THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
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I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! Sing out the honor of His name, make His
praise glorious. Alleluia! Say to God, “How awesome are Your works! Through the
greatness of Your power Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.” All the
earth shall worship You and sing praises to You.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FOURTH SUNDAY

IN

LENT – Good Shepherd Sunday. The image of shepherd and

sheep are certainly familiar to modern Christians, but do those concepts resonate as
deeply for us as they did for the people of God 2000 years ago? “In such a landscape as
Judea, where a day’s pasture is thinly scattered over an unfenced tract of country,
covered with delusive paths, frequented by wild beasts, and rolling off into the desert,
the shepherd and his character are indispensable. On some high moor, across which at
night the hyenas howl, when you meet him, sleepless, far-sighted, weather-beaten,
armed, leaning on his staff, and looking out over his scattered sheep, every one of them
on his heart, you understand why the shepherd of Judea sprang to the front in his
people’s history; why they gave his name to their kings; why Christ took him as the
type of self-sacrifice.” (George Smith) On Good Shepherd Sunday we see how sharp the
contrast is between true shepherds and false shepherds. All is determined by their
relationship to Christ, the only gate for the sheep.

THE LESSON – ACTS 6:1-9; 7:2A, 51-60
In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint arose from
the Greek-speaking Jews against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows
were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.
2So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It is not
right for us to neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers,
carefully select from among you seven men with good reputations, who are full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will put them in charge of this service. 4But we will
devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word.”
5This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith
and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a
proselyte from Antioch.
6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands
on them.
7The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem
increased greatly. Also a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.
8Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and miraculous
signs among the people. 9Some men who were from what is called the Synagogue
of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up
and disputed with Stephen. …
7:2Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen! …
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51“You

stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always
resist the Holy Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. 52Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who prophesied the
coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and
murderers—53you who received the law as transmitted by angels, but did not keep
it.”
54When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed up into heaven and saw the glory
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56He said, “Look, I see heaven
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
57But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and rushed at
him with one purpose in mind. 58They threw him out of the city and stoned him.
The witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”
60Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” After he said this, he fell asleep.

THE EPISTLE – 1 PETER 2:19-25
19For

this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly
because he is conscious of God. 20For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating
for sinning and patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it,
this is favorable with God.
21Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example so that you would follow in his steps. 22He did not commit a sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth. 23When he was insulted, he did not insult in
return. When he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him
who judges justly. 24He himself carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we
would be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By his wounds you were healed.
25For you were like sheep going astray, but you are now returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good
shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)
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THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is written in the 10th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 1st verse.

THE GOSPEL – JOHN 10:1-10
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by
the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The doorkeeper opens the door for him,
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. 4When he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will never follow a stranger,
but will run away from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
6Jesus used this illustration in speaking to the people, but they did not understand
what he was telling them.
7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. 8All
who came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to
them. 9I am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in
and go out, and find pasture.
10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.
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P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.
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THE CHIEF HYMN #370 “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS”
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THE SERMON – PSALM 23

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

1The

LORD is my shepherd.
I lack nothing.
2He causes me to lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside quiet waters.
3He restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me.
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You set a table for me in the presence of my foes.
You drench my head with oil.
My cup is overflowing.
6Surely goodness and mercy will pursue me all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the LORD forever.

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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SOLO “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT”
THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank
You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by
Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy
Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to
trust for our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your
grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the
passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit,
that, in the power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and
never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We
ask it all in Christ’s name.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.
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CLOSING HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB”
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And he who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your seed for sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be made rich in every way so that you may be generous in every way, which
produces thanksgiving to God through us.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11
Please continue to give your offering:
by either mailing your offering to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).
Thank you.

Hymn Copyright information:
THE CHIEF HYMN #370 “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS”

CLOSING HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Solo/Guitar: Mike Madson; Pianist: Laura Harstad;
Video Production: Paul Fries, Phil Wels;
Live Streaming: Matt Wiechmann;
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, May 3 – May 10:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Class – Online
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study – Online
6:00 PM
Board of Education Meeting
6:00 PM
Stewardship Meeting
7:00 PM
Spiritual Leadership Meeting
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Class – Online
Important upcoming events:
May 10th
Mother’s Day

Confirmation Services – Ben Halvorson, Abigail Hartwig, Ian Kohls,
Christian Moldstad, Ian Risto, Owen Risto, and Chloe Theiste will be
confirmed during individual services today. Recordings will be available online following these events. We are planning to have an Affirmation of Confirmation
Celebration sometime during later summer.

