The Peace Messenger
Peace Lutheran Church
2090 Commerce Drive
North Mankato MN 56003

Worship Schedule
Sundays 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
at 9:45 a.m.
Serving Peace
Pastor Tim Hartwig
Cell – 507-382-6826
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Matt Moldstad
Cell – 507-382-0045
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Office - Karen Wold
Phone – 507-385-1386
karen@peacemankato.com
Church Council
President:
Vacant
Vice President:
Eric Halvorson
Secretary:
Greg Miller
Spiritual Leadership:
Adie Harstad
Christian Education:
Bob Paulsen
Property Management:
Matt Bindert
Stewardship:
Jason Westman
Gospel Outreach:
Jon Stadler
Jesus’ Lambs Preschool
Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Crossed - Youth Group
www.peacemankato.org/crossed
crossedyouth@gmail.com

Special Interest Dates
3rd
Sudanese Service 1p
5th
Stewardship Board 6p
Board of Education 6p
Spiritual Leadership 7p
6,13,20,27 Lenten Suppers 5:15p
6th
Ash Wed. Service/HC 6:30p
8th
Family Night 6p
12th
Council Meeting 6:30p
13,20,27
Lenten Services 6:30p
17th Lutheran Pioneers at LCARC 1p
29th
Preschool Play 10a & 2p

Newsletter
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Christianity Is Radically Different
Why should a person be a Christian
and not a Muslim, Buddhist, or a
follower of another religion? The
answer: Because Christianity is
true. Our society today struggles
with this answer. It views all
religions as basically the same and
therefore as different perspectives
of the truth. This view of world
religions cannot be true.
Most
world
religions teach that
a person reaches
heaven by doing
something, such as
gaining
certain
knowledge, leading
a good life, atoning
for your wrong, etc.
The chief thought
is that you have to
save
yourself.
Christianity
is
radically different.
It is not like other
religions. It does
not teach what the
other
world
religions teach.
Christianity teaches that you can’t
save yourself. Because of your sins
and failure to lead a good life, you
should be punished. However, God
intervened to save you. In Jesus,
the Son of God, became a man to
live and die in your place. He lived

the good life that God desires, as
your substitute. Through his death
on the cross, He suffered the
punishment that your sins deserve,
as your substitute. God has forgiven
all of your sins, no matter how great
they may be, through Jesus’ perfect
life and innocent death. God loves
you and gives you salvation as a free
gift. You don’t earn it. God gives it.
How can you know
that this is true?
Jesus’ life and death
are not the whole
story. Three days
after he was killed
he rose from the
dead.
Jesus’
resurrection proves
that Christianity is
true, and much
more. It proves that
Jesus is your Savior
from sin. It proves
that God the Father
has accepted his
perfect life and
innocent death as
your substitute. It is just as Jesus
said, “I am the Way, the Truth and
the Life. No one comes to the Father,
except through me.” (John 14:6)
Gather with us this Sunday to learn
more about Jesus and what he has
done to be your Savior.
- Board for Home Outreach

