candidates.  Jason Westman will call people to fill this 
committee. 



 

• AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) needs discussed.  We currently have one.  We need to get more 
information on whether that is sufficient. 

• Facility Use Policy for Peace Lutheran Church was presented by Pastor Hartwig. 

MMSP to approve the written policy presented with minor changes.  (Extra cleaning deposit for 
members and non-members changed to $100, Fellowship Hall rental for non-members changed 
to $150 and requests for exceptions must be submitted in writing to the Property Management 
at least 2 weeks prior to the event. 

➢ Next council meeting – Tuesday, March 13, 2018 @ 6:30 pm.   

➢ Motion made to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.  MMSP.  

Respectfully Submitted,   

Greg Miller 

 
 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 
A number of years ago a regular visitor at my church told me that she loved what we taught, especially that 
we held firmly to the truth of God’s Word.  But she wanted to make a suggestion.  She thought that tithing 
should be mandatory, that we should begin teaching each member must give 10% of their income to the 
church.  She saw this as an easy way to boost giving and relieve budget concerns.  After all, she had been a 
part of other churches that had done it and it seemed to work okay for them.  I went on to tell her that if 
we began teaching this, we would not be holding firmly to the truth of God’s Word. 

In the Old Testament, God commanded the children of Israel to give a specific amount of their income to 
Him and to the work of the church.  They were obligated to give, the tithe was mandated.  10% of what they 
earned or produced was to be set aside for the Lord.  This was part of God’s ceremonial law for the Israelites 
as a way to worship him.  While God set up these worship rules to guide the children of Israel in preparation 
for the coming of the Messiah, he has given New Testament Christians freedom in this area.  God doesn’t 
demand a certain percentage be given to him, but invites us to give in response to the Gospel.  For us today, 
we know all of what God did to carry out his plan of salvation.  We know all of the incredible details of Jesus 
suffering and death for us.  We know the certainty of heaven which is ours in him.  God encourages us to 
have these things inspire us in our giving today.  Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one should give 
as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

Being a cheerful giver doesn’t come from giving as little as possible so that we have more money to spend 
on ourselves.  That’s the sinful pleasure of greed.  Rather, cheerful giving stems from knowing the Gospel.  
Knowing all what Christ has done for us, we respond by giving good gifts to the Lord through our offerings.  
Give freely and give generously to the Lord and his work out of praise and thanks for all he has done.  Amen. 

 

 
 
The Lord has blessed Peace in tremendous growth over the past few years.  This growth has necessitated an 
expansion of our facility and our staff.  Last spring we approved an ambitious budget for this fiscal year, with a 32% 
increase ($127,000) over last year’s budget. 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

 

 

For our members and the community, 

to showcase our new facilities! 

 

 

 

 

3/25 Palm Sunday 
 8:30AM  Divine Service  
  with Holy Communion  
 10:45AM Divine Service  
  with Holy Communion  

3/29 Maundy Thursday 
 6:30PM Divine Service  
  with Holy Communion  

3/30 Good Friday 
 6:30PM Service of the Cross of 

Christ 

4/1 Easter Sunday 
 6:30AM Sunrise Service 
 7:30AM Easter Breakfast 
 9:00AM Festival Service  
 10:00AM Easter Egg Hunt 

Midweek Lenten services  
are held Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  

 

         The theme is  

“The Sounds of Lent — ” 
February 28 The Shouting of the Crowd 

March 7 The Wailing of the Women 

March 14 The Crowing of the Rooster 

March 21 The Clinking of the Coins 

 

Lenten suppers will be served 
from 5:15-6:15PM every 
Wednesday during the Lenten 
season.  We have awesome 
cooks in our congregation – 
come and enjoy the food and 
fellowship! 

Join 
Us 
For 
Supper! 

Saturday, March 24th, 9am – 12pm 

☺ Refreshments 

☺ Guided Tours 

☺ Bounce House 

☺ Kid’s Art Station 

☺ Face Painting 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Membership  Directory is Now in the Cloud - Recently the church updated its records management 
software enabling us to utilize the cloud.  Included in this new upgrade are advanced features 
permitting members to update their family information and view our church directory via the cloud.  
An email was sent to our members entitled: “Peace Lutheran Church Member Portal Access”.  You can 

enroll through the link provided in the email.  If you did not receive an email and would like to have access, 
please email our secretary at karen@peacemankato.com.  The member portal can be accessed at: 
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/plcnm/  Email the church if you need a new invitation sent to you. 
Our online church directory is available at: https://servantkeeper.com/directory/plcnm/ 
Email the church if you need the password re-sent to you. 

