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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
2

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN #99 “THE ADVENT OF OUR KING”
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to
all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God. Lord, You have
been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE EPISTLE – JAMES 5:7-11
7Therefore,

brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until
it receives the early and late rain. 8You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts
because the coming of the Lord is near.
9Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged.
Look! The Judge is standing at the doors! 10Brothers, take the prophets who spoke
in the name of the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance. 11See,
we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard of the patient
endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is
especially compassionate and merciful.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you. Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10 cf. EHV)
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THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Third Sunday in Advent is written in the 11th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 2nd verse.

THE GOSPEL – MATTHEW 11:2-11
2While

John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent
two of his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for
someone else?”
4Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the gospel is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the one who
does not take offense at me.”
7As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What did
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9So what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you! And he is much more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is
written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your
way before you.’ 11Amen I tell you: Among those born of women there has not
appeared anyone greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.
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P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #105 “RISE, CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM”
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THE SERMON – JOB 1:6-22

SUFFERING WILL DRAW YOU CLOSER TO GOD

6There

came a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came into their midst. 7The LORD said to Satan, “Where have
you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming the earth and walking around on it.”
8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no
one like him on the earth, a man who is blameless and upright, who fears God and
turns away from evil.”
9Satan answered the LORD, “Is it without cause that Job fears God? 10You have
put a protective hedge around him and his household and everything that belongs
to him, haven’t you? You have blessed the work of his hands. His livestock has
spread throughout the land. 11But just stretch out your hand and strike everything
that is his, and he will certainly curse you to your face!”
12So the LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then. Everything that he has is in your
hand. But you may not stretch out your hand against the man himself.” So Satan
left the presence of the LORD.
13One day when Job’s sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the
house of their oldest brother, 14a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were
plowing and the female donkeys were grazing nearby, 15when the Sabeans
swooped down and took them away. They put the servants to death with the
sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
16While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, “The fire of God
fell from the sky and burned up the flocks and the servants and consumed them,
and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
17 While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, “The Chaldeans
formed three raiding parties and plundered the camels and took them away. They
put the servants to death with the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped
to tell you!”
18While he was still speaking, another servant came and said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and were drinking wine in the house of their oldest brother.
19Suddenly a powerful wind swept in from the wilderness and struck the four
corners of the house, and it collapsed on the young people, and they died, and I am
the only one who has escaped to tell you!”
20Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to the ground
and worshipped. 21Then he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and
naked I will return. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. May the name of
the LORD be blessed.”
22In all this, Job did not sin or blame God.
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THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You
will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11
Please fill out the Friendship Register

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart,
that by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.

CLOSING HYMN #109 “HARK THE GLAD SOUND”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: Nick Peters, Keith Wiederhoeft;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 15 – 22:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
10:45 AM
Sunday School Christmas Program
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study
6:30 PM
Council Meeting
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism Class
5:15 PM
Advent Supper served by group 6
6:30 PM
Advent Divine Service
7:30 PM
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday:
10:00 AM
Peace Writers’ Group
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:25 AM
NO Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
NO Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
December
Group 1 – Refreshments
December 24th
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 4:30 & 6:30 PM
December 25th
Christmas Day Divine Service - 9:00 AM
st
December 31
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion - 6:30 PM
Emma, Evelyn and Elliott Dueck, children of Josiah and Serena Dueck, were
baptized on December 14th. Sponsors are Jordan & Laura Smith and Ben &
Haley Lundsten. Witnesses are Elizabeth Lohrenz, family & friends. May God
strengthen Emma, Evelyn and Elliott Dueck to live in their baptismal grace all the days of
their lives.
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Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
GROUP 6!! We are responsible for the Advent supper on December 18 th.
Please check your email and sign up to bring food, setup, serve, and/or
clean up. We need lots of help. Any questions, please contact Michele Moldstad or
Terri Fries. Thank you!
You are invited to sing with the choir this Christmas! Come to the
rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. on December 18th to learn the music for Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. We would love to have you join us!
Angel Tags on the Tree? — This Christmas season we’ve again decided to
adopt families in need who are connected to our congregation and help
purchase gifts for them. If you’d like to participate, please take one (or more)
of the angel tags off the tree in the new addition by the coffee, buy the gift it
lists and bring the wrapped gift and tag to the church office by Sunday, December 22 nd.
The gifts will be delivered to the families before Christmas.
ELS Winter Youth Retreat and Trip to Nickelodeon Universe –
Our 7th grade to high school youth are invited to a Winter Youth Retreat
at Heritage Lutheran in Apple Valley from January 3 rd to 4th. The retreat
will include an evening of fun, games, and Bible Study on Friday night
with a trip to Nickelodeon Universe (NU) on Saturday. The cost is $25
per student and covers a five-hour unlimited ride pass to NU as well as food and drinks
while at Heritage. You can bring cash or write a check to Peace Lutheran Church (the
church setting up the retreat) the day of. See the sign-up sheet in the entryway for
more information. Youth must sign-up by December 27th to guarantee their spot.
From the Board of Education: We are requesting special donations to
raise $2,200 for a new digital piano and kids’ tables and chairs for our
Preschool and Sunday School children’s benefit. If you desire to donate, please
make a note on your envelope or check “For Piano/Tables/Chairs”. Your help with this
need is greatly appreciated!
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000
and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with Christian
Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising $780,000
for the year in congregational offerings. Please note: envelopes provided for this
special offering to ELS and its missions are on the bulletin board. You may place it in the
collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks. In all things, we are reminded
that our Lord’s grace extends to us so we are able to “overflow in every good work” 2
Cor. 9:8. May our gifts be in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
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Please pick up your 2020 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Moms On a Mission is in recess. Evening M.O.M.s will reconvene Tuesday,
January 21st. Morning M.O.M.s group will resume February 6th.
Last week at Peace: Sunday
Wednesday

375
212

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM & special service times).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose the
date you want to watch.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks all who contributed to our fundraiser. We
raised a total of $980 with donations! We thank everyone also who was able to come to
our Preschool Christmas last Friday evening. We thank Kristi Ringen for coordinating the
fellowship afterward, with many volunteers. And, we thank our preschool families for
supplying cookies for the event! If you would like to register your child for our Winter
Semester, please call Joslyn at 385-7752 for a tour and information.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Bus Drivers Needed for MVL Routes – Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable
transportation for students. We're looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers
for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and part-time positions available.
Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387.
MVL Christmas Concert - December 20 – The Freshmen Choir, A Capella Choir,
Chargaliers, and Symphonic Band are eagerly preparing pieces that celebrate our
Savior's birth. Preconcert music will be provided by the band beginning at 6:45 P.M.,
with the concert beginning at 7:00 P.M. in the MVL gymnasium. All are invited!
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12/15

8:15AM
10:45AM

Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“CHRISTMAS CLUES”

12/18

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Micah 5:2-5

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Divine Service
4:30 & 6:30pm

Divine Service
9:00am

that answer Where?

New Year’s Eve

Divine Service
with Holy Communion
6:30pm

Please note: there will be TWO candlelight worship services on Christmas Eve this year.
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