Our Mission
The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

Council Meeting Minutes – February 12, 2019
The Mission & Ministry Coordination Council (MMCC) meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on February
12, 2019. Council members present were: Pastor Hartwig, Pastor Moldstad, Eric Halvorson –Vice President,
Adie Harstad – Spiritual Leadership, Jason Westman – Stewardship, Bob Paulsen – Christian Education, Matt
Bindert – Property Management, Jon Stadler – Gospel Outreach, Greg Miller – Secretary. Absent and excused:
➢ Devotion – Pastor Moldstad – Romans 10:13-17
➢ Announcements – Vice President expressed his appreciation for all the chairmen of the boards for their
assistance with developing the Power Point presentation and attending the Open Forum to support him.
➢ Agenda – MMSP to approve the agenda.
➢ Minutes of Previous Meeting – MMSP to approve.
➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Moldstad)
• Worship
o The Sudanese service will be held on February 24 at 12:30 PM. Choul Boul will lead it with Pastor
Moldstad training him and reviewing with him the service and the points to cover.
• Christian Service:
o The new Group Leader will be Joni Wiederhoeft. She will not be required to attend Stewardship
Board meetings, but she can give a report if needed.
➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig)
• Attendance Comments
o The average attendance in January 2019 was 382.
o Pastor Hartwig will talk to Mike Madson about possibly taking care of counting Sunday School
attendance.
• Comments and Looking Ahead
o The Home Missionary Conference was a great experience. He came back with some ideas for our
work here at Peace.
o March 6 Ash Wednesday
o April 21
Easter Sunday
➢ Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Adie Harstad)
• Board members were gone so no meeting was held.
• Coming up they will discuss the Sudanese ministry more.
• Craig Ferkenstad reported that it is too soon right now to begin the Eagle Lake outreach.
MMSP to approve membership changes: Received by transfer: Lucas Fricke. Received by
virtue of baptism: Carson Zenk.
➢ Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Jon Stadler)
• Jeff Lemke presented on paying “digital postage” to reach people in the digital world just like you would
in the physical world via mailings, etc.
o Discussed how we can reach target audiences via Facebook and Instagram.
o You can define the demographics of your digital outreach (e.g. geography, age, kids or no kids, etc.).
He gave a demo that showed how we could reach 17,000 people (defined by age 23+ and 56003
location.) with a particular saturation (70% would see our info 5 times in a 2-week period.). The cost
for this example may be approximately $200 for a 2-week period.
o The discussion prompted us to develop a Peace Instagram account. Phil will set up the account. John
will recruit members to contribute photos from Peace events to give to Phil so he can put them on
the account. Some suggestions of members to contact were given.
o We need to set up an account to pay our digital postage for outreach. Jeff suggested creating a name
that could be controlled by Peace regardless of who may be on the Board at the time.

o Jeff also suggested the use of Google AdWords to target our outreach digitally. He said it is complex
and that it would make sense to pay a vendor to set up the strategy (He pays a vendor $60/hr. to do
it for Bethany.)
o Phil mentioned that an introduction video could be made with the pastors when they record the next
Peace Devotions videos on February 21st. Pastor Hartwig mentioned that a previous introduction
video had been recorded but needs to be edited and then placed on the main page of our webpage.
Phil will locate that video and edit it to post on the website. Another video could be made to invite
people to our Easter services. In either case, this might make for a good test case for this outreach
attempt.
• Mailings for Lent and Easter: Pastor Hartwig will handle these mailings.
• Peace Devotions
o Videos continue to be posted on Mondays and Thursdays.
o If we think about digital postage, it might suggest different strategies for getting the videos in front
of people.
o We are considering reapplying to the Schwann Foundation for funding.
o Peace Lutheran Church in Deshler, OH has donated $5000 for Peace Devotions to help keep them
going.
o A question was raised as to whether and how to include Peace Devotions as a line-item in the Gospel
Outreach Board budget.
• ELS/WELS Sudanese Outreach Initiative
o One of the components of this outreach will be a monthly worship service in the Nuer language.
▪ Our board will be working with Spiritual Leadership on this initiative.
▪ Spiritual Leadership will work on the worship element.
▪ Our board will work on the logistics (e.g. transportation) and outreach to the community (e.g.
publicizing the event and inviting Sudanese.).
o An important component of this initiative will be securing transportation for Sudanese members and
visitors.
▪ This will be needed for both our Sunday service and the monthly Sudanese worship service.
▪ Jon discussed a possible partnership with Bethany Lutheran College through the Center for
Intercultural Development and Resources (C.I.D.R.). Jon will follow up and explore its feasibility.
o Another initiative to restart may be offering English as Second Language (ESL) classes.
▪ We had previously offered these classes when Pastor Behmer was a vicar here.
▪ This would be a valuable service to offer to our current Sudanese members and regular worship
attendees, as well as serving as an outreach to other Sudanese community members (and other
Mankato residents from other communities.) Jon will follow up with a church member who might
have some knowledge in this area.
• Other Outreach Initiatives
o Pastor Hartwig is investigating a church app that would have several functions, including the ability
to donate to the church.
o Pastor Hartwig provided a document that had several outreach plan options.
▪ Jon will work on making the document a digital file that can then be e-mailed, put into Dropbox,
etc.
▪ Jon will also use this document, along with previous suggestions, to develop a survey for
members to rate which ideas they would be interested in.
▪ Having these survey results will allow our board to develop initiatives that can take advantage of
our members’ interests.
▪ Jon will make the survey and send it to Pastor Hartwig, who can then make a SurveyMonkey
survey for our members to take.
➢ Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Bob Paulsen)
• No report. No meeting due to weather.
➢ Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Jason Westman)
• Keith Wiederhoeft presented the new budget format.
• Another golf tournament will be held this year.

