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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Rite 1, p. 41 

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence 

to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 
Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

HYMN #354:1, 2, 10   “LIKE THE GOLDEN SUN ASCENDING” 
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10. For the joy Thy birth doth give me, For Thy holy, precious Word; 

 For Ty baptism which doth save me, For Thy blest Communion board; 

 For Thy death, the bitter scorn, For Thy resurrection morn, 

Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, And in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:  
  We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived 

and born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways 
offended You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could 
with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all eternity. 

  Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your 
holy justice and of everlasting death.  Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should 
hate in every way as long as we live. 

  O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly 
goodness.  According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your 
infinite mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your 
only-begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised 
again for our justification: 

  Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts 
to full assurance. 
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C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the 
forgiveness of all our sins.  We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 
offended against us.  We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness.  Help us, O 
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)  
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THE ABSOLUTION  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: 
  Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

  Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all 
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST) 
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
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THE SALUTATION 

 
THE COLLECT 
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – Hope Restored.  The certain hope of eternal life with 
God is founded on the sacrificial death and victorious resurrection of Christ.  God had 
promised this ancient hope in the Garden at the dawn of time.  God had carried this 
ancient hope in His Word through the ages.  How did the disciples fail to anticipate the 
resurrection?  How did the teachers and people of Israel fail to see the Messiah God 
had promised and delivered?  They let their wants and cultural expectations color 
their view of Scripture, and hope was lost.  But God restored this ancient hope by 
raising Jesus from the dead and pointing His people back to His promises. 

 

THE LESSON – ACTS 2:14A, 36-47 
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and 

clearly to them: 
36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made this 

Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
37Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and the other apostles, “Gentlemen, brothers, what should we do?” 
38Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
away, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 

40He testified solemnly with many other words and was appealing to them, 
saying, “Escape from this crooked generation.” 

41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand people were added. 

42They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of the bread, and to the prayers. 43Awe came over every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45They were selling their possessions 
and property and were distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed. 

46Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the temple area, 
as they continued to break bread in their homes. They shared their food with glad 
and sincere hearts, 47as they continued praising God and being viewed favorably by 
all the people. Day after day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved. 
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THE PSALM 

 
 

Refrain (1st time quartet, 2nd time congregation) 

verse 1 – duet Cry out in joy to the Lord, all peoples on earth, 
sing to the praise of his name, proclaim him forever, 
tremendous his deeds for us. 

Refrain - all 

verse 2 – duet Leading his people safe through fire and water, 
bringing their souls to life, come sing of his glory, 
his love is eternal. 

Refrain - all 

verse 3 – quartet Hearken to me as I sing my love of the Lord, 
He answers the prayer of my heart, he leads me in safety 
from death unto life. 

Refrain – all 

 

THE EPISTLE – 1 PETER 1:17-21 
17If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each 

person, conduct yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 
18because you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life handed 
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down to you from your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such as silver or 
gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot. 
20He was chosen before the foundation of the world but revealed in these last times 
for your sake. 21Through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

THE CREED 
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ,  
 His only Son, our Lord;  
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell; 
 The third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church,  
 the Communion of Saints, 
 the Forgiveness of sins,  
 the Resurrection of the body, 
 and the Life  everlasting.  
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HYMN #511:1-4, 8   “LORD JESUS CHRIST, WITH US ABIDE” 
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THE SERMON – LUKE 24:13-35  THE ROAD TO UNDERSTANDING 

13Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about all of 
these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing this, Jesus 
himself approached and began to walk along with them. 16But their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. 17He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk 
along?” Saddened, they stopped. 

18One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

19“What things?” he asked them. 
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 

prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and all the people. 20The chief priests 
and our rulers handed him over to be condemned to death. And they crucified him. 
21But we were hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only that, but besides 
all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22Also some women of 
our group amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning. 23When they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, 
who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb. 
They found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 

25He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter 
his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them 
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28As they approached the village where they were going, he acted as if he were 
going to travel farther. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is 
almost evening, and the day is almost over.” 

So he went in to stay with them. 30When he reclined at the table with them, he 
took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began giving it to them. 31Suddenly their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him. Then he vanished from their sight. 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
speaking to us along the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 
33They got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and 
those who were with them assembled together. 34They were saying, “The Lord really 
has been raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35They themselves described what had 
happened along the road, and how they recognized him when he broke the bread. 
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HYMN #349   “HOW RICH, AT EASTERTIDE” 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises 

by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to 
rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

P: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, 
and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of 
your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory: 

C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and 
glory and praise. 

P: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life 
to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our 
time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

P: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 
suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them 
with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 
hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit  be with you all. 
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THE COLLECT 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have 

given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your 
Christian Church. We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive 
Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it and ever increase in 
Christian faith, and hope, and love, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace. 
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THE CLOSING HYMN #579:1, 2, 5, 6   “ABIDE IN GRACE, LORD JESUS” 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 

would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  
Amen. 
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THE OFFERING 
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 
offering which supports our ministry. 

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 

 Philippians 4:19 
 

Please continue to give your offering: 
by either mailing your offering to the church,  

or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).   

