…THAT ANSWER WHERE?
MICAH 5:2-5

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email:
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

Divine Service
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DECEMBER 18, 2019

THIRD WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE:
Vespers, p. 120

PRESERVICE MUSIC – BELL CHOIR

MT. OLIVE SCHOOL GRADE 4 PEACE STUDENTS

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves
and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not
have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have
mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have
declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - ADVENT 31
P: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came
to defeat the prince of darkness.
C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John
proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
P: We hear his call to see the light.
C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Three Advent candles are lit.
1 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

3

HYMN #88 “COME, THOU PRECIOUS RANSOM COME”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

4

THE PSALMODY – PSALM 132
P:

Remember for David’s sake, O LORD, all his afflictions.

C: Remember how he swore to the Lord. He made a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob:
P:

“I will not enter my own house.

C: I will not get into my own bed.
P:

I will not allow my eyes to sleep

C: or my eyelids to slumber,
P:

until I find a place for the LORD,

C: a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.”
P:

Yes, we heard about it in Ephrathah.

C: We found it in the fields of Ja’ar.
P:

Let us go to his dwelling place.

C: Let us bow down at his footstool.
P:
C:
P:

Arise, O LORD, come to your resting place,
you and the ark of your strength.
May your priests be clothed with righteousness.

C: May your favored ones shout for joy.
P:

For the sake of David your servant,

C: do not reject the face of your Anointed One.
P:

The LORD swore to David
a truth from which he will not turn back:

C: “From the fruit of your body
I will place kings on your throne.
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P:

If your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies that I teach them,

C: then their sons will sit on your throne forever.”
P:

For the LORD has chosen Zion.

C: He has desired it for his dwelling.
P:

“This is my resting place forever.

C: Here I will live, for I have desired it.
P:

I will bless her greatly with food.

C: I will satisfy Zion’s poor with bread.
P:

I will clothe her priests with salvation,

C: and her favored ones will shout for joy.
P:

There I will make a horn shoot up for David.

C: I will set up a lamp for my Anointed One.
P:

I will clothe his enemies with shame,

C: but on him his crown will be beautiful.”
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning is now, and ever shall be, forever more. Amen.

THE LECTION – MICAH 5:2-5A
2But

you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.

3Therefore

the LORD will give them up,
until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.
Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of
Israel.
4He

will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the
earth.
5This

one will be their peace.
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE SERMON HYMN #137 “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”
THE SERMON – MICAH 5:2-5A

CHRISTMAS CLUES…THAT ANSWER WHERE?

SPECIAL MUSIC – BELL CHOIR

MT. OLIVE SCHOOL GRADE 4 PEACE STUDENTS

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
THE VERSICLE
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:

THE CANTICLE HYMN #47 “MY SOUL DOTH MAGNIFY THE LORD”
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THE PRAYERS, BEGINNING WITH THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
proceed, give Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments, and also that we, being defended by You
from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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THE CLOSING HYMN “HOSANNA TO THE COMING LORD”

CW #21

Text: Rginald Heber, 1783-1826, abr., alt.
Tune: Schumann, Geistliche lieder auffs new gebessert, Leipzig, 1539
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Special Music: Mt. Olive School Bell Choir - Grade 4 Peace Students;
Director: Kari Sehloff;
Ushers: Ron Lorensberg, Derick Lyngholm;
Organist: Crystal Foslien;
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
4:30 & 6:30PM

CHRISTMAS DAY
DIVINE SERVICE
9:00AM

Sunday, December 29th

NEW YEAR’S EVE
DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
6:30PM

8:15 & 10:45 Divine Service

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class resume on January 5th.

Please note: there will be TWO candlelight worship services on Christmas Eve this year.
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