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MARCH 31, 2019

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we
ask You graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with Your salvation;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #412 “COME TO CALVARY’S HOLY MOUNTAIN”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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THE LESSON – ISAIAH 12:1-6
1In

that day you will say:
I will give thanks to you, LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away,
and you comfort me.
2Surely God is my salvation.
I will trust him and will not be afraid,
because Yah, the LORD, is my strength and song,
and he has become my salvation.
3Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
4In that day you will say:
Give thanks to the LORD! Proclaim his name.
Declare among the peoples what he has done.
Proclaim that his name is exalted!
5Sing to the LORD, for he has done amazing things!
Let this be known in all the earth!
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, daughter of Zion,
for the Holy One of Israel is great among you!

8:30 AM – QUARTET “SURELY HE HATH BORNE OUR GRIEFS”
Surely, surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.
By: Karl Heinrich Graun
Edited By: Walter E. Buszin
Concordia Publishing House St. Louis, MO
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE EPISTLE – 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25
18For

the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved, it is the power of God. 19In fact, it is written:
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent I will bring to nothing.
20Where is the wise man? Where is the expert in the Jewish law? Where is the
probing thinker of the present age? Has God not shown that the wisdom of this world
is foolish? 21Indeed, since the world through its wisdom did not know God, God in his
wisdom decided to save those who believe, through the foolishness of the preached
message. 22Yes, Jews ask for signs, Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we preach Christ
crucified—which is offensive to Jews and foolishness to Greeks, 24but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.
25We preach Christ crucified, because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32
1All

the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear him. 2But the
Pharisees and the experts in the law were complaining, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”
3He told them this parable: …
11…“A certain man had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13Not
many days later, the younger son gathered together all that he had and traveled to
a distant country. There he wasted his wealth with reckless living. 14After he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that country, and he began to be in
need. 15He went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16He would have liked to fill his stomach with the
carob pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, and I am dying from hunger! 18I will get up, go to my
father, and tell him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. 19I am
no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’
20“He got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion. He ran, hugged his son, and kissed him. 21The son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick, bring out the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill
it. Let us eat and celebrate, 24because this son of mine was dead and is alive again.
He was lost and is found.’ Then they began to celebrate.
25“His older son was in the field. As he approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26He called one of the servants and asked what was going on. 27The servant
told him, ‘Your brother is here! Your father killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.’ 28The older brother was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and began to plead with him.
29“He answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I’ve been serving you, and I
never disobeyed your command, but you never gave me even a young goat so that I
could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours arrived after wasting
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’
31“The father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.
32But it was fitting to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again. He was lost and is found.’”
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN #523 “IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY”
SERMON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD
POWERFULLY SAVES

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
HYMN #72:1-4 “THY STRONG WORD”
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and
death by his obedient death on the cross.

C: We confess that without your love we are lost.
P:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep
our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger
or the cost.
P:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people
who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all
who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians.

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.
P:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill,
the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those
victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.
P:

Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and
nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the
hurting, and stand beside the dying.

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing
good.
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to
the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

C: Amen.

THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we
beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through
the holy Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #308 “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Quartet: Eric Harstad, Laura Harstad, Alison Wierschke, Josh Wierschke;
Accompanist: Katie Hartwig;
Ushers: 1st – Mike Madson, Corey Olsen; 2nd – Derick Lyngholm, Richie Kammer;
Organist: Sara Traylor.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
1:00 PM
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
Thursday:
8:30AM
Friday:
6:30 AM
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
9:45 AM
Important upcoming events:
March
April
April 12th
April 13th
April 14th
April 18th
April 19th
April 21st

Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Sundanese Service
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Board of Education
Spiritual Leadership
M.O.M.s at Mt. Olive School Library (no childcare)
Catechism class
Lenten Supper
Lenten Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal
M.O.M.s at Peace (childcare)
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Group 2 – Refreshments
Group 5 – Refreshments
Peace Chili Cook-Off
Church Cleaning and Maintenance Day, 8am
Palm Sunday, 8:30 & 10:45am services
Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm service w/HC
Good Friday, 6:30pm service
Easter Sunday,6:30 & 9:00am services
Breakfast @ 7:30am
Easter Egg Hunt @10:00am
13

