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Divine Service
Sunday – 8:15 & 10:45 AM

DECEMBER 1, 2019

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves
and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not
have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have
mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have
declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

HYMN #101 “THE KING SHALL COME”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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THE LESSON – ISAIAH 2:1-5
1This

is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
2It shall happen in the latter days,
that the mountain of the LORD’s house will be established
as the chief of the mountains.
It will be raised above the hills,
and all nations will flow to it.
3Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob.
Then he will teach us from his ways,
and we will walk in his paths.”
For from Zion the law shall go out,
and the LORD’s word shall go out from Jerusalem.
4He will judge between the nations,
and he will mediate for many peoples.
Then they will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
and they shall not learn war any more.
5O house of Jacob, come,
and let us walk in the light of the LORD.

PSALM 25
Refrain
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Refrain: Soloist
Refrain: Congregation
Soloist v1: Lord, make me know Your ways,
teach me Your paths, and keep me in the way of Your truth,
for You are God, my Savior
Refrain: Congregation
Soloist v 2: For the Lord is good and righteous,
revealing His way to those who seek Him,
gently leading the poor and the humble.
Refrain: Congregation
Soloist v 3: To the ones who seek the Lord,
who look to His Word, who live His love,
He will always be near, He will show them His mercy.
Refrain: Congregation

THE EPISTLE – ROMANS 13:11-14
11And

do this since you understand the present time. It is already the hour for
you to wake up from sleep, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first
believed. 12The night is almost over, and the day is drawing near. So let us put away
the deeds of darkness and put on the weapons of light. 13Let us walk decently as in
the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual sin and wild living, not
in strife and jealousy. 14Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do
not give any thought to satisfying the desires of your sinful flesh.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 24:37-44
37“Just

as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be when the Son of Man returns.
fact, in the days before the flood people were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the very day that Noah entered the ark. 39And they did
not realize what was coming until the flood came and took them all away. That is
how it will be when the Son of Man returns.
40“At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.
41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 42So
be alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But
understand this: If the master of the house had known at what time of night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. 44You also need to be ready for this reason: The Son of Man is coming
at an hour when you do not expect him.”
38In
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN #98 “LO! HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING”
SERMON – MATTHEW 24:37–44

THE SON OF MAN IS COMING

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.

THE CANTICLE HYMN #42:1–4 “GOD, WE PRAISE YOU”
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise
to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your
prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of
their Savior.
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P:

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is near.”
P:

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and
strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the
despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines
and the frenzy of commercialism.
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
P:

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #89 “JESUS CAME, THE HEAVENS ADORING”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Soloist: August Jeske; Trumpet: Paul Agenten;
st
Ushers: 1 – Austin Olsen, Todd Olsen; 2nd – Rick Brennhofer, Will Brueske;
Organist: Nathan Madson.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 1 – 8:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive Library
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism Class
5:15 PM
Advent Supper
6:30 PM
Advent Divine Service
Thursday:
8:30 AM
M.O.M.s Bible Study (with childcare)
6:00 PM
Women’s Ugly Sweater Christmas Party
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday:
8:00 AM
Church Cleaning and Maintenance Day, grps 1,2,5,6
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
December
December 4th, 11th, 18th
December 12th
4:00 PM
December 13th
6:30 PM
December 15th
10:45 AM

Group 1 – Refreshments
Advent meals served by groups 4, 5, 6
Youth Ski Trip
Preschool Christmas Program
Sunday School Christmas Program

