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WELCOME TO OUR EASTER CELEBRATION!  
We are so pleased that you have come to worship with us on this very special day. 
Easter is the sacred celebration of Christ's resurrection from the dead.  It is the oldest 
and holiest Christian festival, the climax and center of the liturgical year, and the holy 
day to which all other holy days point.  Christians commemorate Easter with 
tremendous joy and thanksgiving. 

EASTER FESTIVAL SERVICE 

EASTER GREETING 
P: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed. 1 

OPENING HYMN #352   “JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY” 

 
 

 

 
1 This is known as the paschal greeting.  For centuries, Christians have used this greeting during the 50 
days of Easter. When the Pastor says, in the service or sermon, “Christ is risen”, the congregation 
responds, “He is risen indeed!”   Please follow this tradition during the service this morning. 
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P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of all, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done  and the good I have 
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE #359   “THIS IS THE FEAST” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son you conquered death and 

opened the gate to eternal life. Strengthen us by our Savior's victory to put away sin 
and lead a holy life. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE LESSON – ISAIAH 25:6-9  
6On this mountain 
The LORD of Armies will prepare for all peoples 
     a banquet of rich food, 
     a banquet of aged wines, 
     with the best cuts of meat, 
     and with the finest wines. 
7On this mountain 
he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, 
the burial cloth stretched over all nations. 
8He has swallowed up death forever! 
The LORD God will wipe away the tears from every face. 
He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth. 
For the LORD has spoken. 
9On that day it will be said, 
“Look, here is our God! 
We waited for him, and he saved us! 
This is the LORD! 
We waited for him. 
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” 

PSALM 118:14-24 
P: The Lord is my strength and my song; 

C: he has become my salvation. 

P: Glad songs of salvation 

C: are in the tents of the righteous: 

P: “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 

C: the right hand of the Lord exalts, the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 

P: I shall not die, but I shall live, 

C: and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

P: The Lord has disciplined me severely, 

C: but he has not given me over to death. 

P: Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

C: that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 

P: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
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C: I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

P: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  

C: This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

P: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

THE GLORIA PATRI 
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THE EPISTLE – 1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-26   
19If our hope in Christ applies only to this life, we are the most pitiful people of all. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21For since death came by a man, the resurrection of the dead also is 
going to come by a man. 22For as in Adam they all die, so also in Christ they all will be 
made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ as the firstfruits and then Christ’s 
people, at his coming. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to 
God the Father, after he has done away with every other ruler and every other 
authority and power. 25For he must reign “until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet.” 26Death is the last enemy to be done away with. 

ADULT CHOIR   “HALLELUJAH CHORUS” 
Hallelujah! 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! 
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ! 
And he shall reign for ever and ever! 
King of kings and Lord of lords! 
And He shall reign forever and ever! 
Hallelujah! 

Rev. 19:6, 11:15, 19:16 
G. F. Handel 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MARK 16:1-8   
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices so they could go and anoint Jesus. 2Very early on the first day 
of the week, at sunrise, they went to the tomb. 3They were saying to each other, 
“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance to the tomb for us?” 4When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.  

5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting 
on the right side, and they were alarmed. 6He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You 
are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”  

8They went out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling and perplexed. They 
said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ,  

His only Son, our Lord;  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell; 
The third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the Communion of Saints, 
the Forgiveness of sins,  
the Resurrection of the body, 
and the  Life everlasting. Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN #353   “JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON” 
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EXORDIUM2,3 