•

“Smile Amazon” is a program where purchases can be made on Amazon with a charity designated to
receive 0.5% of the purchase price. Phil will promote this.
• We are currently about $47,000 behind budgeted offerings.
• Also, currently expenses are running about $12,000 more than income.
➢ Property Management (Coordinator ~ Matt Bindert)
• January Maintenance Day: Accomplished some items on the list but only 2 members showed up. Still
much to do so we will need to plan a makeup day.
• Jim Howson donated his time and money to replace worn out hot water heater.
• Working with Tim Paulsen on estimates for parking lot expansion. Will have more details to come.
➢ MMSP to approve all reports.
➢ Old Business
• A Nominations Committee was formed, headed up by Todd Olsen and they have begun contacting
people.
• The Survey results with feedback comments were all covered and assigned to the various appropriate
boards to discuss.
• The member discussion points from the Open Forum were covered with each also assigned to the
appropriate board to discuss.
➢ New Business
• Ten Year Planning Committee was discussed. It was stated that about 5 members might be the ideal
number but could be up to 7. There should be some women on the committee as well as people from
different life stages (e.g. single adults, empty nesters, etc.). Many different member names were
offered to contact about serving on this committee. Eric Halvorson will contact them.
• Synod Convention Delegates. These are to be voting lay members. Several names presented. Pastor
Moldstad will contact these people.
• The question came up about a church member that requested the permission to serve some alcohol at
their wedding reception to be held at Peace. Our guidelines state this will be determined on a case by
case basis. It is up to the Property Management Board to determine each case.
➢ Next council meeting – March 12th at 6:30pm.
➢ Motion made to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. MMSP.
Respectfully Submitted, Greg Miller
Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using
your credit card (Peace is charged a percentage of your donation) or debit card.
The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much needed
donation consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare
52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis.
It is now possible for you to set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, clicking
on the “Give now” box and putting in your information. You can choose how often you donate (weekly,
monthly, certain date(s), etc.).

Let’s start thinking about summer! Mark your calendars for this year’s VBS. June 10th
– 13th, from 9 AM to noon. VBS is for children ages four through going into sixth
grade. Please note, we are adding a fourth morning! Registration and volunteer
opportunities will come in the near future.

Serving the month of March:
Altar/Communion preparation
Karen Wold
th
Marc/Kris Flygare & Kaylee Johnson
10
th
Dani/Abby Merritt & Mike Madson
24
Communion Assistants
8:30am
10:45am
Adie Harstad
6th 6:30 pm
Rob Pipal
Greg Miller
Doyle Holbird
10th
Bob Paulsen
Greg Vandermause
Jason
Westman
August Jeske
24th
Paul Wold
Rob Pipal
Ushers
8:30am
10:45am
Tim
Paulsen
Jordan
Smith
3rd Ben Petzel
Jon Stadler
Matt Riehl
Ash
Wednesday
Josh Ringen
6th 6:30 pm
Pete Schuch
Tom Schulz
John Tetzloff
Al Clennon
Keith Wiederhoeft Lucas Fricke
th
10
Phil Wels
Tom Nielsen
Jason Westman
Mark Zenk
Lenten
Service
Paul Bunkowske
13th 6:30 PM
Eric Woller
Isaiah Allen
Terry Field
17th Josh Allen
Adie Harstad
Lenten Service
Brandon Evers
20th 6:30 PM
Derek Harstad
Jeff Huber
Rick Brennhofer
Joel
Kom
Chris Harstad
24th Matt Lukasek
Devin Krienke
Marc Flygare
Ron Lorensberg
Lenten Service
Dave Kammerer
27th 6:30 PM
Nate Kammerer
Mike Madson
Richie Kammer
31st Corey Olsen
Derick Lyngholm
Counters
st
1 Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen
2nd Sunday: Jon Stadler & Phil Novak
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch
4th Sunday: Phil Novak & Matt Riehl
5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold
6th

