FAITH DOES THE MIRACULOUS
MATTHEW 14:22-33

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
DIVINE SERVICE – 10:00 AM
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – AUGUST 23, 2020

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #227:1-2, 5-6 “SALVATION UNTO US IS COME”
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5.

Still all the law fulfilled must be, Else we were lost forever,
Then God His Son sent down that He Might us from doom deliver;
He all the law for us fulfilled And thus His Father’s anger stilled
Which over us impended.

6.

As Christ hath full atonement made And brought to us salvation,
So may each Christian now be glad And build on this foundation:
Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Thy death now is my life indeed,
For Thou hast paid my ransom.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray,
and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of
Your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
TWELFTH SUNDAY

AFTER

PENTECOST – The Christian answers doubt with faith.

Doubt is the unfortunate companion of faith. Wherever faith clings to the promises of
God, doubt is always right there lingering in the back of our mind, constantly asking the
serpent’s Garden question, “Did God really say?” How striking to think that we must
have faith in God before we can doubt Him! In today’s lessons we see believers who had
faith in God and His abilities to save them, but yet adversity fights against faith and
allows its unfortunate companion, doubt, to rear its ugly head. The true answer to doubt
is not found in the great miracle that removes adversity, but in the still small voice of
7

our Savior God whispering in His Word. Today we hear our Savior God ask us, “Why did
you doubt?”, and we see that the Christian answers doubt with faith.

THE LESSON – GENESIS 37:1-4, 12-28
1Jacob

lived in the land where his father had resided as an alien, that is, in the land
of Canaan.
2This is the account about the development of the family of Jacob:
When Joseph was seventeen years old, he was tending the flock with his brothers.
He was just a boy compared to the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah and Zilpah. Joseph
brought a bad report about them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than
all his other sons, because he was the son born in his old age, and he made him a
special robe. 4His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers,
so they hated him and could not speak to him in a friendly way. …
12His brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem. 13Israel said to
Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Go, I will send you to
them.”
Joseph said to him, “Yes, I will do it.”
14Israel said to him, “Please go and see whether everything is going well with your
brothers and with the flock. Then bring me word again.” So he sent him off from the
valley at Hebron, and he arrived at Shechem.
15A man met him as he was wandering in the countryside. The man asked him,
“What are you looking for?”
16He said, “I am looking for my brothers. Tell me, please, where they are pasturing
the flock.”
17The man said, “They have left here. I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’”
Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him in the
distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired against him to kill him.
19They said to each other, “Look, here comes this master of dreams. 20Come on, let’s
kill him and throw him into one of the cisterns, and we will say, ‘A wild animal has
devoured him.’ Then we will see what will become of his dreams.”
21Reuben heard this and rescued him out of their hands. He said, “Let’s not take
his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this cistern that is
in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him.” He said this so that he could rescue
him out of their hands and restore him to his father.
23And so when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the
special robe he was wearing. 24Then they took him and threw him into the cistern.
The cistern was empty; there was no water in it.
25They sat down to eat bread, and they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead with their camels loaded with spices, balm, and myrrh, which
they were going to deliver to Egypt. 26Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there
in killing our brother and concealing his blood? 27Come on, let’s sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay a hand on him, since he is our brother, our own flesh.” His
8

brothers listened to him. 28As the Midianites, who were merchants, were passing by,
the brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites
for twenty pieces of silver. They brought Joseph to Egypt.

THE EPISTLE – JAMES 1:2-8, 12
2Consider

it complete joy, my brothers, whenever you fall into various kinds of
trials,
you know that the testing of your faith produces patient endurance.
4And let patient endurance finish its work, so that you may be mature and complete,
not lacking anything.
5If any one of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives it to all without
reservation and without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But let him ask in
faith, without doubting, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown
and tossed by the wind. 7In fact, that person should not expect that he will receive
anything from the Lord. 8He is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. …
12Blessed is the man who endures a trial patiently, because when he has stood the
test, he will receive the crown of life, which God promised to those who love him.
3because

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN #226:1-3, 10 “BY GRACE I’M SAVED”
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10. By grace! Sin, death, and Satan hearken! I bear my flag of faith in hand
And pass– for doubts my joy can’t darken– The Red Sea to the Promised Land.
I cling to what my Savior taught And trust it, whether felt or not.