EXORDIUM HYMN #348   “HE IS ARISEN! GLORIOUS WORD!” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
2 The Exordium is an “introduction” for the festival day.  This is a tradition of Norwegian Lutherans 
that dates to the 16th century.  After the Exordium, the congregation stands to sing the festival hymn. 
3 The Paschal Candle is a special candle used at every service during the Easter season. The Paschal 
Candle symbolizes the resurrection victory over the darkness of sin and death. It emphasizes the 
presence of the resurrected Christ. The name Paschal comes from the Greek, pascha. Before the time 
of Christ, this word was used for Passover; after Christ, Christians took to using the word when 
referring to the Festival of the Resurrection. Throughout the fifty days of Easter, the Paschal Candle 
traditionally stands near or in front of the altar as a symbol of resurrection. It is lighted for each service 
and is traditionally extinguished after the reading of the Gospel on Ascension. The Paschal Candle is of 
substantial size so its important symbolism speaks clearly. 
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SERMON: MATTHEW 28:1-10  CHRIST IS RISEN! JUST AS HE SAID 
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2Suddenly, there was a great earthquake! For 
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and going to the tomb, he rolled away 
the stone and was sitting on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
was as white as snow. 4The guards were so terrified of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here. He has risen, just as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 
has risen from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of you to Galilee. There you will 
see him.’ See, I have told you!” 

8They hurried away from the tomb, with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 

They approached, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 
10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell my brothers that they should 

go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
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ADULT CHOIR   “I WILL RISE” RECORDED 2016 

CLOSING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. 

C:  Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son You conquered death and 
opened the gates to eternal life.  Strengthen us by our Savior’s victory to put away 
sin and lead a holy life.  We ask this in the name of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed. 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN #351:1-5, 8   “I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES” 
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EASTER GREETING VIDEOS 
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THE OFFERING 
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 
offering which supports our ministry. 

“God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in all things, at all times, having 
all that you need, you will overflow in every good work.” 

(II Corinthians 9:8) 
 

Please continue to give your offering: 
by either mailing your offering to the church,  

or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).   

Thank you. 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who served in our service today: 
Recorded service 2018: 

Adult Choir; Accompanists: Amanda Madson, Brittany Moldstad; 
Organist: Katie Hartwig 

To God be the Glory! 
 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 
 
 

Hymn Copyright information: 

OPENING HYMN #352   “JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY” 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE #359   “THIS IS THE FEAST” 

 

SERMON HYMN #353   “JESUS LIVES! THE VICTORY’S WON” 

 

EXORDIUM HYMN #348   “HE IS ARISEN! GLORIOUS WORD!” 
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Announcements          
This week’s schedule, April 12-19: 
Sunday: 8:00 & 9:30 AM Easter Festival Divine Service - Online 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM Solid Grounds Bible Study - Online 
Wednesday: 4:00 PM Catechism class - Online 
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM Divine Service - Online 
 9:45 AM Adult Bible Class - Online 

Important upcoming events: 
May 1st  6:00 PM Confirmation Examination - Online 
Week of May 3rd   Individual Family Confirmation Services 
 
 
 

Easter Greeting Video – Thanks to all who participated and sent in videos.  We 
will be posting the video to our website following the services today. 

Paschal Candle - The new paschal candle, which will stand next to the pulpit 
throughout the Easter season, was donated by Thomas & Cindy Chopp in our sure 
hope of the resurrection and in loving memory of their grandparents:  Anton & 
Margareta Chopp, Merlin & Ruth Cooper, Dr. Joseph & Elizabeth Smith, John & 
Vesta Thomas. 

Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Since we were unable to join 
together for Holy Communion at our regular Sunday services, the pastors are 
inviting you and your family to sign up for a time to come to church and to receive 
Holy Communion on April 16th, 17th, or 18th.  We are able to have two families 

meet with the pastors at the same time in different parts of the building for a brief 
communion service.  Times are available throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute 
intervals to give enough time for sanitization and set up between families.  Please go to 
tinyurl.com/PeaceHC to sign up.   

Continued Pastoral Care – While we certainly want to follow the guidance of our 
government and shelter at home these next few weeks, both pastors will continue to be 
available to offer spiritual encouragement and care.  We are available to meet with you 
over the phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.   

Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com 
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com 

Need help? – During this time many are homebound and might have difficulty getting 
the food and supplies they need.  If you are in need of assistance in getting items from 
the store, please contact the church office: karen@peacemankato.com or 507-385-1386, 
and we will work to find a way to assist you. 

http://tinyurl.com/peacehc
mailto:pastorhartwig@gmail.com
mailto:pastormoldstad@gmail.com
mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
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Confirmation Examination at Peace – Ben Halvorson, Abigail Hartwig, Ian 
Kohls, Christian Moldstad, Ian Risto, Owen Risto, and Chloe Theiste will be 
examined on Friday, May 1st, at 6:00pm, and individually confirmed during 

the week of Sunday, May 3rd.  We are planning to have an Affirmation of Confirmation 
Celebration sometime during later summer. 

Softball season is almost here!  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board by 
the office.  Any questions, please contact Chris Harstad at harstadck@gmail.com, 
cell: 507-351-9988.  Please contact the church office before coming to sign-up. 

The Annual meeting of New 2 You Family Thrift Store that was 
scheduled for April 20th, is cancelled.  An alternative meeting date has not yet 
been determined.  New 2 You is temporarily closed for shopping and for 

donations, and it will reopen as soon as possible.  New 2 You looks forward to receiving 
all of your donations when we reopen, so clean out those closets during all this extra time 
at home! 

Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards) 
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th  
   (Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead) 

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming.  The 
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM).  For recorded services, go 
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch. 

 
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have received 2 learning packets to continue learning 
with their parents during this Corona Virus time.  We continue to hope to return to school 
in May, but will follow Governor Walz’ guidelines before we make our plans.  Our main 
concern is that all of our families stay safe and well.  Tammi Emmons and I wish you all a 
very blessed and Happy Easter.  We miss you all!  Our good news at this very difficult time 
is that, Jesus our Savior, has risen from the dead!  Our sins are forgiven and He is with us 
through all of our difficulties. 
     For more information about our Christ-centered preschool, please call Joslyn at 385-
7752 or my cell at 507-594-8929. 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 

Tiaras & Ties: A Father–Daughter Dance at Home! – Looking for something fun to 
do on Saturday, April 18th?  Join in to our "virtual" Tiaras & Ties father-daughter dance 
from your home from 3-4pm!  We've created a music playlist, activities, and online 
environment so that you can still make some wonderful memories at home.  Check out 
the MVL Facebook event (facebook.com/mvlhs) and feel free to contact Kristin Matzke at  
kmatzke@mvlhs.org with any questions. 

mailto:harstadck@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/mvlhs
mailto:kmatzke@mvlhs.org
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Flowers from: In memory of:  
 
Marc & Kris Flygare  
(Hyacinth, Asiatic Lily)  

Nick & Emily Peters Family Jim Holte 
(Oriental Stargazer Lily)  

Keith & Joni Wiederhoeft James Baarts, Timothy Harley,  
(Oriental Stargazer Lily) Harold & Vangie Wiederhoeft 

Flowers from: In honor of: 

Ron & Jeanne Lorensberg Our parents 
(Cyclamen) 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor Hartwig: 507-382-6826 

Email: pastorhartwig@gmail.com 
Pastor Moldstad: 507-382-0045 
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com 
Church Office: 507-385-1386 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL 

Teacher/Director: Joslyn Moldstad 

Phone: 507-385-7752 

Email: joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 
Church website: Peacemankato.com 
Email: karen@peacemankato.com 

 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to 
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

PARENT’S ROOM 
A room is available if your little one needs a moment.  It is the first room on the right 
as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room to 
enable you to hear and see the service.  Changing tables are in both restrooms. 

FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.  To use, 
please switch your hearing aid to “T.” 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before 
the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ You conquered 
death and opened the gate to eternal life.  Grant that we, who have been raised with 
Him through baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of 
sharing His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit 
be dominion and praise now and forever.  Amen. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2090 COMMERCE DRIVE 

NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003 

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST” 


