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Divine Service
Sunday – 8:15 & 10:45 AM

DECEMBER 29, 2019

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take upon Himself our
human nature. By His gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN #135 “NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE”
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: Your testimonies are very sure, holiness adorns Your house O Lord, forever. Your
throne is established from of old, You are everlasting. The Lord reigns, He is clothed
with majesty; The Lord is clothed, He has girded Himself with strength.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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THE LESSON – ISAIAH 63:7-9
7I

will tell about the LORD’s mercies,
about the praises of the LORD,
about all that the LORD has done for us,
about his great goodness to the house of Israel,
which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion,
and according to his great mercy.
8He said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely,”
so he became their Savior.
9In all their anguish he felt anguish,
and the Angel of his Presence saved them.
In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them,
and he took them up and carried them all the days of old.

THE EPISTLE – GALATIANS 4:4-7
4But

when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman,
so that he would be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law,
so that we would be adopted as sons. 6And because you are sons, God sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!” 7So you are no longer a
slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of God through
Christ.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ control your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)

THE ALLELUIA
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas is written in the 2nd chapter of
the Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 13th verse.

THE GOSPEL – MATTHEW 2:13-15, 19-23
13After

the Wise Men were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to
Joseph in a dream. He said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, because Herod will search for the child in order to
kill him.”
14Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for
Egypt. 15He stayed there until the death of Herod. This happened to fulfill what was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Wise Men, he was
furious. He issued orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding
countryside, from two years old and under. This was in keeping with the exact time
he had learned from the Wise Men. 17Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled:
18A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she refused to be comforted,
because they are no more.
19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt. The angel said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land
of Israel, for those who were trying to kill the child are dead.”
21Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.
22But when he heard that Archelaus, Herod’s son, had succeeded his father as ruler
in Judea, he was afraid to go there. Since he had been warned in a dream, he went
to the region of Galilee. 23When he arrived there, he settled in a city called
Nazareth. So what was spoken through the prophets was fulfilled: “He will be called
a Nazarene.”
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P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #164 “NOW ARE THE DAYS FULFILLED”
THE SERMON – MATTHEW 2:13-23

THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED
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THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You
will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
THE HYMN #134 “LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE”
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the Church and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God and Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies,
especially for the gift of Your dear Son, through whom You have revealed Your
grace. We pray that You would plant Your Word in our hearts that we may cling to
it in faith and bear much fruit in well doing.
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C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
P: Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may
grow and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the
light of Your truth throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and
seminaries of the Church that they may send forth laborers to serve You in the
ministry of Your Word, in the ministry of mercy, and in all godly walks of life. Let
the light of Your Word shine continually in our homes. Keep the children of the
Church in the grace of their Baptism, and grant that all entrusted with their care
may bring them up in true faith and obedience to Your will.
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You defend them.
P: Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the
Governor and legislators of this state. Give them wisdom and sound judgment, that
justice may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished.
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our Helper!
P: We commend to Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness or any other
adversity, especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth.
Comfort them, O God, with Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may
acknowledge Your fatherly will and rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance.
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name.
P: Let Your blessing rest on seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on
medicine and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your
people. Protect all who travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous.
Bless all who in their daily calling endeavor to do Your will, and give them the
assurance that their work is pleasing in Your sight.
C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer!
(Special intercessions may be added)
P: Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour
with Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in
the blessed company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true
God, now and forever. Amen.
C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a
contrite spirit. The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of
all their troubles.

14

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart,
that by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.

CLOSING HYMN #163 “O REJOICE, YE CHRISTIANS, LOUDLY”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Guest Preacher: Seminarian Nicholas Lilienthal;
Ushers: Isaiah Allen, Josh Allen;
Euphonium: Benjamin Faugstad;
Organist: Laura Harstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 29 – January 5:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
NO Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
NO Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Tuesday:
6:30 PM
New Year’s Eve Service w/Holy Communion
Wednesday:
Happy New Year!
Thursday:
10:00 AM
Remove Christmas Decorations
Friday:
ELS Winter Youth Retreat
Saturday:
ELS Winter Youth Retreat
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
December
Group 1 – Refreshments
January
Group 1 – Refreshments
Affirmation of Baptism during the 10:45 service today for Summer Louise,
daughter of Alex and Joelle Julian, who was born on September 26th, and
baptized on September 28th. Sponsors are Jeff and Alison Huber. May God
strengthen Summer to live in her baptismal grace all the days of her life.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Please pick up your 2020 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
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Remove Church Decorations - We are looking for help with taking down our
Christmas decorations and storing them away on Thursday, January 2nd, at 10 a.m.
If you are able to volunteer your time it would be greatly appreciated!
From the Board of Education: We are requesting special donations to
raise $2,200 for a new digital piano and kids’ tables and chairs for our
Preschool and Sunday School children’s benefit. If you desire to donate, please
make a note on your envelope or check “For Piano/Tables/Chairs”. Your help with this
need is greatly appreciated!
Moms On a Mission is in recess. Evening M.O.M.s will reconvene Tuesday,
January 21st. Morning M.O.M.s group will resume February 6th.
Peace Lutheran Church…There’s an App For That! – We recently launched
an app for our church. To download to your phone or tablet please go to:
www.peacemankato.com/app or find us in the iOS app store or google play. If
you do download the app, please allow for notifications. We will be using it to
communicate with you about event changes, cancellations and the like.
Consider a year-end gift for the ELS Synod and Mission offering.
Our delegates and pastors at convention, aware of the greater needs for
our synod to support missions and ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000
and in addition have earmarked all gifts over this amount to help with Christian
Education. Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal of raising $780,000
for the year in congregational offerings. Please note: envelopes provided for this
special offering to ELS and its missions are on the bulletin board. You may place it in the
collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks. In all things, we are reminded
that our Lord’s grace extends to us so we are able to “overflow in every good work” 2
Cor. 9:8. May our gifts be in accord with our Lord’s abundant blessings to us.
Last week at Peace: Sunday
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
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To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM & special service times).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose the
date you want to watch.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes Emma Dueck and her family to our Peace
congregation. Many thanks to Kristi and Josh Ringen, Marilyn and Bob Paulsen, Kris
Flygare, Tom and Connie Schulz, Keith and Joni Wiederhoeft, and Mike Madson for our
fellowship meal after our Preschool Christmas Service and thanks to all of our families
for providing cookies. We thank Pastor Moldstad, Tammi Emmons, Brittany Cordes,
Elisa Londgren, Hilary Lien and our youth for helping us with our service and giving all
glory to God. Many thanks to Keith Wiederhoeft and John Moldstad for the risers!
Finally, we thank Peace congregation and all our preschool families for showering your
children’s teachers with so many gifts! If you need information concerning our Christcentered preschool, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
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