Serving the month of March: 
Altar/Communion preparation 

11th Nick/Amanda Hauman & Joni Wiederhoeft 

25th Terri, Jessie, & Hannah Fries 

29th Karen Wold  

Communion Assistants 
 8:30am 10:45am 

11th 
Jason DeWitt 
Paul Fries 

Nick Hauman 
Tom Kuster 

25th 
Paul Wold 
Eric Woller 

Greg Vandermause 
Brad Wosmek 

29th 6:30pm 
Paul Fries 
Doyle Holbird 

Ushers 

 8:30am 10:45am 

4th 
Tom Schulz 
John Tetzloff 

Nick Hauman 
Ron Lorensberg 

7th 6:30pm 
Eric Theiste 
Nick Peters 

11th  
Keith Wiederhoeft 
Philip Wels 

Derick Lyngholm 
Richie Kammer 

14th  6:30pm 
Kory Meyers 
John Moldstad 

18th   
Jason Westman 
Isaiah Allen 

Rob Pipal 
Matt Riehl 

21st  6:30pm 
Paul Bunkowske 
Brandon Evers 

25th  
Derek Harstad 
Matt Lukasek 

Sergio Salgado 
Jon Stadler 

29th  6:30pm 
Mark Flygare 
Corey Olsen 

30th  6:30pm 
Eric Woller 
Mark Zenk 

Counters 
1st Sunday: Norman Madson & Todd Olsen  

2nd Sunday: Jon Stadler & Brad Wosmek 
3rd Sunday: Brian Koch & Chris Harstad  
4th Sunday: Amanda Hauman & Brian Koch 

5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

 

 
 
 

Lillian Olsen 3/05 8 years old 
Etta Holz 3/07 1 years old 
Zak Hermanson 3/09 8 years old 
Logan Paulsen 3/10 10 years old 
Sophia Schmeling 3/10 9 years old 
Caleb DeWitt 3/12 14 years old 
Natalie Michaletz 3/14 1 years old 
Dean Smith 3/24 1 years old 
Ella Evers 3/27 5 years old 
Elizabeth Halvorson 3/27 10 years old 
Nathaniel Lukasek 3/29 11 years old 
 

Also – Thomas Stark, Gregory Miller,  
Nick Peters, Tina Kotulski, Tim Hartwig,  
Josh Ringen, John Spivey, Ben Lundsten,  

George Otto, Jen Wosmek, Aleta Lin,  
Rachel Moldstad, Andrew Kassuelke,  

Steve Matthes, Meghan Bach, Matt Bindert, 
Thalia Londgren, Jerad Bach, Polly Browne, 

Brandon Evers, Ron Lorensberg, Jennifer Gates, 
Terri Michaletz, Emily Kjeer, Denice Woller, 

Brittany Otto 

May the Lord bless you, 
today and always. 

Happy 
Birthday! 

  Anniversaries:  
Tony & Becky Krogman 3/12/16 2 years 
Dean & Katie Botten 3/15/86 32 years 
Jesse & Liz Hinkel 3/17/06 12 years 
Bob & Marilyn Paulsen 3/21/64 54 years 
Tim & Gloria Loe 3/22/69 49 years 
 

Congratulations!  
May the Lord continue to bless you  

and may your Christian marriage serve as an 
inspiration to others. 

mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/plcnm/
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have been enjoying more time outside with the snow and now 
warmer weather!  Winter is a great time for learning as we talk about snow, hibernation, migration, 
bears, space, valentines and now the ocean.  Our Bible stories are the main part of all that we are 
learning.  Deep into Jesus’ miracles our latest Bible story was Jairus’ Daughter, where Jesus brought a 
dead girl back to life.  Three enemies we face in this life – sin, death and the devil.  The children 
recognized that we have no fear of our sin because Jesus forgave our sin when He died on the cross.  
There is no fear of death, because we will be raised back to life as Jesus was on the cross.   There is no 
fear of the devil, as one student said, “Because Jesus stomped him on the head!”  When Jairus’ daughter 
died, Jesus told her father, “Don’t be afraid, only believe!”  All our enemies are crushed by Jesus.  
We are safe in Him. 
 
Our 3-day students have been working hard on our spring play, Dr. Seuss’ Oobleck!  Our 
performances will be Friday, March 23rd at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  It is a story about the weather and 
King Derwin.  The king is tired of the same old weather and wants something new to come down.  His 
royal scientists make sticky, gooey, green Oobleck to come down from the sky, causing multiple 
problems in the kingdom.  In the end, King Derwin is sorry for wanting Oobleck, and the children 
learn that in real life, it is only God who controls the weather.  He causes the best things to come 
down from the sky, all for our good! 
 