Honoring the memory of your family’s military service member - On
Memorial Day 2019, Peace Lutheran Church wishes to recognize members’
relatives who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, and who are now deceased. If
you have a relative or ancestor who served at any time dating back to the
Revolution, we would like to recognize and thank God for them by a display
on church video screens on Sunday, May 26, the day before Memorial Day.
Please submit information about them as soon as possible, or by Sunday May 12 at the
latest, using forms available on the narthex bulletin board.
Lenten Meals – During Lent Peace Lutheran Church members will be
hosting a meal every Wednesday from 5:15 – 6:15p.m., before the 6:30
p.m. worship service. Please come for the food, fellowship and
enjoying time with your friends along with no worries about trying to feed your family at
home and make it to church on time. The schedule of when your group is serving is listed
below--please note, they are not in numerical order so check the schedule carefully.
April 3 – Group 2 – Group Leader Sergio Salgado
April 10 – Group 6 – Group Leaders Paul & Terri Fries and Jon & Michele Moldstad
Friday, April 12th is the 3rd Annual Peace Chili Cook-off! Please
bring your favorite pot of chili – there will be prizes for the best chili! If
cooking chili is not your thing, please bring a side or dessert. There will
be games and other fun activities for all ages.
Cleaning and Maintenance Day – Saturday, April 13, Groups 1, 2, 3
and 4 are asked to help with cleaning and needed maintenance. This will
begin at 8 a.m. Coffee and donuts will be available at 7:45. If everyone
came, we could finish in less than two hours – if you have children that
are able to help, please have them come along. Things we want to accomplish:
Maintenance tasks include tightening screws in all pews – we need many helping hands
and many cordless drills – and also some painting. Cleaning only inside the building.
Nothing outside at this time. Things to bring with you: Cordless drills, dust cloths, rags,
buckets, vacuum cleaner, extended handle dusters, 6 ft. ladders and step stools.
Seasonal Church Cleaning
Date
Groups
April 13
1, 2, 3, 4
June 1
3, 4, 5, 6
November TBD
1, 2, 5, 6
Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards)
WELS/ELS Youth Lock-In (4th – 8th grade) sponsored by the Beacon, March 29th – 30th
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 7th to 12th
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) at BLC, July 25th - 28th. Register at www.els.org/lya19.
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA)
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Do you have piano skills? Use your talents to accompany the choir!
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, and the choir sings twice a month on
average. Questions? Interested? Contact the Music Coordinator, Laura
Harstad, at musik23@hotmail.com.
Would you like to join the Peace Easter Choir? Simply come to
rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., starting April 3rd. We would love to
have additional singers for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and/or Easter!
Softball season is almost here! There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board for those wishing to play on the Peace Men’s Softball team. Please fill
out the information requested and sign. Signatures and $100 player fee are
due by April 14th, to meet the league deadline. Make checks out to Peace
Lutheran Softball. Drop off fee at Karen’s desk or with Chris Harstad. The first softball
game is Monday, May 6th! Any questions, please contact Chris Harstad at
harstadck@gmail.com, cell: 507-351-9988.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers performed The Mysterious Star on
Friday, March 29th and we thank all of our parents for helping with the
children's lines and with food for our event. Thank-you for bringing your
families to watch these little actors! What an abundance of talent we have in
our preschoolers! Thanks to all who drove for our field trip to Mt. Olive Lutheran school
to visit a real Kindergarten. We thank Mrs. Gunderson and Mr. Born for all of their help
as they hosted us! If you would like more information about Mt. Olive or our preschool
at Peace, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children”

Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) bible study is in session! Mothers, you
are welcome to join us Thursday mornings, from 8:30-10am at Peace.
Childcare is provided, and children can be checked in as early as 8:15.
Morning M.O.M.s are discussing the book, Boundaries, by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John
Townsend. Questions? Contact Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com. Or join our
evening M.O.M.s study from 7-8:30pm on Tuesday evenings in Mt. Olive’s library. (No
childcare for the evening session.) This group is studying the book of 1 st Peter.
Questions? Contact Shaylene Scheele at scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com. New mothers
welcome to join either group at any time!
Our sympathies to the family of Orla Petersen, sister-in-law of
Wilhelm Petersen, who has joined the church triumphant. Her funeral
will be held at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church on Friday, April 5th. Visitation
will be at 10:00am, and the funeral at 11:00am, with a luncheon following. Orla was a
long-time member of Mt. Olive, and a Bethany Lutheran College employee.
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Employment Opportunities at Bethany Lutheran College – Faculty
Openings in Business Administration, Engineering, and Computer Science.
Also openings for Registrar and Academic Resource Center Coordinator.
Job postings are on the bulletin board by the church offices, or go to
https://www.blc.edu/employment.
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Tiaras & Ties Father-Daughter Dance at MVL - The second annual Tiaras & Ties fatherdaughter dance is being held at MVL on Saturday, April 6th, from 3-5pm. This special
event is for girls in preschool through fifth grade & the significant men in their lives. Tiaras
& Ties is entirely free and open to the public. Contact Kristin at kmatzke@mvlhs.org or
visit mvl.org/campus-events for more information.
Bethany Lutheran College Events
Sunday, March 31 at 3 p.m. in Trinity Chapel on the Bethany campus a benefit concert
will be performed by Classic Brass Quintet of Rochester and Blue River Combo of
Mankato. Blue River Combo members are Jenny Haugen, vocals; Ben Faugstad, drums;
Brittany Moldstad, piano; and Tony Cordes, bass. The concert is free and all are
welcome. Donations will be accepted for research in the speech disorder Spasmodic
Dysphonia. Questions? Contact Steve Jaeger at 507-351-2900 or sjaeger@blc.edu.
The box office is open for Letters to Anne of Green Gables. This new adaptation retells
the beloved stories of Anne Shirley, an orphan girl sent to an elderly brother and sister by
mistake, as she charms her new home and community with her fiery spirit and
imagination. Performances are April 5-6, 12-13 at 7:30 pm, and also April 7 and 13 at 2
pm. Get tickets from theater.blc.edu or afternoons from the box office at 507-344-7374.
$10 tickets for all.
Mon., April 1 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel: Junior music major Sarah Wei performs a solo
piano recital titled "The Romantics". Beethoven's Les Adieux, Chopin's Scherzo No. 4, and
Grieg's Piano Concerto are all slated to be performed.
Thurs., April 4 at 7 pm in the YFAC Gallery: BLC senior art majors Sophia Weisensel, Sarah
Oas, Laura Sonnek, and Tessa MacPherson present their senior show, on display March
28 - April 6. Each artist will speak about her works, with a reception to follow.
Last week at Peace: Sunday
389
Wednesday
171
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $23,778.68
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:30AM). For recorded services, go
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.
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