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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O risen Lord, You came to Your disciples and took away their fears with Your word of
peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the
comforting assurance of Your abiding presence; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 2, p. 60

HYMN #246:1-2 “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”
HOLY BAPTISM1
P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From
our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving
his life on the cross. At our baptisms he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness
and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall
what Baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words:
C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means
that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity
forever.
P: As baptized children of God we confess our sins:
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
1

This order, from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, incorporates Holy Baptism into congregational
worship by combining the Sacrament of Baptism with the Confession of Sins. Martin Luther said that
confessing sins and receiving forgiveness is nothing else than a reliving of Baptism. Thus this order provides
opportunity not only to baptize but also to recall the lasting blessings of Baptism.
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authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
P: Before the Lord and His Church, I ask you, was Arthur Ignatius Heyer baptized in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?
Witnesses of the Baptism: Yes, Arthur was baptized in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
P: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart † to mark you as a redeemed
child of Christ.
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven.
May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace
be with you.

EXHORTATION TO SPONSORS
P: Dear sponsor(s), Arthur has been baptized in the name of the triune God. It is your
privilege and responsibility to remember him in your prayers, to remind him of his
baptism, and, as far as possible, to give your counsel and aid that he may be brought
up in the true knowledge of God according to the teachings of the Scriptures as
confessed by our Lutheran Church. If you intend gladly and willingly to do this, then
answer: Yes, and we ask God to help us.
S: Yes, and we ask God to help us.

EXHORTATION TO PARENTS AND CONGREGATION
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths
to all who are baptized.
Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents, to assist in whatever
manner possible so that Arthur may remain a child of God until death. If you are
willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, and we ask God to help us.
C: Yes, and we ask God to help us.
P: Let us pray.
Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of Baptism by which you
offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our
baptisms as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our lives. Look
with special favor on Arthur and grant him a rich measure of your Spirit that he may
grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to
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those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys
of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.
C: Amen.

HYMN #246:3-5 “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”
THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – GENESIS 15:1-6
1After

these events the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision. He said, “Do
not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2Abram said, “LORD God what can you give me, since I remain childless, and the
one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Look, you
have given me no offspring, so a servant born in my house will be my heir.”
4Just then, the word of the LORD came to him. God said, “This man will not be your
heir, but instead one who will come out of your own body will be your heir.” 5The
LORD then brought him outside and said, “Now look toward the sky and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” He said to Abram, “This is what your
descendants will be like.” 6Abram believed in the LORD, and the LORD credited it to
him as righteousness.
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THE EPISTLE – REVELATION 1:4-18
4John,

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is, who was, and who is coming, and from
the seven spirits that are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his own blood 6and made
us a kingdom and priests to God his Father—to him be the glory and the power
forever. Amen.
7Look, he is coming with clouds,
and every eye will see him,
including those who pierced him.
And all the nations of the earth will mourn because of him.
Yes. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, the one who is, and who
was, and who is coming, the Almighty.
9I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingship and patient
endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and
the testimony about Jesus.
10I was in spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard a loud voice behind me, like a
trumpet, 11saying, “Write what you see on a scroll and send it to the seven churches:
to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”
12I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me. When I turned, I saw seven
gold lampstands, 13and among the lampstands was one like a son of man. He was
clothed with a robe that reached to his feet, and around his chest he wore a gold
sash. 14His head and his hair were white, like white wool or like snow. His eyes were
like blazing flames. 15His feet were like polished bronze being refined in a furnace.
His voice was like the roar of many waters. 16He held seven stars in his right hand. A
sharp two-edged sword was coming out of his mouth. His face was shining as the sun
shines in all its brightness.
17When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He placed his right hand on me
and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last— 18the Living One. I was dead
and, see, I am alive forever and ever! I also hold the keys of death and hell.”

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. (John 20:29b)
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THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Second Sunday of Easter is written in the 20th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 19th verse.

