“Everyone who
confesses me before
others, I will also
confess before my
Father who is in
heaven.
Matthew 10:32
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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.
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HYMN #56 “YE LANDS TO THE LORD”
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so
that Your Church may worship You in peace and joy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – The Holy Ministry preaches Christ in spite of
persecution. Christ promises courage for His witnesses to testify even in the face of pain
or persecution. The Prayer of the Day is one of the most ancient in the Church’s use. It
seems to have been suggested by the disasters of the dying Western Empire. As Rome
crumbled, the Church prayed for God’s governance that she might worship in peace and
joy. Today Christ reminds us that even when that peace and joy are absent, He will give
us the courage to continue to testify in His name.

THE LESSON – GENESIS 22:8-21
8The

child grew and was weaned. Abraham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. 9Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, the son whom Hagar
had borne to Abraham, laughing at Isaac. 10Therefore, she said to Abraham, “Throw
out this slave girl and her son! For the son of this slave will not be heir with my son
Isaac.”
11Abraham was very distressed because of his son. 12God said to Abraham, “Do
not be so distressed because of the boy and because of your maid. Listen to
everything that Sarah says to you, because the family line of your descendants will be
traced through Isaac. 13I will also make the son of the maid into a nation because he
too is your offspring.”
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14Abraham

got up early in the morning. He took bread and a waterskin, which he
gave to Hagar, putting it over her shoulder. He sent her away with her child. She set
out and wandered in the wilderness near Beersheba. 15The water in the skin was used
up, and she dragged the child under one of the bushes. 16She went and sat down by
herself, across from him, at a distance, about a bow shot away, because she said, “Do
not let me see the death of the child.” She sat across from him and wept loudly.
17God heard the boy’s voice, and the Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven
and said to her, “What is wrong, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the boy’s
voice right where he is. 18Get up. Help the boy up, and take him by the hand, because
I will make him into a great nation.”
19God opened her eyes, and she saw a well with water in it. She went, filled the
skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy, and as he grew
up, he lived in the wilderness and became an archer. 21He lived in the wilderness of
Paran. His mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

THE EPISTLE – ACTS 23:1-11
1Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “Gentlemen, brothers, I have lived

my life before God with a completely clear conscience to this very day.”
2But the high priest Ananias ordered those who were standing near Paul to strike
him on the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! You sit there judging me according to the law, and then you order
them to strike me contrary to the law!”
4Those who were standing nearby said, “Do you dare to insult God’s high priest?”
5Paul replied, “I did not know, brothers, that he is the high priest. Indeed, it is
written, ‘You shall not speak evil about a ruler of your people.’”
6When Paul realized that some of them were Sadducees and the others were
Pharisees, he shouted out in the Sanhedrin, “Gentlemen, brothers, I am a Pharisee,
a son of Pharisees. I am on trial concerning the hope for the resurrection of the
dead!”
7When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees,
and the assembly was divided. 8(For the Sadducees say there is no resurrection or
angel or spirit, but the Pharisees believe in them all.) 9Then there was a great uproar,
and some of the experts in the law who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood
up and protested strongly: “We find nothing wrong with this man. What if a spirit or
an angel spoke to him?”
10The uproar became so great that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn
to pieces by them. He commanded the soldiers to go down, take him away from them
by force, and bring him into the barracks.
11The following night the Lord stood next to Paul and said, “Take courage! As you
have solemnly testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.

† † †
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HYMN #201 “SPREAD, O SPREAD, THOU MIGHTY WORD”
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THE SERMON – MATTHEW 10:24-33

CONFESS CHRIST

24“A

disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25It is
enough for the disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the
master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his
household!
26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not
be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27What I tell you in
the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim
from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30And even the hairs of
your head are all numbered. 31So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many
sparrows.
32“Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father
who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my
Father who is in heaven.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from
your gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our
nation and its people.
C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without
fear.
P:

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and
mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science.
C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you.
P:

Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our
leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who
serve in the armed forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our
communities.
C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good.
P:

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that
they may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and
accident, and spare our land from the ravages of disease and epidemic.
C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.
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P:

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love
each other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility,
and children to show respect.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests.
C: Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.
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HYMN #523 “IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY”
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the
Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s
name.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #602 “GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND”

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
Please continue to give your offering:
by either bringing it to church, mailing it to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%). Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: Lucas Fricke, Adie Harstad;
Organist: Laura Harstad; Artwork: Don Moldstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule, July 5 – 12:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service (no HC)
(masks strongly encouraged)
Tuesday:
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Wednesday:
6:30 PM
Indoor Wednesday Evening Divine Service with
Holy Communion (masks strongly encouraged)
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service (no HC)
(masks strongly encouraged)
Important upcoming events:
August 25th
Preschool Registration and Picnic – 6-8 PM
17

Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Those wishing to receive Holy
Communion during a brief, private communion service this week, on July 9th – 11th,
may sign up online at peacemankato.com/holycommunion. Times are available
throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute intervals to give enough time for
sanitization and set up between families.
Our Solid Grounds Bible Study will have a break in July.
Summer Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) Bible Study Opportunity
Continues! The M.O.M.s summer evening study will continue through the
summer months. They meet Tuesday evenings at 7pm in the library at Mt.
Olive. They will be studying the book of Galatians. Study materials will be provided, just
bring a Bible and writing utensil. If you would like more information, please contact Thalia
Londgren at thalia.pollard@blc.edu. All moms welcome at any time!
Now that the parks have opened up, the M.O.M.s study group will begin
its summer park playdates. All are welcome to join us Thursday mornings at
a park. Park playdates are come and go from 9-noon. You are welcome to
pack a lunch and picnic if you like. Thursday mornings in July we will be at
Sibley Park. Park playdates are a chance to get the kids out to play, and the parents to
connect with other Christian parents. If raining, the playdate is cancelled. We hope to
see you there! Questions? Email Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com.
Continued Pastoral Care – While we continue to follow the guidance of our
government to stay safe during this time, both pastors will continue to be available to
offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you over the
phone, the internet, in the office, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Please help support the Benevolence Fund at Peace. This fund is used to
provide assistance to those in need in our congregation and in our community.
At the current time, this Fund has a low balance. If you’d like to give, write
Benevolence Fund on the memo line of your check, or on an envelope.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool is hosting a Back-to-School Picnic on
Tuesday, August 25th, 6-8 p.m. This will be a great time for the families to see
our new classrooms, bring supplies and tuition, play with friends and enjoy a
picnic supper. If you would like to help or bring food for this event, please email Joslyn at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com We have space left in the M/W/F p.m. class for new
students. If you would like to switch your child from morning to afternoon, that would
also be possible.
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Help Needed with Employment – One of our Sudanese members, Chuol Buol, is
looking for steady employment. If you know of entry level positions available at your
work place or would like to help him find work in some other way, please contact Pastor
Moldstad, pastormoldstad@gmail.com, who can connect you with Chuol.
Peace General Fund Contribution Update

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically at 8:30 AM. For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.

New 2 You is now up and running. Hours are 9:30am to 1:30pm,
Tuesday through Saturday for now. Donations are taken at the front door
of the former Curves space (near New 2 You front door); however, it would
be wise to call first to see if FULL for the day. Again, thanks for your support
of New 2 You through your donations, volunteering and shopping!
The Annual Meeting of New 2 You Family Thrift Store has been rescheduled to July
27th, at 5:00 pm, at Peace Lutheran Church in North Mankato. Members of all association
churches are welcome to attend the meeting.
Position available at New 2 You Family Thrift Store in North Mankato for an
Assistant Manager, under the direction of the General Manager. This 25 hour a week
position is perfect for someone who enjoys the challenges and opportunities of working
with a small staff, and a large group of volunteers. Responsibilities include everything,
but not limited to, accepting and prioritizing donations, merchandising items on the sales
floor, pricing and sorting items, store maintenance, sales desk, and more. Profits from
the store support Christian education in our community including MVL and all the schools
and preschools of the 5-member association. We are searching for someone with a
servant heart to help us support Christian education. If you would like an application,
please contact Donna Prahl pdprahl@hickorytech.net or 507-382-1317. If you have any
questions about this position, please contact your church board member, Lori Pipal
loripipal@gmail.com or 507-382-2825.
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ELS Military Monument
In our world today our veterans are receiving the honor, help, and recognition they
deserve; much like our WWII veterans received when they returned home to the United
States. We in the ELS highly value those members and neighbors who have served and
are still serving us valiantly in their willingness to protect our lives and freedoms. As we
again celebrate the birth of our nation this Fourth of July, we are presented with the
opportunity to remember how our nation won its freedom and reflect on those who
fought to earn it. It is also an opportunity to show our appreciation by supporting the ELS
Military Monument to be constructed on our Bethany Lutheran College campus. As you
prepare to celebrate Independence Day 2020, we urge you to support this important
mission of our church body by donating to the ELS Military Monument project. For details
of this project and ways to donate please visit our ELS website (www.els.org, go to the
"About" heading and click on Military Monument). Thank you.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Open Positions at MVL – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School is looking to fill two
positions: 1. A part-time custodian(s) to work 25 hours per week. For more information
contact Ken Opitz at MVL at 507-354-6851 or kopitz@mvlhs.org. 2. A part-time food
service worker for approximately three hours each school day. Tasks include food
preparation and service, washing dishes and clean up. Individuals interested in this
position should contact Elizabeth Fluegge at MVL at 507-354-6851, 507-993-5195, or
foodservice@mvlhs.org.
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