Bible Story Time is at 9:25am in the small preschool classroom. This is for
children ages 2½ and up. We especially encourage the little ones to attend
who are not yet old enough to go to regular Sunday School.
Ugly Sweater Party - All women of our congregation are invited to an Ugly
Sweater Christmas Party on Thursday, December 5th, from 6-8:30pm. This
will be a wonderful time for us to enjoy fellowship, a short devotion by
Pastor Moldstad, and fun! We will also be putting together the treat bags
for our Children's Christmas Program. So put on your ugliest Christmas sweater (there
will be prizes for the best), bring a friend or two, and a side dish to share for the meal!
The main course of carnitas will be provided. We would love to know how many to plan
for, so please sign up on the bulletin board in the church narthex. If you have any
questions, please contact Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu.
Cleaning and Maintenance Day – Saturday, December 7, Groups 1, 2, 5
and 6 are asked to help with cleaning and needed maintenance. This will
be from 8-10 a.m. If everyone came, we could finish in less than two hours
– if you have children that are able to help, please have them come along. Things we
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want to accomplish: Maintenance tasks include 1) Winterizing, and 2) Adjusting the
partition walls for the Sunday School rooms. Please bring open end wrenches, and
electric drills for this task. 3) Organizing the basement. Cleaning only inside the
building. Things to bring with you: dust cloths, rags, buckets, vacuum cleaner, extended
handle dusters, 6 ft. ladders and step stools.
All children who play an instrument are invited to play pre-service
music for the Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program on December
15th at 10:45am. Please email Laura Harstad at musik23@hotmail.com no
later than December 8th with the name of the child, instrument, and title of
Christmas song they would like to play. Thank you!
Youth Ski Trip – All Peace Youth from 7th to 12th grade are invited out
to Mt. Kato on Thursday, December 12th, from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., for
downhill skiing or snowboarding. The prices are $10 for the lift ticket,
$10 for ski/board rentals, $4 for helmet rental, and $4 for lessons. We are planning to
meet by the ticket booth at Mt. Kato at 4 p.m. Please sign-up no later than December
8th, on the bulletin board above the drinking fountain, if you are interested in going.
Contact Pastor Moldstad if you have any questions: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Thank you from the M.O.M.s Study! The Moms On a Mission
(M.O.M.s) bible study group would like to thank the members of Peace
and Mt. Olive churches for their donations at our Holiday Pie Sale on
th
November 24 . Over $1100 was raised to go towards childcare costs for our study. This
amount will fund almost an entire year of childcare. Thank you for your generosity! A
special thanks to Sharon Madson and Denice Woller for spending their day teaching us
the art of pie making! To God be the Glory!
Moms On a Mission study meets just one more time before the end of
the semester. Tuesday, December 3rd, from 7-8:30 in Mt. Olive’s Library is
the last evening study of the session. Thursday, December 5 th, from 8:3010am at Peace is the morning study’s final study. Evening M.O.M.s will
reconvene Tuesday, January 21st. Morning M.O.M.s group will resume February 6th.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000
and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with Christian
Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising $780,000
for the year in congregational offerings. Please note the envelope provided for this
special offering to ELS and its missions. You may place it in the collection plate today or
over the next couple of weeks. In all things, we are reminded that our Lord’s grace
extends to us so we are able to “overflow in every good work” 2 Cor. 9:8. May our gifts
be in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
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Last week at Peace:

Sunday

410

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM). For recorded services,
go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose the date you want to watch.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes Madilyn Laird, daughter of Jessica and
Matthew Laird to our afternoon class. We now have a total of 49 students in our
preschool, filling 51 spots. If you would like to participate in a youth choir to sing, Glory
to God the Angels Sing, for the preschool service on Friday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m.
please let Mrs. Courtney Agenten know at Sunday School. Lastly, If you desire Christian
preschool for you little one, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. We have two spots in our
T/Th a.m. class and 7 spots in our M/W/F p.m. class.
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Giving Tuesday – Mark your calendar now for Tuesday, December 3rd, for a special
day of partnering with MVL! On Giving Tuesday, all donations to MVL will help complete
the funding story for our students through the Partnership Fund. A few MVL supporters
with a desire to inspire others have created a $7,500 matching pool just for this day!
Stay tuned to mvl.org and facebook.com/mvlhs for more details.
Bus Drivers Needed for MVL Routes – Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable
transportation for students. We're looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers
for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and part-time positions available.
Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387.
MVL Christmas Concert - December 20 – The Freshmen Choir, A Capella Choir,
Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band are eagerly preparing pieces that celebrate our
Savior's birth. Preconcert music will be provided by the band beginning at 6:45 P.M.
with the concert beginning at 7:00 P.M. in the MVL gymnasium. All are invited!
Bethany Lutheran College
Come on in to the Bethany Bookstore for a wonderful Christmas shopping experience.
Mention that you saw this in the bulletin and receive 15% off your entire order. The
discount starts on Monday, December 2nd and lasts through Friday, December 13th. We
are open Monday-Friday from 9am-10am and 10:30am-4pm. Try out our new coffee
corner and take a seat in our comfy new chairs, while listening to some festive
Christmas music. We have many new children’s books, an expanded marriage and
family section and tons of new BLC apparel, winter wear, mugs and tumblers. We can’t
wait to see you here! Have a blessed Christmas season!
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“CHRISTMAS CLUES”

12/4

12/11

12/18

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Genesis 3:1-15

that answer Why?

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Isaiah 9:6-7

that answer Who?

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Micah 5:2-5

that answer Where?

12/13

6:30PM

12/15

8:15AM
10:45AM

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program
Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Divine Service
4:30 & 6:30pm

Divine Service
9:00am

New Year’s Eve

Divine Service
with Holy Communion
6:30pm

Please note: there will be TWO candlelight worship services on
Christmas Eve this year.
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