THE GOSPEL – JOHN 20:19-31
19On

the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind
locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and
said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands
and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I
am also sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger
into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with
you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands.
Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”
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28Thomas

answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are
not written in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
29Jesus

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
8

according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #340:1, 4-7 “ALLELUIA! JESUS LIVES”
THE SERMON – REVELATION 1:4-18

VISIONS OF THE RISEN SAVIOR:
HE IS THE LIVING ONE

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
At this time our new members are invited to come forward.

P: Dear members of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, these individuals having been
baptized and instructed in the teachings of the Word of God, desire to become
members of this congregation.
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus Christ promises to confess before his
Father in heaven those who faithfully confess him on earth. You have come before
this Christian congregation to declare your faith and to unite with us in Christian love
and fellowship.
Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these
questions:
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? If, so answer: I do.
Response: I do.
P: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have
learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism or Adult Instruction Class, is faithful
and true to the Word of God? If so, answer: I do.
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Response: I do.
P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in the true Christian faith, be diligent in the use
of God’s Word and sacraments, and lead a godly life even to death? If so, answer: I
do, and I ask God to help me.
Response: I do, and I ask God to help me.
P: Will you support with your prayers, time, talents, and offerings the work our Lord has
given to this congregation? If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
P: Having heard your promises, we, the members of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church,
receive you in fellowship and love, and invite you to share in our worship and mission,
in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
The pastor greets each new member by name.

P: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, author and perfecter of our faith, in mercy you joined these brothers and
sisters in Christ to your Church when they were born again of water and the Spirit. In
mercy you taught them your saving truth. Grant that they may offer themselves as
living sacrifices to you as their spiritual act of worship. Transform them by the
renewing of their minds so that they will not conform to the pattern of this world.
Help us live in love and harmony with one another and work together in serving you.
Keep us united in your Spirit, and bring us at last to your eternal kingdom, where you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace.
New members may return to their seats

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
Proverbs 3:9

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; but chiefly are we bound
to praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He
is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the
world. By His death He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is shed for you and
for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #310 “AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING”
#356 “THE DAY OF RESURRECTION”
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God, now and forever.

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN “EARTH AND ALL STARS”
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CW #247:1,4,5