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who served in our service today: 

Quartet: Anna Tecken, Alison Wierschke, Eric Woller, Mike Madson; 
Accompanist/Pianist: Laura Harstad; 

Video Production: Paul Fries, Phil Wels;  
Live Streaming: Matt Wiechmann; 

To God be the Glory! 
 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
www.wartburgproject.org 

 
 
 

Hymn Copyright information: 

HYMN #354:1, 2, 10   “LIKE THE GOLDEN SUN ASCENDING” 
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Announcements          
This week’s schedule, April 26 – May 3: 
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM Divine Service – Online 
 8:30 AM Divine Service – Drive-in 
 10:00 AM Adult Bible Class – Online 

Tuesday – Saturday:  Individual Family Communion offered 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM Solid Grounds Bible Study – Online 
Wednesday: 4:00 PM Catechism class – Online 
Friday: 6:00 PM Confirmation Examination – Online 
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM Divine Service – Online 
 8:30 AM Divine Service – Drive-in 
 10:00 AM Adult Bible Class – Online 

Important upcoming events: 
Week of May 3rd   Individual Family Confirmation Services 
 
 
 

Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Since we were unable to join 
together for Holy Communion at our regular Sunday services, the pastors are 
inviting you and your family to sign up for a time to come to church and to 
receive Holy Communion during a brief communion service April 28th – May 2nd.  

Times are available throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute intervals to give 
enough time for sanitization and set up between families.  Please go to 
tinyurl.com/PeaceHC to sign up.   

Confirmation Examination (done remotely) – Ben Halvorson, Abigail 
Hartwig, Ian Kohls, Christian Moldstad, Ian Risto, Owen Risto, and Chloe 
Theiste will be examined on Friday, May 1st, at 6:00pm, and individually 

confirmed during the week of Sunday, May 3rd.  Recordings will be available on-line 
following these events.  We are planning to have an Affirmation of Confirmation 
Celebration sometime during later summer. 

With the special 50% Matching from Thrivent for gifts to churches 
through their website during the end of March, Peace will be receiving $5,448 from 
Thrivent.  Thank you to the members who participated in this event! 

Music Coordinator Needed – We are in need of a Music Coordinator 
here at Peace.  This position entails working with the pastors to plan our 

worship services, scheduling musicians and special musical groups to participate in 
worship services, and ensuring that our music use is in compliance with copyright law.  
There is a small stipend for this position.  For a full description of the position, or if you 
are interested, please contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.   

http://tinyurl.com/peacehc
mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
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Continued Pastoral Care – While we certainly want to follow the guidance of our 
government and shelter at home these next few weeks, both pastors will continue to be 
available to offer spiritual encouragement and care.  We are available to meet with you 
over the phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.   

Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com 
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com 

Need help? – During this time many are homebound and might have difficulty getting 
the food and supplies they need.  If you are in need of assistance in getting items from 
the store, please contact the church office: karen@peacemankato.com or 507-385-
1386, and we will work to find a way to assist you. 

Upcoming YOUTH Activities (for registration forms to be emailed to you, please 
contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com) 

Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th  
The Synod is asking for campers to sign up now but NOT to pay the registration fee at 
this time.   (Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead) 

Paschal Candle - The new paschal candle, which will stand next to the pulpit 
throughout the Easter season, was donated by Thomas & Cindy Chopp in our sure 
hope of the resurrection and in loving memory of their grandparents:  Anton & 
Margareta Chopp, Merlin & Ruth Cooper, Dr. Joseph & Elizabeth Smith, John & 
Vesta Thomas. 

Softball season is almost here!  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board by 
the office.  Any questions, please contact Chris Harstad at 
harstadck@gmail.com, cell: 507-351-9988.  Please contact the church office 

(385-1386) before coming to sign-up. 

The Annual meeting of New 2 You Family Thrift Store that was 
scheduled for April 20th, is cancelled.  An alternative meeting date has not yet 
been determined.  New 2 You is temporarily closed for shopping and for 

donations, and it will reopen as soon as possible.  New 2 You looks forward to receiving 
all of your donations when we reopen, so clean out those closets during all this extra 
time at home! 

Lutheran Pioneer Camps are June 18-20 for Boys and Girls from K 
to 12th grade.  Information is on their Facebook page: Lutheran Girl 

Pioneers Dirstrict 19.  They are monitoring the developments for campgrounds and will 
make final decisions about whether to continue with camp for this year after May 6th. 

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming.  The 
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM).  For recorded services, go 
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch. 

mailto:pastorhartwig@gmail.com
mailto:pastormoldstad@gmail.com
mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
mailto:harstadck@gmail.com
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have received their 3rd packet this week from our 
preschool for more distance learning.  We thank Justin Deven’s family for all the stickers 
they have given us throughout the year, which I was able to include in their Easter cards 
for more surprise mail!  Many thanks to our parents for returning their reading sheets 
for their child and ‘homework’ that they have been doing during this distance learning 
time.  Be sure to return your registration for the fall by dropping off a check to Karen in 
the office or by mailing it.  We now have one spot left in our M/W/F a.m. class.  T/Th 
a.m. is full and M/W/F p.m. for all ages has spots available.  To enroll your child for 
September classes email Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor Hartwig: 507-382-6826 

Email: pastorhartwig@gmail.com 
Pastor Moldstad: 507-382-0045 
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com 
Church Office: 507-385-1386 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL 

Teacher/Director: Joslyn Moldstad 

Phone: 507-385-7752 

Email: joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 
Church website: Peacemankato.com 
Email: karen@peacemankato.com 

 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and 
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

PARENT’S ROOM 
A room is available if your little one needs a moment.  It is the first room on the 
right as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room 
to enable you to hear and see the service.  Changing tables are in both restrooms. 

FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.  To use, 
please switch your hearing aid to “T.” 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer 
before the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the humiliation of Your Son You lifted up this fallen world from the 
despair of death.  By His resurrection to life, grant Your faithful people gladness of 
heart and the hope of eternal joys; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2090 COMMERCE DRIVE 

NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003 

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST” 


