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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and
only Son. Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect
joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 3, p. 88

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
HYMN: #168 “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”
THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION OF SINS
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. (Spoken)
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
C: His mercy endures forever. (Spoken)
P: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name.
C: Amen. (Spoken)
P: Let us confess our sins:
C: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Maker of all things, Judge of the world:
We confess that we have sinned against Your divine majesty
by thought, word and deed,
provoking Your wrath against us.
We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins.
We grieve to think of them.
Their burden is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us, gracious Father!
Forgive us our sins for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that we may serve You in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of Your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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THE KYRIE ELESION (LORD HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy
office I forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
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THE COLLECT
II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON – ISAIAH 60:1-6
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.
2Look, darkness covers the earth,
and deep darkness covers the peoples,
but the LORD will dawn upon you,
and his glory will be seen over you.
3Nations will walk to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4Look up. Look all around and see!
All of them have been gathered. They are coming to you.
Your sons will come from far away,
and people will carry your daughters on their side.
5Then you will look and be radiant.
Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy.
For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.
6Caravans of camels will cover your land,
young camels from Midian and Ephah.
All those from Sheba will come.
They will carry gold and incense,
and they will announce the good news of the praise of the LORD.
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THE GRADUAL

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 3:2-12
2Surely

you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for you,
that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already
written briefly). 4When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ. 5This mystery was not made known to people in past
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets. 6This mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel.
3namely,
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7I

became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. 8To me—even though I am the very least of
all the saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ 9and to enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past
ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10He did this so
that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God in the heavenly places
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities. 11This was done according
to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him we can
freely approach God with confidence through faith in him.

THE ALLELUIA
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THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 2:1-12
1After

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men
from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King
of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered
together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where
the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this
was written through the prophet:
6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of
Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly
when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and
worship him.”
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11After they
went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE HYMN #173 “THE STAR PROCLAIMS THE KING IS HERE”
THE SERMON – MATTHEW 2:1-12

THE SAVIOR IS REVEALED BY A STAR

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the Church and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God and Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies,
especially for the gift of Your dear Son, through whom You have revealed Your grace.
We pray that You would plant Your Word in our hearts that we may cling to it in faith
and bear much fruit in well doing.

C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
P:

Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may
grow and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the light
of Your truth throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and seminaries of
the Church that they may send forth laborers to serve You in the ministry of Your
Word, in the ministry of mercy, and in all godly walks of life. Let the light of Your
Word shine continually in our homes. Keep the children of the Church in the grace
of their Baptism, and grant that all entrusted with their care may bring them up in
true faith and obedience to Your will.

C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You defend them.
P:

Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the
Governor and legislators of this state. Give them wisdom and sound judgment, that
justice may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished.

C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our Helper!
P:

We commend to Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness or any other
adversity, especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth. Comfort
them, O God, with Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may acknowledge
Your fatherly will and rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance.

C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name.
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P:

Let Your blessing rest on seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on
medicine and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your
people. Protect all who travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous.
Bless all who in their daily calling endeavor to do Your will, and give them the
assurance that their work is pleasing in Your sight.

C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer!
(Special intercessions may be added)
P:

Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour
with Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in
the blessed company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now
and forever. Amen.

C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite
spirit. The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their
troubles.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all. Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
THE HYMN #120 “BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS IS THE SKY”
THE COLLECT OF THANKS
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
C: We thank You, Lord God the Father,
that You have given us Your only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.
We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ,
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that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins,
and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions.
We thank You, Lord the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith,
that we know of nothing to trust for our salvation,
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
O God, grant us Your grace,
that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven
for the sake of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit,
that in the power of our Redeemer’s death,
we may day by day put off sin,
and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ,
until we see Him face to face in life eternal.
We ask it all in Christ’s name. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon  you and give you peace.
C: Amen. (Spoken)

CLOSING HYMN #169 “BRIGHTEST AND BEST”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
7:00 PM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
5:00 PM

Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Education Committee Meeting
Stewardship Meeting
Spiritual Leadership Meeting
Catechism class
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Pioneers @ Mt. Olive

Important upcoming events:
January
Group 6 – Refreshments
January 20th
New Member Sunday/Open Forum/Voters’ Meeting
th
February 8
Family Night
Family Night Postponed - Due to the busy start to January, our first Family Night of
the year is postponed until February 8th.
January 20th – Open Forum and Voter’s meeting after 2nd service. A pizza
lunch will be served before the Forum. Please plan on attending.
New Member Sunday will be January 20th, at both services.
Please consider either a donation (memo line: EHV Bible donation) to help
purchase EHV Bibles for the church OR purchasing a Bible in memory of
someone. See the insert/order form for more information.

Last week at Peace: Sunday 274
New Year’s Eve 79
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $9,099.41
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