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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, look with favor on Your humble servants and stretch out the right
hand of Your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
8:15 – OPENING HYMN #65:1, 3, 5 “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY”
10:45 – MT. OLIVE SCHOOL “JESUS LOVES ME”
Verse 1
Refrain
Verse 2
Refrain
Verse 3

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me! See His grace! On the cross He took my place.
There He suffered and He died, That I might be glorified.
Jesus loves me! God’s own Son Over sin the vict’ry won.
When I die, saved by His grace, I shall see Him face to face.

Refrain

THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
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holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net. To You,
O Lord, I lift up my soul, O my God, I trust in You. Turn Yourself to me and have
mercy on me, For I am desolate and afflicted.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)

THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT - The light of the world brings sight to the blind and judgment to
the blinded. Faith means seeing Jesus as Savior. We were born in the blindness of sin,
and without the light of Christ we could not find a way to safety. Christ comes to shine
his light into our darkened eyes that we might see him and live. Yet for those who
refuse to see their Savior in Christ, the blindness of unbelief remains. He gives gracious
sight to the blind who trust in him; he gives blinding judgment on those who reject
him; finally, he displays the work of God in the lives of those who now walk in the light
of Christ.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 42:14-21
14I

have been silent for a long time.
I have kept still. I have restrained myself.
But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.
I will gasp and pant.
15I will dry up mountains and hills.
I will make all their grass wither.
I will turn rivers into islands.
I will dry up pools.
16I will lead the blind on a way they do not know.
Along paths they do not know I will direct them.
Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light
and rough places into level ground.
These are the things I will accomplish for them.
I will not abandon them.
17They will be turned back and completely disgraced—
those who trust in an idol,
those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.”
18You deaf ones, listen!
You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see!
19Who is as blind as my servant?
Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent?
Who is as blind as my associate,
as blind as the servant of the LORD?
20You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.
Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.
21Because of his own righteousness,
The LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. (John 12:23 cf. EHV)

THE SEQUENCE

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 5:8-14
8For

you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light, 9for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth.
10Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11and do not participate in fruitless deeds
of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention the things
that are done by people in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, for it is light that makes things visible. 14Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper,
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
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Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #198:1-4 “CHRIST OUR TRUE AND ONLY LIGHT”
THE SERMON – JOHN 9:1-39

JESUS HAS SIGHT FOR THE BLIND

1As

Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s
works might be revealed in connection with him. 4I must do the works of him who
sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in
the world, I am the Light of the World.”
6After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.
8His neighbors and those who had seen him before this as a beggar asked, “Isn’t
this the one who used to sit and beg?”
9Some said, “He is the one.” Others said, “No, but he looks like him.” He kept
saying, “I am the one!”
10So they asked him, “How were your eyes opened?”
11He answered, “The man who is called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12“Where is he?” they asked.
“I don’t know,” he said.
13They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees
also asked him how he received his sight.
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“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.”
16Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does
not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such
miraculous signs?”
There was division among them, 17so they said to the blind man again, “What do
you say about him, because he opened your eyes?”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and received his sight,
until they summoned the parents of the man who had received his sight. 19They
asked them, “Is this your son, the one you say was born blind? How is it, then, that
he can see now?”
20“We know that this is our son,” his parents answered, “and that he was born
blind. 21But we do not know how he can see now, or who opened his eyes. Ask him.
He is old enough. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said these things because
they were afraid of the Jews. For the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23That is
why his parents said, “He is old enough. Ask him.”
24So for a second time they summoned the man who had been blind. They told
him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.”
25He answered, “I do not know if he is a sinner. One thing I do know: I was blind,
and now I see.”
26Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
27He answered, “I already told you, and you did not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? You don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?”
28They ridiculed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses. But this man—we do not know
where he comes from.”
30“That’s amazing!” the man answered. “You do not know where he comes from,
yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners. But he does
listen to anyone who worships God and does his will. 32From the beginning of time,
no one has ever heard of anyone opening the eyes of someone born blind. 33If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to
teach us?” And they threw him out.
35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do
you believe in the Son of God?”
36“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?”
37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking
with you.”
38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him.
39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do
not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”
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THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And he who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your seed for sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be made rich in every way so that you may be generous in every way, which
produces thanksgiving to God through us.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11

WE

WILL NOT BE PASSING THE OFFERING PLATES TODAY. YOU MAY LEAVE YOUR
OFFERING IN THE PLATE AT THE DOORS AS YOU EXIT THE SANCTUARY.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart,
that by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.
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CLOSING HYMN “CHRIST BE MY LEADER”

