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Divine Service
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DECEMBER 22, 2019

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make
us ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve
You always; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN #91 “LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES”
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O Most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has
promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 7:10-14
10The

LORD spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11“Ask for a sign from the LORD your
God. Ask for it either in the depths below or in the heights above.”
12But Ahaz responded, “I will not ask. I will not test the LORD.”
13So Isaiah said:
Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for you to test the patience of
men? Will you test the patience of my God as well? 14Therefore the Lord himself
will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and name him Immanuel.

THE EPISTLE – ROMANS 1:1-7
1Paul,

a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2which he promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures.
3This gospel is about his Son—who in the flesh was born a descendant of David,
4who in the spirit of holiness was declared to be God’s powerful Son by his
resurrection from the dead—Jesus Christ, our Lord. 5Through him we received
grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the
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obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, 6including you, who were called by Jesus
Christ.
7To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name
him Immanuel. Alleluia. (Matthew 1:23 EHV)

THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is written in the 1st chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 18th verse.

THE GOSPEL – MATTHEW 1:18-25
18This

is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged
in marriage to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child
by the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to
disgrace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering
these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and
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you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins.”
22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23“Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name
him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him. He took Mary home as his wife, 25but he was not intimate with
her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he named him Jesus.
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
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according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #110:1-4 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
THE SERMON – ISAIAH 7:14

CHRISTMAS CLUES…THAT ANSWER WHAT?

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
Proverbs 3:9

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take,
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #239 “I LAY MY SINS ON JESUS”
“AS ANGELS JOYED WITH ONE ACCORD”

CW #5

Hymn continued on next page
15

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-96, abr., alt.
Tune: Latin melody, 15th century, adapt.
Text © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann; Setting © A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927

THE NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.

CLOSING HYMN #110:5-7 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Communion Assistants: 1st – Greg Miller, Bob Paulsen;
Communion Assistants: 2nd – August Jeske, Rob Pipal;
Ushers: 1st – Paul Bunkowske, Nick Peters, Phil Wels, Eric Woller;
Ushers: 2nd – Richie Kammer, Devin Krienke, Mike Madson, Kory Meyers;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 22 – 29:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:25 AM
NO Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
NO Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Tuesday:
4:30 & 6:30 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday:
9:00 AM
Christmas Day Divine Service
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
NO Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
NO Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
December
Group 1 – Refreshments
December 31st
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion - 6:30 PM
January 3rd-4th
ELS Winter Youth Retreat
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Please pick up your 2020 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
ELS Winter Youth Retreat and Trip to Nickelodeon Universe –
Our 7th grade to high school youth are invited to a Winter Youth Retreat
at Heritage Lutheran in Apple Valley from January 3 rd to 4th. The retreat
will include an evening of fun, games, and Bible Study on Friday night
with a trip to Nickelodeon Universe (NU) on Saturday. The cost is $25
per student and covers a five-hour unlimited ride pass to NU as well as food and drinks
while at Heritage. You can bring cash or write a check to Peace Lutheran Church (the
church setting up the retreat) the day of. See the sign-up sheet in the entryway for
more information. Youth must sign-up by December 27th to guarantee their spot.
From the Board of Education: We are requesting special donations to
raise $2,200 for a new digital piano and kids’ tables and chairs for our
Preschool and Sunday School children’s benefit. If you desire to donate, please
make a note on your envelope or check “For Piano/Tables/Chairs”. Your help with this
need is greatly appreciated!
Moms On a Mission is in recess. Evening M.O.M.s will reconvene Tuesday,
January 21st. Morning M.O.M.s group will resume February 6th.
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Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget
of $740,000 and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with
Christian Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising
$780,000 for the year in congregational offerings. Please note: envelopes provided for
this special offering to ELS and its missions are on the bulletin board. You may place it in
the collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks. In all things, we are
reminded that our Lord’s grace extends to us so we are able to “overflow in every good
work” 2 Cor. 9:8. May our gifts be in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
Last week at Peace: Sunday
Wednesday

353
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To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM & special service times).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose the
date you want to watch.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes Emma Dueck and her family to our Peace
congregation. Many thanks to Kristi and Josh Ringen, Marilyn and Bob Paulsen, Kris
Flygare, Tom and Connie Schulz for our fellowship meal after our Preschool Christmas
Service and thanks to all of our families for providing cookies. We thank Pastor
Moldstad, Tammi Emmons, Brittany Cordes, Elisa Londgren, Hilary Lien and our youth
for helping us with our service and giving all glory to God. Many thanks to Keith
Wiederhoeft and John Moldstad for the risers! Finally, we thank Peace congregation
and all our preschool families for showering your children’s teachers with so many gifts!
If you need information concerning our Christ-centered preschool, please call Joslyn at
385-7752.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Bus Drivers Needed for MVL Routes – Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable
transportation for students. We're looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers
for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and part-time positions available.
Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387.
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