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DECEMBER 24, 2019

CHRISTMAS EVE

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.
Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold
Him in all His glory in the life to come; through Your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
THE OPENING HYMN #127:1, 2, 5, 6 “I AM SO GLAD WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES”
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father, the Creator of Light,
In the name of the Son, the Light of the world,
In the name of the Holy Spirit, the one who enlightens our hearts.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Children of God, we have gathered together on this special evening to worship our
King born long ago in Bethlehem. Yet we have sinned and are not worthy even to
come into his presence. Therefore let us acknowledge our sin and ask for forgiveness.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
P: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,
to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. As sons of
God and those receiving an inheritance, hear God’s forgiveness spoken through his
servant: I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES – CHRISTMAS EVE1
P: We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary.
He came to share our humanity.
C: We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his people from
their sins.
P: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.
C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.
1 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
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P: On this holy evening we also light the fifth and final candle, the Christ candle.
C: We are reminded that everything we have been preparing for and looking forward
to during the season of Advent has been fulfilled in the Christ Child who is born for
us.
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Five candles are lit.

RESPONSE VERSE “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”

SING WE ALL NOEL P.15

1. It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, Good Will to men, From heav’n’s all-gracious King!”
The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing.

THE CHRISTMAS STORY
AS TOLD THROUGH THE PROPHETS OF OLD
Genesis 3:15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed
and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will crush his heel."
Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you.
All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you."
Deut. 18:18

I will raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and
I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that
I command him.

Isaiah 7:14

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and name him Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6,7

For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest
on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no limit to his authority
and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David's throne and over
his kingdom, to establish it and uphold it with justice and righteousness
from now on, into eternity.

Micah 5:2

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of
Judah, from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity."
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RESPONSE VERSE “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”

SING WE ALL NOEL P.15

2. Still through the open skies they come With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats O’er all the sinful world;
Above its sad and lowly plains They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds The blessed angels sing.

AS TOLD THROUGH PAUL, THE APOSTLE – GALATIANS 4:1-7
1What

I am saying is this: As long as the heir is a young child, he is no different
from a slave. Although he is owner of everything, 2he is still under guardians and
managers until the day set by his father. 3So also, when we were younger children,
we were enslaved under the basic principles of the world. 4But when the set time
had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he would be born
under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopted
as sons. 6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to
shout, “Abba, Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son,
then you are also an heir of God through Christ.

RESPONSE VERSE “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”

SING WE ALL NOEL P.15

3. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way With painful step and slow
Look up! For glad and golden hours Come swiftly on the wing.
Oh, rest beside the weary road And hear the angels sing.

AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – LUKE 2:1-5
1In

those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria.
3And everyone went to register, each to his own town.
4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea,
to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and
family line of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged
to him in marriage and was expecting a child.

THE HYMN #137:1-2 “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”
AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – LUKE 2:6-7
6And

so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

THE HYMN #145 “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?”
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AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – LUKE 2:8-12
8There

were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all
people: 11Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.
12And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.”

4:30 – “TO SHEPHERDS AS THEY WATCHED BY NIGHT”

SING WE ALL NOEL P.25

1. To shepherds as they watched by night Appeared a host of angels bright;
Behold the tender Babe, they said, In yonder lowly manger laid,
2. At Bethlehem, in David’s town, As Micah did of old make known;
‘Tis Jesus Christ, your Lord and King, Who doth to all salvation bring.

6:30 – DUET “WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT”

ELH 147

AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – LUKE 2:13-14
13Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army, praising

God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.”

THE HYMN #125:1-3 “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”
AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – LUKE 2:15-18
15When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. 17When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been
told about this child. 18And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said
to them.

THE HYMN #126:1, 4 “GOD REST YOU MERRY”
AS TOLD THROUGH LUKE, THE EVANGELIST – EHV LUKE 2:19-20
19But

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard
and seen, which were just as they had been told.