Lastly, we want you to also know about our ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE which will be the very same 
week!  This will occur on Tuesday, March 20th, from 6-8 p.m.  We hope you will bring your child for 
early registration on this evening and to enjoy face-painting, games, prizes, our donated BOUNCE 
HOUSE and crafts.  Our Bethany Lutheran College Education Students will be helping us that evening 
with a skit for entertainment.  PLEASE COME TO TOUR OUR NEW CLASSROOMS AND FACILITY AND 
TO ENJOY A FUN PACKED EVENING WITH YOUR CHILD.  CALL 385-7752 if you would like to help 
us! 
 
Thrivent Financial has graciously donated $250 toward this evening for supplies and we thank 
them for their generous gift for our OPEN HOUSE. 
 

The following was taken from  
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’: 

THE BUILDING OF GOD 

“We do not know how our Lord God is preparing His structure.  We see only the 

scaffolding of stakes and ropes….  But in the future life we shall see the structure and 

building of God and, filled with wonder,… we shall rejoice at having endured the trials.”  

†            †            † 

“…Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy… without stain 

or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” Ephesians 5:25-27 



 

 

We could use more men willing to be Ushers, especially from those who attend 2nd 
service.  If you are willing to serve your church in this way, please contact Nick Peters at 
petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com.  

 
The Sunday School children are scheduled to sing "Now the Day Is Over"  
(Hymn #560 vss. 1,2, 4, & 5) on Wednesday March 7th at our evening Lenten Service. 
 
 

 
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions with a focus on the 
gospel.  These short videos are posted daily to Facebook and YouTube.  Devotions are from 
pastors in the ELS, (you probably know them).  We provide full text transcripts for each 
devotion on the Peace Devotions blog and an option to receive these devotions in email form.  
Visit PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails. 

 
 

 
Daylight Savings Time Change on March 11, 2018.  Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

ahead (spring forward 😊) on Saturday evening, March 10th, before you go to bed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Are you unable to care for your feet?  
Your church home is offering a service to 
help you care for your feet and toenails.  
By appointment, a registered nurse, using 
sanitary equipment, will soak and wash 
your feet, trim toenails, and finish with a 
lotion foot massage.  If the nurse feels 
further medical attention is needed, she 
may suggest an appointment with your 
health care provider.  This service is free; 
however, donations will be accepted to go 
to a church cause.  For more information, 
or to set up an appointment, please call 
Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

To watch our services live, go to: 
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or our 
Facebook page.  The service will start automatically 
when it is live (8:30AM).  

For recorded services, go to: 
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can 
choose which service you wish to watch.  We are 
currently only streaming and recording during the 
8:30 service. 

 

Save the Date for VBS at Peace!!!!!  June 11-13 (Monday-Wednesday) from 
9am-2pm, children ages 4 through those going into sixth grade are invited to 
participate in VBS at Peace.  Continue to watch the bulletin for more information 
and details on how you can be a part of VBS 2018. 
 

mailto:petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com
http://www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
http://www.vimeo.com/peacemankato


 

The Church Pictorial Directory Needs YOU! 
 
A new church pictorial directory is being put together.  Denice Woller has agreed to take the picture for us 
at no charge (however, if you wish, you may order copies of your pictures from Denice).  We need everyone to 
participate to make this a success.  The dates for pictures is coming up fast — 3/10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 24, 25. 

Please sign-up at https://familyphoto.youcanbook.me and select the time that works best for you.  If you would 
like help, you can call Karen at 385-1386 on M-F 8-4 and she can help you with your sign-up.  There are also sign-
up sheets on the cabinet in the narthex, if you wish to sign-up that way (they are as up-to-date as possible, but 
you might need to be contacted if your chosen time is already taken).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moms on a Mission (M.O.M.s)  
Bible Study 

Moms supporting moms in raising godly children 
 

The Peace/Mt. Olive Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) bible study is getting ready to begin again!  For our 
Spring 2018 session, we are offering a morning M.O.M.s study AND an evening M.O.M.s study!  Morning 
M.O.M.s group will again be Wednesday mornings at Mt. Olive, and childcare will be provided.  Evening M.O.M.s 
group will be the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at Mt. Olive, and there will not be childcare.  The 
M.O.M.s study is for all mothers to gather, support, and strengthen each other in our vocation as moms.  You 
are invited to join the study that works for your schedule!  New moms welcome at any time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants will need a copy of the book, Family Vocation, by Gene Veith, Jr. and Mary Moerbe.  You can 
purchase the book online at Amazon, at the Bethany Bookstore, or email Kristen Lukasek if this is not feasible 
for you.  New moms wishing to join, please email the appropriate contact so we can have study guides prepared 
for you! 