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926, abr.
Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922-87
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: 1st – Jason Westman, Eric Woller;
Ushers: 1st – Brandon Evers, Marc Flygare, Derek Harstad, Jeff Huber;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, April 28-May 5:
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
New Member Sunday
9:45 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s at Mt. Olive School Library (no childcare)
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism class
7:00 PM
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
6:00 PM
Confirmation Examination, everyone invited
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Divine Service
9:45 AM
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
10:45 AM
Divine Service with Confirmation Rite
Important upcoming events:
April
Group 5 – Refreshments
May
Group 3 – Refreshments
May 10th
6:00 PM
Family Night
May 26th 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Begin Summer Worship Schedule
May 29th
6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening services begin
June 10-13
VBS
June 14-16
Lutheran Pioneer Camps
New Member Sunday is today, April 28th, at both services. We welcome our
new members: William Brueske; Carissa Christenson; Lucas Fricke; Erin Kelly;
Rita Kollmann; Derek Meyer; Dale Mize, Rachel Schlawin; David & Justine
Schrader, Elsa, Annaliese; Elizabeth Tut Lam; Laura Voigt; Rebecca Yiech.
Affirmation of Baptism during the 8:30 service today for Arthur Ignatius, son
of Henry and Caitlin Heyer, who was born and baptized on April 6th. May God
strengthen Arthur to live in his baptismal grace all the days of his life.
Confirmation Examination at Peace – Grace Clennon, Zach Kammerer,
Gracen Lukasek, Jakob Theiste, Elle Wendinger and Olivia Woller will be
examined at Peace on Friday, May 3rd at 6:00pm, and confirmed during the
10:45am service on Sunday, May 5th. Please come to show your support.
Bethany Lutheran College Bookstore/Spirit Store has many gifts
available for confirmation. We have prayer books, Confirmation
keepsake books, The Lutheran Study Bible (ESV), and other Bibles, books and
confirmation hymn cards. Bibles and prayer books can be imprinted here. We are located
in the Old Main building on second floor. Hours are 9-10a, 10:30a-4p, M-F. 507-344-7777.
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Honoring the memory of your family’s military service member - On
Memorial Day 2019, Peace Lutheran Church wishes to recognize members’
relatives who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, and who are now deceased. If
you have a relative or ancestor who served at any time dating back to the
Revolution, we would like to recognize and thank God for them by a display
on church video screens on Sunday, May 26, the day before Memorial Day.
Please submit information about them as soon as possible, or by Sunday May
12 at the latest, using forms available on the narthex bulletin board.
VBS 2019 registration is open! This year's theme: Lamb of God is June 1013th, from 9am – 12pm. Registration forms are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Kids ranging from 4 years old to 6th grade are invited
to participate in fun-filled games, crafts and Bible lessons centered on Jesus
as the Good Shepherd. Registration is due by May 26th. Signup sheets to
help volunteer during VBS or to sign up and donate snacks are up!
Softball season is almost here! The first softball game is Monday, May 6th!
Any questions, please contact Chris Harstad at harstadck@gmail.com, cell: 507351-9988.
Do you have piano skills? Use your talents to accompany the choir!
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, and the choir sings twice a month on
average. Questions? Interested? Contact the Music Coordinator, Laura
Harstad, at musik23@hotmail.com.
Senior Choir Director Needed – We are in need of a Senior Choir
Director at Peace for this fall. This position entails conducting weekly
rehearsals with our senior choir during choir season, working with the
pastors and music coordinator to select appropriate musical pieces for the season of the
church year, and scheduling singing events. There is a small stipend for this position. For
a full description of the position see the bulletin board in the narthex. Please contact
Pastor Moldstad if you are interested: pastormoldstad@gmail.com or 507-382-0045.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers continue to listen to all the wonders
God has done in forgiving our sins with His life and death on a cross and His
amazing victory in His resurrection. Many thanks to parents who work so hard
training their children in the way they should go, so that when they are old, they will not
depart from it! If you would like to enroll your child in our Christ-centered preschool,
please call us at 385-7752.
The Art/Furnishings committee is looking for artists to include in their
rotating gallery near the coffee corner. If you are an artist and would like to
display your work for 3-5 months, we'd love to work with you. We are looking
for inspiringly Christian/Biblical themes. If you are interested, you can contact Melissa
Vandermause at 507-380-7867 or missy@galleriavivid.com.
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Lutheran Pioneer Camps are June 14-16 for Boys and Girls from Kindergarten to 12th
grade. Information is on the bulletin board by the office.
Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards)
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 7th to 12th
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) at BLC, July 25th - 28th. Register at www.els.org/lya19.
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA)
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Spring Musical - The MVL Drama Department is excited to announce its spring play
will be the classic musical Bye Bye Birdie. Three performances will take place in the MVL
gym: May 3 and May 4 at 7:00 P.M. and May 5 at 2:00 P.M. Tickets can be purchased at
the door, $7 for adults and $4 for kids in preschool-eighth grade.
MVL Prism Concerts - The MVL Music Department will hold its annual Prism Concerts on
Saturday, May 11 at 5:00 and 8:00 P.M. in the gym. Students will perform as soloists,
small groups, and ensembles. All are invited to hear what our students have eagerly
prepared for these unique concerts!
Faithful Financial Fulfillment Seminar - Interested in learning some of the simple steps
you can take to be a faithful steward of the gifts the Lord has provided? Come to the
complimentary "Faithful Financial Fulfillment" seminar sponsored by the MVL Foundation
on Sunday, May 19. The seminar will be held in the lower level of Martin Luther College's
Chapel of the Christ, beginning at 3:30 P.M. and followed by MVL's Year-End Sacred
Concert in the chapel if you wish to attend. Dinner will be provided to seminar registrants.
Contact Val Holzhueter for more info and to register: valh@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8692.
Bethany Lutheran College Events
Sun., April 28 at 4 pm in Trinity Chapel: BLC Concert Band and Chamber Orchestra
concert perform a concert featuring Edvard Grieg's piano concerto with soloist Sarah Wei.
Pre-concert talk at 3:15 by history major David Evans.
Last week at Peace: Maundy Thursday 182
Good Friday
200
Easter Sunrise
89
Easter Festival
330
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: Not counted yet
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:30AM). For recorded services, go
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.
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