THE SERMON – MATTHEW 14:22-33

FAITH DOES THE MIRACULOUS

22Immediately

Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of
him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed the
crowd, he went up onto the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone. 24By then the boat was quite a distance from shore, being pounded
by the waves because the wind was against it. 25In the fourth watch of the night,
Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea. 26When the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified and cried out in fear, “It’s a ghost!” 27But Jesus spoke
to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I! Do not be afraid.”
28Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water.”
29Jesus said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward Jesus.
30But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!”
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31Immediately

Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind
stopped. 33Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the
Son of God!”

HYMN #179 “JESUS LOVES ME”
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CONFIRMATION
PREFACE
DEVOTION – ROMANS 10:9

CONFESS THE FAITH WHICH SAVES YOU

Certainly, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

READING OF PASSAGES
PRAYER
P: Gracious Father, you have adopted these brothers and sisters in Baptism and
anointed them with your Holy Spirit. Renew and strengthen them by that same Spirit
so that they may continue to grow in faith and boldly confess you before others. Lord,
in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Move them to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully receive your Sacrament
that they may again and again be assured of your gracious love and forgiveness. Lord,
in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Give them the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on the new self, created
to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Clothe them with the kindness, humility, and patience of Christ and so that they may
live at peace with all the members of Christ’s body. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Protect them from the powers of evil, and give them the weapons to fight against the
devil. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
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P: Keep them faithful and holy so that they may inherit eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have
given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your
Christian Church. We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive
Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it and ever increase in Christian
faith, and hope, and love, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God,
now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #178 “I PRAY THEE, DEAR LORD JESUS”
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
Please continue to give your offering:
by either bringing it to church, mailing it to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%). Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: Joel Kom, Sergio Salgado;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Hymn copyright information:
HYMN #226:1-3, 10 “BY GRACE I’M SAVED”
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, August 23 – 30:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service (no HC)
Recognition of Confirmation
(masks strongly encouraged)
Tuesday:
6:00 PM
Preschool Registration and Picnic
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Wednesday:
6:30 PM
Indoor Wednesday Evening Divine Service with
Holy Communion (masks required)
Thursday:
12-5 PM
Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday:
5:30 PM
Adult Fellowship Night – Cornhole Tournament
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service
Installation of Council and Board Members
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service
Installation of Council and Board Members
(masks strongly encouraged)
Important upcoming events:
September 8th & 9th
Preschool Classes begin
September 8th
9 AM Tuesday Bible Study resumes