 Morning M.O.M.s Study: Evening M.O.M.s Study: 

When: Wednesdays, 8:40-10am (can drop 
children off in childcare at 8:10), beginning 
Feb. 7th, through April 25th. 

*Does NOT meet on March 7th or 
March 28th. 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm, 
beginning Feb. 13th, through April 
24th. 

Where: Moms in Mt. Olive’s Social Hall (children in 
cry room or gym) 

Fireside Room at Mt. Olive 

Topic: Part 3 of Veith’s book, Family Vocation, a 
study on God’s calling in Childhood 

Part 3 of Veith’s book, Family 
Vocation, a study on God’s calling in 
Childhood 

Contact: Kristen Lukasek- 507-382-7963 or 
mattlukasek@yahoo.com 

Thalia Londgren- 612-382-5684 or 
thalia.pollard@blc.edu 

https://familyphoto.youcanbook.me/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March is a month with 5 Saturdays.....and that means it is a month that we at Peace 
Lutheran are committed to staffing the store at New 2 You for the day! 

Saturday, March 31st we need 2 volunteers for the morning shift (9:45AM-
12:30PM) and 2 for the afternoon shift (12:30pm-3:00pm).  Even if you have never 
volunteered before, you will be trained in that day, so don't hesitate to volunteer.  
Please contact Lori Pipal at loripipal@gmail.com and let her know if you can help. 

 

Give Using Your Phone - Our congregation recently registered for a few different ways to give 
to Peace using your phone. 

1. Text and Give - Text a dollar amount to 507-607-7665. The first time you text it will link you 
to a secure website to register your debit/credit card information. Afterward, whenever you 
text a dollar amount to that number, it will ask you to confirm your donation and the transfer 
will be complete. 

2. Giving App - Another way to use your cell phone to give is through a giving app called, “GIVE CHURCH”. 
Download that app, type in our zip code 56003, select “Peace” and either set up an account or select 
give now. If you register, your information will be kept securely and make it simple to give again using 
the app in the future.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your credit card (Peace is charged a percentage of your donation) or debit card. 
The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much needed 
donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 
52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this 
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

It is now possible for you to set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, clicking 
on the “Give now” box and putting in your information.  You can choose how often you donate (weekly, 
monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 

Volunteers are the reason that New 2 You Family Thrift is able to make 
quarterly donations for Christian Education to MVL and New 2 You 
association churches (we are one of five churches). 

Volunteers can be anyone high school age and older.  Normal Volunteer time 
slots are 9:00am-1:00pm & 1:00-5:00pm weekdays, 5:00-7:00pm Mondays 
and Saturdays 9:45am-12:30pm & 12:30-3:00pm (other times can be 
arranged).  You can volunteer once or twice a month or weekly if you wish!  If 
you are able to volunteer, please either stop by the store at 1838 Commerce 
Drive or call them at 385-1455.  The New 2 You Board of Directors and the store 
staff thank you!  

Also, remember that donating items to the store and shopping 
at New 2 You are additional ways that you can help support 
New 2 You's donations for Christian Education.  
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Dear Fellow Workers in Christ's Kingdom: 

A tragedy at a high school has heightened the awareness of evil for our nation... Then, too, there are 
challenges in our own lives that put a strain on our personal demeanors... Congregations and schools 
face obstacles as they seek to proclaim the truth of God's Word in their communities. The sobering 
fact of humanity infected with sin is not only an external observance. We know the sinful nature lurks 
from within. Thank God, we have the rescue from sin and all evil! I am reminded of what is beautifully 
stated in the middle of the mournful book, Lamentations: "Because of the Lord's great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness" 
(3:22, 23). Each day we can arise in the unconditional love of our Savior. Jesus has come, lived, 
suffered, died, and risen to extricate us from the penalty of our own sins and to rescue us from all evil. 
He has done this by taking upon himself our guilt and punishment and transferring to our account his 
holiness and righteousness needed for heaven. This we possess by faith in Him. May you and I find 
in our Lord's sacrificial love the joy and confidence to face every dawn of every day with renewed zeal 
and strength -- and do so with thankfulness! 

In Christ, 

 

John A. Moldstad 

Women's Mission Rally 

The Circuit 11 Women's Mission 
Rally was held on Saturday, 
January 27, at Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church in Lake Havasu 
City, Arizona. 