Happy
Birthday!
Lillian Olsen
3/05
9 years old
Etta Holz
3/07
2 years old
Zak Hermanson
3/09
9 years old
Logan Paulsen
3/10
11 years old
Sophia Schmeling
3/10
10 years old
Caleb DeWitt
3/12
15 years old
Natalie Michaletz
3/14
2 years old
Michael Wolff
3/21
7 years old
Dean Smith
3/24
2 years old
Ella Evers
3/27
6 years old
Elizabeth Halvorson
3/27
11 years old
Nathaniel Lukasek
3/29
12 years old
Sophia Klockziem
3/31
4 years old
Also – Thomas Stark, Greg Miller, Nick Peters,
Tina Kotulski, Tim Hartwig, Josh Ringen,
John Spivey, Ben Lundsten, Nathan Risto,
George Otto, Jen Wosmek, Aleta Lin,
Rachel Moldstad, Lucas Fricke,
Andrew Kassuelke, Steve Matthes,
Tom Nielsen, Meghan Bach, Matt Bindert,
Thalia Londgren, Jerad Bach, Polly Browne,
Brandon Evers, Ron Lorensberg, Jennifer Gates,
Terri Michaletz, Emily Kjeer, Denice Woller,
Brittany Otto.
May the Lord bless you,
today and always.

Anniversaries:

Tony & Becky Krogman
Dean & Katie Botten
Dane & Carissa Christenson
Jesse & Liz Hinkel
Bob & Marilyn Paulsen
Tim & Gloria Loe

3/12/16
3/15/86
3/17/18
3/17/06
3/21/64
3/22/69

3 years
33 years
1 year
13 years
55 years
50 years

Congratulations! May the Lord continue to bless you,
and may your Christian marriage serve as an
inspiration to others.

Family Night – Pizza & Pictionary – Our next Family Night will be on Friday, March 8th,
at 6pm. The theme will be Pizza and Pictionary. We invite you to bring a pizza (homemade
or store bought) to share. We will be playing a large group version of Pictionary with
multiple teams competing against each other. All are welcome to attend.

‘SNOWNOMI’ was the term the radio used for our fierce weather of late, but mostly we say, “we just live
in Minnesota and it is winter”! Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers are grateful for the days we are able
to have class. We are especially happy that our families have stayed safe.
The children in our M/W/F sessions are busy learning the lines and songs to the play, The Mysterious
Star. We have adapted our play for our preschoolers from the book by Joanna Marxhausen.
Incidentally, Joanna lives in Courtland, MN. Our play’s performance will be on Friday, March 29th. We
will have a 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. performance. If you could loan us any of these items, it would help us
greatly. We need a bench that fits 2-3 children, a small wagon, 2 small teddy bears, a child’s thermos,
six plaid or plain shirts (size small), a skateboard and three newspaper bags for paperboys. You could
bring them to the preschool room or leave them in the office. Thanks for your help, and all will be
returned!! (We are also looking for Christmas evergreen garlands that we could cut up for our scenery.)
Right before our play, we will be hosting our annual OPEN HOUSE on Tuesday, March 12, 6-8 p.m. If
you would like to volunteer to help that evening or if you would like to bring bars and cookies, please
call or text me at
507-594-8929 or email at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Thankfully, our wintry weather did not keep us from celebrating Valentine’s Day in our classrooms!
We had some wonderfully excited children for this event and we thank all of our parents for bringing
cards for each child and treats as well! It was a pink, red, white, chocolaty, sweet, lovely couple of days.

The children are especially enjoying all of our Bible stories about Jesus’ miracles. They are learning
that these miracles prove He is God and He has the power to forgive our sins! Thank-you parents for
reading the Bible stories to your children. We love their comments about God’s Word.
If anyone has extra mittens or hats and would like to give these to our preschool, they would be so very
welcome. As the weather warms up, we will be spending more time outside!!

Volunteer Needs at Peace
Co-Leader for Group #3 — The chief responsibilities include contacting members of group #5 to serve
and/or bring food when their group is up to serve, as well as, ensure that things follow smoothly during the
event. You do not need to be a current member of Group #5 to lead this group.
Adult Leader for Lutheran Pioneers — The primary responsibilities include planning monthly Pioneer
events as well as co-leading them.
Volunteer Needed for Transportation — We are in need of a volunteer to help regularly drive some of our
Sudanese members to church on Sunday.
Counter Needed – We need someone to help count the offering after 2nd service on the 2nd Sunday of each
month. Please contact Phil Novak at Philip.novak@mnsu.edu.
Please contact Pastor Moldstad if you are willing to help with any of the above: pastormoldstad@gmail.com