THE HYMN #165:1-4 “LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD”
THE SERMON – GALATIANS 4:4-7

THE TIME HAD COME TO SEND HIS SON
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
(LUTHER’S EXPLANATION OF THE SECOND ARTICLE, APOSTLES’ CREED)
I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord: Who has redeemed me,
a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood,
and with His innocent sufferings and death; in order that I might be His own, live under
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and
blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is
most certainly true.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
EXHORTATION AND PRAYER
P: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our joy and delight to hear again
the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this
thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child
lying in a manger.
Therefore, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know
the good news of Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let
us pray for the people of this city and for all those in our own congregation.
And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the
lonely and the unloved, and the elderly and the little children. We especially
remember all those who do not know the Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and
those who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live
in greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was
in the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and
praise him each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we
are united with one another.
To sum up all these petitions, let us sing the prayer Christ himself taught us.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE CHRISTMAS COLLECT
P: O God, as You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light, grant, we pray, that we who have known the mysteries of that Light here on
earth may come to the fullness of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
(Pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle, for we only have light and life from
Christ. The ushers will then light their candles from his candle and proceed to light
the candles of the congregation, row by row. Remember: Be sure to tip your unlit
candle into the lit candle to avoid spilling hot wax! After all the candles are lit, the
sanctuary lights will be turned off.)
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THE CLOSING HYMN “SILENT NIGHT”

ELH #140

4:30 – Congregation and Choir – verses 1, 4
6:30 – Congregation – all verses

Choir – verses 2, 3

1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
4. Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Joseph Mohr, 1818 / Franz Gruber, 1818
Tr. John F. Young, ca. 1863 / arranged by Paul Sjolund
Copyright 1982 by Walton Music Corporation

(Please extinguish your candle)
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
4:30 PM – The Adult Choir; Soloist: Tammy Kammerer;
6:30 PM – Duet: Adie Harstad, Mike Madson;
Guitar: Adie Harstad, Mike Madson;
Flute: 4:30 PM – Rachel Olsen, Kiara Riehl; 6:30 PM – Rachel Olsen;
Adult Choir Director: Rachel Moldstad;
Accompanist: Brittany Cordes; Organist: Katie Hartwig;
Ushers: 4:30 PM – Nick Peters; 6:30 PM – John Moldstad, Matt Wiechmann;
Cover artwork: Don Moldstad.
To God be the Glory!

December 25th – 9:00 am Divine Service
December 29th – 8:15 & 10:45 am Divine Service, No Sunday School or Bible Class
December 31st – 6:30 pm New Year’s Eve Divine Service with Holy Communion

To our Peace family,
We wish you all God’s richest blessings as we celebrate
the birth of His Son. We give Him thanks for you and for
the many blessings He has poured out on us through you!
Merry Christmas,
The Hartwig Family
The Moldstad Family
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Poinsettia from:

In memory of:

Joanna Bindert

Craig Bindert

Chopp/Krattiger families

Our Grandparents

DeWitt family (2)
Terry Field (2)

Julie Henry

Marc & Kris Flygare
Sarah Hartwig

Amanda Madson

Mark & Donna Hensel

Vivian Hensel

Warren & Megan Kassuelke

Frank & Georgia Carthey

Jeffrey & Tina Kotulski (2)

Grandma Millie

Elisa Londgren

Jeff Londgren

Cristen Manthe

Lisa C. Nicholson, Isabel Arneson

Sarah Merritt

Great Grandparents

Jon & Michele Moldstad

Karla Worden

Daniel Mundahl (6)

Palmer & Joyce Mundahl

Phil & Becky Novak

Lois Bruns

Bob & Marilyn Paulsen (2)

Our parents

Rob & Lori Pipal

Lowell Ploostor

Tom & Connie Schulz (4)

Walter & Viola Schulz, Ervin & Berdina Wrucke,
Helen Wrucke, Wayne Wrucke

Annalise Tecken (4)

Amanda Madson

Larry & Stephanie Wentzlaff

Our parents

Jerome & Karla Wosmek

Brad Wosmek

In honor of:
Elizabeth Halvorson

Teachers

Jeffrey & Tina Kotulski (2)

Millie Smiley

Ron & Jeanne Lorensberg

Our parents

Jon & Michele Moldstad

Our Children

J. Kincaid & Carolyn Smith

Our family

You may take your plant(s) home after Christmas. There is a list on the wall in the sacristy of
who ordered which plants. Thank you for helping beautify the sanctuary this Christmas season.
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