 

 



 

 

Chimbote Congregation Now Live-Streaming 

A new and exciting project has begun in Chimbote, Peru. The congregation now streams their 
Sunday service live via the internet and Facebook. Regular video devotions are also planned. 
Services and devotions will be shared not only with the congregation, but through the Peruvian 
church body website, they are available to the world. 

The Rev. Paul Fries and the Rev. Matthew Behmer traveled to Peru this month and report: "It was our 
pleasure to see the interest in using this technology to reach out to others in Peru and throughout the 
world. After brief training, the pastors and members now run the project with high hopes as the first 
live stream attracted multiple viewers without any type of announcement or advertising! We pray that 
this congregation will continue to be blessed by God and that their outreach efforts will bear much 
fruit!" 

 

Seminary Students 

On their way to the Mission and Ministry Conference at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, 
Wisconsin, our Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary students stopped at the grave of H.A. Preus, 
one of the founders of the Norwegian Synod. This is a fitting picture as we consider our one 
hundredth anniversary this year. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uxdvHJO2p7VKCSWu7NOuLGpyhTMSVqXkCOtBmirWyTB6Y3_ycWh4BMCiF_R2KPpAjKoqeCTiOyHLCKvl0jMjgwFCOo-Q61D1RqXZfjGqWjhWzu2U8pYYGmnivKasnlwZ8BHfzZOqRK-NX5kRs33EGC82f-Pu7yfQ&c=SdALIILe_wXzD-xsIKtbwPByrdVGXQ_KG-MbmhPH7XXo5IgqFCDJZA==&ch=Hwn0EwkLdJqmGaDWGEwrEHOjZT6rwQbncL2eF7qE5uo4E2nD5Wqpxw==
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2018 Synod Budget 

Grants are available for special projects conducted by 
various boards. Application for such grants is made to the 
synod's Board of Trustees for review and recommendation, 
and then grants are awarded upon approval of the Marvin M. 
Schwan Charitable Foundation. In the past grants have been 
awarded for the national teachers' convention, support for 
international students attending Bethany Seminary, foreign 
mission building projects, and home mission media/video 
streaming equipment. Many of these projects could not 
happen without the generous support of the foundation. 

Synod Centennial 

By now pastors have received information and music for the Choral Union 
Choir which will sing during the Centennial Synod Sunday Service on 
Sunday, June 17. The service will begin at 4:30 p.m. in Trinity Chapel on 
the campus of Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato. Choir members from 
throughout the synod are invited to begin practicing now and join together 
for this festive and historic service under the direction of Dennis Marzolf. 
Further information regarding a joint rehearsal will be coming in the future. 

Board and Committee Reports 

The deadline for items for publication in the 2018 Book of Reports and Memorials is April 1. 
Completed reports are to be mailed to the synod's secretary. Requests for presentation time during 
the synod convention program must be directed to the president of the synod prior to April 15. Board 
and committee secretaries are reminded that any corrections or additions to the "Addresses of 
Board and Committee Members" which is printed in the Synod Report also should be submitted at 
this time. 

Anniversary Offering Update 

In Mark 6 we are given a glimpse into the love our Savior had for the lost. "And Jesus ... saw a great 
multitude and was moved with compassion for them" (Mark 6:34). Having compassion for the lost as 
Jesus did and living under grace in thankfulness is vital to giving generously. May we truly give in 
thankfulness for the Lord's compassion to us as well as others. els.org/donate 

This is the year we celebrate one hundred years of grace through our ELS. With only ten months left 
in our Anniversary Offering, now is the time to make sure those promised gifts are sent in to the 
office. Now is a good time to also ask, "Have I prayerfully thanked the Lord for His grace to us in 
Christ in this offering?" As I meditate on his passion, do I see the depth of his love for me and for 
those I love? Have I then given generously in proportion to the gifts He has given? Visit our offering 
page at els.org/offering as you plan your gifts. Or call 507-344-7311 to discuss even more options. 
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Upcoming Events els.org/about/calendar/ 
March 4 - President preaching and presenting at Hope, West Jordan, Utah 
March 12 - Centennial Committee 
March 14 - President presenting election study at Bethany Lutheran College, Meyer Hall 7 p.m. 
March 18 - President preaching and presenting at Gloria Dei, Cold Spring, Minnesota 
March 19-20 - Doctrine Committee 
April 8 - President preaching and presenting at Abiding Word, Bowling Green, Ohio 
April 10-11 - Great Lakes Pastoral Conference, Bowling Green, Ohio 
April 11-12 - West Coast Pastoral Conference, Parkland, Tacoma, Washington 
April 12-13 - Emmaus Conference, Parkland, Tacoma, Washington 
April 25-26 - Board for World Outreach 
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