Lenten Meals –Ash Wednesday is March 6 and during Lent Peace Lutheran Church members
will be hosting a meal every Wednesday from 5:15 – 6:15 before the 6:30 p.m. worship
service. Please come for the food, fellowship and enjoying time with your friends along with
no worries about trying to feed your family at home and make it to church on time. The schedule of when your
group is serving is listed below--please note, they are not in numerical order so check the schedule carefully.
March 6 – Group 5 – Group Leaders Greg and Missy Vandermause
March 13 – Group 4 – Group Leader Crystal Foslien
March 20 – Group 3 – Group Leader Ben and Alison Petzel
March 27 – Group 1 – Group Leaders Keith and Joni Wiederhoeft and Becca Zenk
April 3 – Group 2 – Group Leader Sergio Salgado
April 10 – Group 6 – Group Leaders Paul & Terri Fries and Jon & Michele Moldstad

Group Co-Leaders needed:
Group 3 is in need of co-leaders to work with Ben and Alison Petzel as soon as possible. (you don’t
have to be in Group 3 to volunteer for this, you can be moved from your group to group 3)
If you are a good communicator and/or delegator you would make an awesome Group Leader. If you
have wondered about being a Group Leader but don’t know what it involves, being a Co-leader is a
great way to find out. The leaders are responsible for organizing the meals by reminding the group
members when it is their turn to serve. The leaders are responsible for reminding their group what month they
are scheduled for serving Sunday refreshments, but the leaders are not responsible for making coffee or serving
every Sunday. The church members of each group are reminded to volunteer their service, whether it be making
food, serving, helping to set-up tables and chairs or putting their hands in the dishwater. Please watch your
emails for notifications from your group leader of opportunities to serve the church.

Serving Refreshments on Sunday Mornings:
March – Group 2
April – Group 5
May – Group 3
June – Group 1
Upcoming ADULT Conferences (see more information on the bulletin boards)
Christ Lead - Christian Leadership Conference, March 15th & 16th in LaCrosse, WI
Men of God - Men’s Conference, March 23rd in New Ulm, MN
WELS Nurses Conference, April 26th-27th in Madison, WI
WELS Ed Tech Lead Summit, June 25th to 27th in Wisconsin Dells, WI

Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards)
WELS/ELS Youth Lock-In (4th – 8th grade) sponsored by the Beacon, March 29th – 30th
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 7th to 12th
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) at BLC, July 25th - 28th. Register at www.els.org/lya19.
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA)
“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children”
Moms On a Mission Spring Schedule: The Peace/Mt. Olive Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) bible
study will resume in February and will meet through the month of April. Morning and evening
groups will be studying different curriculums this session. Please see the table below for specifics. New and
returning mothers, please register by emailing the appropriate contact so we can have materials prepared for
you! New mothers welcome to join any study at any time.
When:
Where:
Study:

Morning M.O.M.s Study:
Thursdays, 8:30-10am (can drop
children off in childcare at 8:15),
beginning Feb. 7
Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato
Morning study will resume its study of
the book, Boundaries, by Cloud and
Townsend. Pastor Hartwig will join at
the end of the study each week to
provide biblical principles, answer
questions, and give encouragement.

Evening M.O.M.s Study:
Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm, beginning Feb. 5

Library at Mt. Olive Church and School
Evening study is going to start a new
bible study on the book of 1 Peter. Bring
your bible. Other materials will be
provided. Enjoy weekly support and
fellowship with other moms while
seeing what promises God has for
mothers in this book.
Childcare: Provided, please register children by Not provided.
sending names/ages to Kristen Lukasek
prior to the start of the study.
Contact:
Kristen Lukasek- 507-382-7963 or Shaylene
Scheele-309-830-2538
mattlukasek@yahoo.com
scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com

The following was taken from
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’:

KEEPING THE WOLVES AT BAY
“An upright shepherd and minister must improve his flock
by edification, and also resist and defend it otherwise, if
resisting be absent, the wolf devours the sheep.”
†

†

†

Are you unable to care for your feet? Your church home is
offering a service to help you care for your feet and toenails. By
appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary equipment, will
soak and wash your feet, trim toenails, and finish with a lotion foot
massage. If the nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she
may suggest an appointment with your health care provider. This
service is free; however, donations will be accepted to go
to a church cause. For more information, or to set up an
appointment, please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061.

To watch our service live, go to:
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will
start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM regular service).
For recorded services, go to:
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish
to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30
service.