Recognition of Confirmation – Last Spring we had seven students
who were confirmed in private ceremonies due to COVID-19. Now
that some of the restrictions on gatherings have been relaxed, we would like to recognize
their confirmations in a public way. Today, Sunday, August 23rd, we are inviting our
confirmands to participate in a recognition of confirmation ceremony at our 10am
outdoor service. We invite our members to attend and support our confirmands to
congratulate them on this accomplishment and to encourage them in their faith life.
Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Those wishing to receive Holy
Communion during a brief, private communion service this week, on August 25th –
28th, may sign up online at peacemankato.com/holycommunion. Times are
available throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute intervals to give enough time
for sanitization and set up between families.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes all of our preschool families as
we host our Back-To-School Picnic, Tuesday, August 25th, 6-8 p.m. This is a
wonderful opportunity for our new preschoolers to become acquainted with
our facility. We thank all of our parents for bringing your little ones to feel more
comfortable with their surroundings this evening. We also thank our volunteers for
helping to welcome families, collect supplies, show classrooms and lockers, serve food
and set up our tables. We also thank Thrivent Financial for their support. For more
information or to register your child, please email Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Red Cross Blood Drive at Peace on August 27th, 12PM – 5PM.
Free COVID-19 antibody testing will be done. The results of your
antibody test will be available about 7-10 days after your donation by
logging in to your Blood Donor account. Please call 1-800-733-2767, or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: PEACENOKNATO to schedule an appointment. Come to
give during August and you’ll automatically be entered to a chance to win a trip for four
to Cedar Point or Knott’s Berry Farm! Includes travel, hotel, park admission and more!
Terms and conditions apply, visit rcblood.org/CedarFair for details.
Adult Fellowship Night Cornhole Tournament. Join us on Friday, August
28th, from 5:30-8pm for our 3rd Annual Cornhole Tournament at Peace!
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all of our activities will be outdoors.
(Bathrooms will still be available.) We are inviting you to bring your own
picnic dinner to enjoy on the lawn, drinks and individual wrapped ice cream treats will be
provided. Sign up at peacemankato.com/cornhole if you have your team, otherwise we’ll
pair up the night of the event. We are also looking for a number of people to lend us their
cornhole boards and bags. If you are willing, please let Pastor or Joni Moldstad knowpastormoldstad@gmail.com. They can be dropped off in the church office before August
27th. Please label your bags!
WELS & ELS Singles Facebook Group – If you're single (unmarried, divorced,
widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other
singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our Facebook group! Our
group consists of over 260 members with ages ranging from 18-65+. We're an
active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes,
personal victories, and tacos. Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a
weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd love to have you join us.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles
Continued Pastoral Care – While we continue to follow the guidance of our
government to stay safe during this time, both pastors will continue to be available to
offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you over the
phone, the internet, in the office, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
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New 2 You is up and running. Hours are 9:30am to 1:30pm, Tuesday
through Saturday for now. Donations are taken at the front door of the
former Curves space (near New 2 You front door); however, it would be wise
to call first to see if FULL for the day. Again, thanks for your support of New
2 You through your donations, volunteering and shopping!
New2You Family Thrift Store in Upper North Mankato has an opening for
Store Manager at 32 hours per week. We are looking for someone that has
worked in retail/customer service and has leadership skills. Profits from
New2You sales help support Christian Education in our community for all
the schools and preschools of the five member association churches and MVL. If you
would like an application, please contact Donna Prahl at 507-382-317 or at
pdprahl@hickorytech.net. End date is Tuesday, September 15th. If you have any
questions about this position, please contact Steve Persons at 507-340-6710 or
persons@1791.com
Job Posting - Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom
assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience and
a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please pick up an
application from the St. Paul’s church office or the Jesus Loves Me office. You may also
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.
Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information
at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
Open Positions at MVL – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School is looking to fill two
positions: 1. A part-time custodian(s) to work 25 hours per week. For more information
contact Ken Opitz at MVL at 507-354-6851 or kopitz@mvlhs.org. 2. A part-time food
service worker for approximately three hours each school day. Individuals interested in
this position should contact Elizabeth Fluegge at MVL at 507-354-6851, 507-993-5195, or
foodservice@mvlhs.org.
Opening Service – You’re invited to attend the Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
opening service on Sunday, August 30, at 1:30 PM

20

Confirmands 2020
Benjamin James Halvorson
26In

Galatians 3:26-27 EHV
fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27Indeed, as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.
Baptized November 15, 2005 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsor: Heather Bakke

Abigail Marie Hartwig
John 10:27-28 EHV
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.

27My

Baptized April 30, 2006 at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Lake Havasu City, AZ
Sponsors: Rev. Larry and Stephanie Wentzlaff

Ian Levi Kohls
Psalm 25:5 NIV’84
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.
Baptized July 16, 2006 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Rev. Ben and Emily Kratz, John and Rylee Kohls

Christian Erik Moldstad
Luke 7:50b EHV
“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
Baptized November 27, 2005 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Augusta, GA
Sponsors: Chad and Crista Jeske
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Confirmands 2020
Ian Bruce Risto
Romans 6:23 EHV
For the wages of sin is death, but the undeserved gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Baptized August 28, 2005 at St. Peter Lutheran Church, St. Peter, MN
Sponsors: Becky Belgard and Eric Risto

Owen Richard Risto
Joshua 1:9 EHV
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified and do
not be overwhelmed, because the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
Baptized August 28, 2005 at St. Peter Lutheran Church, St. Peter, MN
Sponsors: Barb Balfe and Jeff Timm

Chloe Elise Theiste
Romans 1:16a EHV
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes.
Baptized September 17, 2006 at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Big Rapids, MI
Sponsors: Ken Bogard and Emily Scoles
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