Confirmands 2020
Benjamin James Halvorson
26In

Galatians 3:26-27 EHV
fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27Indeed, as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.
Baptized November 15, 2005 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsor: Heather Bakke
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Abigail Marie Hartwig
John 10:27-28 EHV
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.

27My

Baptized April 30, 2006 at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Lake Havasu City, AZ
Sponsors: Rev. Larry and Stephanie Wentzlaff

Ian Levi Kohls
Psalm 25:5 NIV’84
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.
Baptized July 16, 2006 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Rev. Ben and Emily Kratz, John and Rylee Kohls

Christian Erik Moldstad
Luke 7:50b EHV
“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
Baptized November 27, 2005 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Augusta, GA
Sponsors: Chad and Crista Jeske

Ian Bruce Risto
Romans 6:23 EHV
For the wages of sin is death, but the undeserved gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Baptized August 28, 2005 at St. Peter Lutheran Church, St. Peter, MN
Sponsors: Becky Belgard and Eric Risto
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Owen Richard Risto
Joshua 1:9 EHV
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified and do
not be overwhelmed, because the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
Baptized August 28, 2005 at St. Peter Lutheran Church, St. Peter, MN
Sponsors: Barb Balfe and Jeff Timm

Chloe Elise Theiste
Romans 1:16a EHV
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes.
Baptized September 17, 2006 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Big Rapids, MI
Sponsors: Ken Bogard and Emily Scoles

Music Coordinator Needed – We are in need of a Music Coordinator
here at Peace. This position entails working with the pastors to plan our
worship services, scheduling musicians and special musical groups to participate in
worship services, and ensuring that our music use is in compliance with copyright law.
There is a small stipend for this position. For a full description of the position, or if you
are interested, please contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
Continued Pastoral Care – While we certainly want to follow the guidance of our
government and shelter at home these next few weeks, both pastors will continue to be
available to offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you
over the phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Need help? – During this time many are homebound and might have difficulty getting
the food and supplies they need. If you are in need of assistance in getting items from
the store, please contact the church office: karen@peacemankato.com or 507-3851386, and we will work to find a way to assist you.
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Upcoming YOUTH Activities (for registration forms to be emailed to you, please
contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com)
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th
The Synod is asking for campers to sign up now but NOT to pay the registration fee at
this time. (Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead)
New 2 You is temporarily closed for shopping and for donations, and it
will reopen as soon as possible. New 2 You looks forward to receiving all of
your donations when we reopen, so clean out those closets during all this
extra time at home!
Lutheran Pioneer Camps are June 18-20 for Boys and Girls from K
to 12th grade. Information is on their Facebook page: Lutheran Girl
Pioneers District 19. They are monitoring the developments for campgrounds and will
make final decisions about whether to continue with camp for this year after May 6th.
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM). For recorded services, go
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have received their 3rd packet this week from our
preschool for more distance learning. We thank Justin Deven’s family for all the stickers
they have given us throughout the year, which I was able to include in their Easter cards
for more surprise mail! Many thanks to our parents for returning their reading sheets
for their child and ‘homework’ that they have been doing during this distance learning
time. Be sure to return your registration for the fall by dropping off a check to Karen in
the office or by mailing it. We now have one spot left in our M/W/F a.m. class. T/Th
a.m. is full and M/W/F p.m. for all ages has spots available. To enroll your child for
September classes email Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.
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“Frontline Warriors”:
We are hearing much about those who are serving our nation these days against the
enemy “invisible” in so many ways and we are rightly showing our appreciation. But at
the same time we do not want to forget those who have served us against the enemy
“visible” in the past or the present. As we are approaching some significant days on the
Calendar: Mother’s/Father’s Day and Memorial Day, this may be an opportune time to
express this appreciation to your beloved veterans personally. We may be required to
remain at a distance from these loved ones at this time, but, for example, by securing a
paver stone with their name and their service recounted at the ELS Military Monument,
this may be an endearingly significant gift for them. These loved ones may not be the
veteran so honored, but perhaps it was a cherished spouse, parent or grandparent, and
this can be secured in your loved ones’ name. Please check out how you can donate in
various ways to this project at https://els.org/monument/ Or call Pastor Larry Wentzlaff
at 320-905-1929. Remember, the veteran so honored does not need to have been, or
even now currently, a member of the ELS.

25

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life for the
sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of Your life-giving Word that we may abide in
Your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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