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. Tune: Irish folk tune.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Mt. Olive Students; Accompanist: Anita Krienke;
Ushers: 1st – Bob Paulsen, Rob Paulsen; 2nd – Dan Holz, Ron Lorensberg;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule, March 15 – 22:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study
7:00 PM
MOMs at Mt. Olive School Library (No childcare)
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism Class
5:00 PM
Lenten Supper
6:00 PM
Divine Service
7:00 PM
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Thursday:
8:30 AM
MOMs at Peace (with Childcare)
6:00 PM
Board of Education Meeting
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
9:00 PM
Beacon Lock-In
Saturday:
Canvassing CANCELLED
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
March
Group 3 – Refreshments
March 27th
Adult Group – Curling
March 31st
Preschool Open House
April 3rd
Preschool Play
Bible Story Time is at 9:25am in the small preschool classroom. This is for
children ages 2½ and up. We especially encourage the little ones to attend
who are not yet old enough to go to regular Sunday School.
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The Sunday School children will be singing this Wednesday, March 18th,
at the 6:00PM Lenten service.
The Peace Adult Choir welcomes all singers to join us for either
Holy Week, Easter Sunday, or both. Rehearsals for this music will be
March 11-April 1 at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. For more information,
please email Rachel Moldstad at rmoldstad@gmail.com.
Learn to Curl – Adult Group Event Friday, March 27th from 6-9pm,
Cost: $10, at the Mankato Curling Club (600 Hope Street, Mankato).
Begin with an introductory lesson and a friendly competition will
follow. At 8pm we will break for food and fellowship. Please sign up
on the bulletin board by Sunday, March 22nd.
Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards)
WELS/ELS Youth Lock-In (4th – 8th grade) sponsored by the Beacon, March 20th – 21st
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) Utah, July 23rd - 26th. Register at www.els.org/lya20.
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA)
2020 Youth Lock-In! – Calling all 4th – 8th graders: Join us, the
students from The Beacon Lutheran Campus Ministry, for our 2020
Youth Lock-In. The fun begins Friday, March 20, at 9:00 PM at the Lake
Crystal Rec. Center and concludes Saturday, March 21, 7:30 AM at the Beacon. There
will be swimming, basketball, pizza, late night worship, and much more! You can
register online at mankatocampusministry.org. Looking forward to seeing you there!
MOMs Spring Semester – Moms On a Mission bible study group exists to
create a support group of Christian moms that meet together to grow in
their relationships with the Lord, discuss parenting from a biblical
perspective, and provide opportunity for fellowship with others in the same
stage of life. All moms welcome at any time! If you have any questions or would like
more information, contact: Morning leader: Kristen Lukasek - 507-382-7963 or
mattlukasek@yahoo.com. Evening leader: Shaylene Scheele - 309-830-2538 or
scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com.
Let’s start thinking about summer! Mark your calendars for this year’s
VBS. June 15th – 18th, from 9 AM to noon. VBS is for children ages four
through going into sixth grade. Registration and volunteer opportunities
will come in the near future.
The New 2 You Family Thrift Store annual meeting will be held Monday,
April 20th, 5 pm at Peace. Any interested members of the New 2 You
association of churches are invited and will be welcomed. The New 2 You
association churches are: Mt. Olive, Peace, St. Pauls, St. Marks, and Trinity, Nicollet.
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Volunteer Opportunity: Builders For Christ Make a difference today and
volunteer to build churches in AZ, TX, or NC. Sign up for any length of time and
help these congregations reach even more people in their community. No
experience? No problem! Training is provided on site. Volunteers are especially
needed March-April. Learn more: www.kingdomworkers.com/volunteer or call
Kingdom Workers @ 414-771-6848.
Thrivent Choice Dollars® Allocation – Peace Lutheran
Church is a participating organization of the Thrivent Choice
program. Eligible members have until March 31st to direct their Choice Dollars for
2019. Act soon, before Choice Dollars expire!. Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice or
contact your Thrivent Financial Representative or you can contact: Brian Jones and Kayla
Siewert at 507-934-5304.

Last week at Peace:

Sunday
Wednesday

Join
Us
For
Supper!

309
164

Midweek Lenten services

Lenten suppers will be
served from 5:00-5:45PM
every Wednesday during
the Lenten season. We
have awesome cooks in
our congregation – come
and enjoy the food and
fellowship!

are held Wednesdays at 6:00pm.
The theme is

The Son of God Goes Forth to War —
March 18
March 25
April 1

The Warrior Faces Satan’s
Ally – The World
Hidden Warrior
The Warrior Rejected by
Many Followers

Jesus Loves Me Learning Center Position Opening
We are looking for staff at JLMLC in North Mankato and would love to work to train you
to work with us. Right now we are looking for a person to fill a full-time position and
welcome your inquiry. Will you please email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or
call 507 508 2041 with any questions?
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks Roger and Tammi Emmons for picking up our
new digital piano from Appleton, WI. We also thank Laura and Eric Harstad for finding
us such a good deal and an excellent piano! We hope everyone will be able to enjoy it!
Our Open House is right around the corner and we need your help on Tuesday, March
31st, 6-8 p.m. We are sending a huge mailing out to our community, so we are hoping
for many visitors. Be sure to also get your registration payment to Karen, to save your
child’s spot for next year. For more information, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Capital Campaign – The Building on the Rock capital campaign is off to a great start
following the kickoff on March 1! With your support and prayers, together we can
enhance the academic and activity experiences for MVL students. The Mission
Advancement team is available to discuss any questions you have: contact
missionadvancement@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8659. May God bless our work together!
Save the Date: Jeans & Dreams - Join us at Turner Hall in New Ulm on Saturday, March
28th, for the MVL Booster Club Auction! Come in your favorite denim for a delicious
dinner, spectacular socializing with the MVL family, and an amazing array of items and
experiences. Visit mvl.org/auction or MVL Facebook page for all the details!
Bus Drivers Needed for MVL Routes – Palmer Bus Service provides safe and reliable
transportation for students. We're looking for MVL route drivers and substitute drivers
for these great kids. Paid training! Full-time and part-time positions available.
Interested individuals should contact Site Manager Casey Stearns at 507-995-5387.
Bethany Lutheran College
Job Opportunity – Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for full-time
custodian work in the men's residence hall. This position is responsible to the Director
of Facilities for maintaining a clean, safe, and comfortable environment for student
learning, relaxation, and recreation.
Salary range is $13.00-$14.00/hr with
comprehensive benefits package. Please visit the "Bethany Jobs" page on the Bethany
Lutheran College website for more information or to apply.
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