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CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor Hartwig: 507-382-6826 

Email: pastorhartwig@gmail.com 
Pastor Moldstad: 507-382-0045 
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com 
Church Office: 507-385-1386 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL 

Teacher/Director: Joslyn Moldstad 

Phone: 507-385-7752 

Email: joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 
Church website: Peacemankato.com 
Email: karen@peacemankato.com 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and 
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

PARENT’S ROOM 
A room is available if your little one needs a moment.  It is the first room on the 
right as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room 
to enable you to hear and see the service.  Changing tables are in both restrooms. 

FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.  To use, 
please switch your hearing aid to “T.” 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer 
before the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 
we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of 
Your righteous judgment.  Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at 
last holy and blameless before You; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2090 COMMERCE DRIVE 

NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003 

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST” 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
Rite 1, p. 41 

 

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence 

to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. 
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN #534:1-4   “THE WORLD IS VERY EVIL” 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.  
 Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, 
word and deed.  Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)  
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THE ABSOLUTION  
P: Lift up your hearts unto God! 
 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given His only 

Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His 
Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us 
all.  Amen. 
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST) 
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
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THE SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 

THE COLLECT 
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 
 

C: 
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

LAST JUDGMENT – Lord, keep us mindful of the Judgment!  He will come to judge the 
living and the dead.  We confess it every Sunday, but often live like those are empty 
words.  Moses’ psalm on the mortality of man shakes us from our spiritual slumber.  
Number your days aright and gain a heart of wisdom!  Today the Church prays that 
God keep us ever mindful of the Last Judgment that we might be found in faith, fruitful 
in both word and deed.  Then there’s no need to fear Judgment Day; rather, we can 
look forward to the day of our redemption. 

THE LESSON – DANIEL 7:9-10 
9I continued to watch until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days was 

seated. His clothing was white as snow, and the hair on his head was like pure wool. 
His throne was flames of fire. Its wheels were blazing fire. 10A river of fire flowed out 
from his presence. Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and books were opened. 

THE EPISTLE – 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 
1Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write to you, 2for 

you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. 3When people are saying, “Peace and security,” destruction will suddenly 
come on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not 
escape. 4But you, brothers, are not in the dark so that this day takes you by surprise 
like a thief, 5for you are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to 
the night or the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep like everyone else, but rather let 
us remain alert and sober. 

7To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as 
a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9You see, God did not appoint 
us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10He died for 
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 
11Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up, just as you are also 
doing. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 25:31-46 
P: The Holy Gospel for the Last Judgment Sunday is written in the 25th chapter of the 

Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 31st verse. 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 

on his glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
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33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34Then the King will say 
to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave 
me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me. 36I was lacking clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and 
you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ 

37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or lacking clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?’ 

40“The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did it for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’ 

41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry 
and you did not give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything 
to drink. 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and you did 
not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not take care of me.’ 

44“Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or lacking clothes or sick or in prison and did not serve you?’ 

45“At that time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did not do it for 
one of the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 46And they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

 

 

THE CREED 
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
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  Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  Very God of Very God, 
  Begotten, not made, 
  Being of one substance with the Father, 
  By Whom all things were made; 
  Who for us men and for our salvation 
   came down from heaven 
   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
   and was made man; 
   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
  He suffered and was buried; 
   and the third day He rose again 
    according to the Scriptures; 
   and ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
  And He shall come again with glory 
   to judge both the living and the dead; 
  Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
  Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
  Who spoke by the Prophets. 
  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 
  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  And I look for the Resurrection of the dead 
  and the Life  of the world to come.  
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HYMN #537:1-3, 6   “DAY OF WRATH” 

THE SERMON – MATTHEW 25:31-46     WHERE DO I STAND IN THE JUDGMENT 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord; O Lord, hear our voices. 

C: Let Your ears be attentive to our cries for mercy. 

P: Heavenly Father, we confess with sorrow that we have sinned and deserve only 
Your anger and punishment. 

C: If You kept a record of our sins, we would surely be lost. 

P: We confess with joy that Your unfailing love has redeemed us. 

C: Our hope is in You and in Your full redemption. 

P: Around us we see the birth pangs of the last days: war, famine, earthquakes, false 
prophets, spiritual apathy. 

C: Use these signs to remind us that we do not know the day or hour when Christ 
will come again. 

P: Keep us faithful to Your Word; send Your Spirit to strengthen our faith so that we 
are always prepared for Your Son’s return as judge. 

C: Make us faithful in sharing Your Word, and cause many more to put their hope in 
You before the end comes. 

P: Build our fellowship of love as brothers and sisters in faith. 

C: Help us support one another when trials and troubles come our way. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Heavenly Father, we eagerly wait for Jesus to come again and make all things new.  
May He find us, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, faithfully 
enduring to the end, through the power of Your Holy Spirit. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus.  May Your grace be with us.  Amen. 

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit  be with you all. 
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion.  We ask that only members of 
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today.  Visitors, please speak to the 
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future. 

THE PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
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THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS 
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, Who with Your only 
begotten Son and the Holy Spirit are one God, one Lord.  In the confession of the 
only true God we worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of 
majesty co-equal.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead 
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, 
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In 
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them 
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is 
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process.  The words of 

consecration will be spoken with the elements still covered. 

2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side 
second. 

3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in the center aisle, please follow 
social distancing. 

4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their 
hands at the mobile dispenser in the aisle 
before receiving the elements. 

5. Communicants will receive the elements in a 
continuous fashion.  The pastors will not 
speak during the distribution. 

6. Communicants will return to their seats by 
means of the outer aisles. 

7. After all the communicants have received the 
elements, the pastor will say the dismissal 
blessing. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #534:7-14   “JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN” 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have 

refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace. 

 

ENSEMBLE   “IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL” 
Verses 1-2 will be sung by the ensemble.  We ask the congregation to join for verses 3-5.  
 

1. When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
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2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control,  
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
3. My sin - oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! –  

My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh, my soul! 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
4. But, Lord, ‘tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait, 

The sky, not the grave, is our goal; 
Oh, trumpet of the angel! Oh, voice of the Lord! 
Blessed home, blessed rest of my soul! 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

5. And Lord haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Words: Horatio Spafford, 1872; Tune: Ville du Havre,P. Bliss, 1876.  Public domain. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 

would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  
Amen. 
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THE OFFERING 
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 
this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 
offering which supports our ministry. 

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in 
my house. Just test me in this, says the Lord of Armies. See whether I do 

not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you, 
until there is more than enough.”  

(Malachi 3:10) 

Please continue to give your offering: 
by either bringing it to church, mailing it to the church,  

or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who served in our service today: 
Ensemble: Adie Harstad, Eric Harstad, Mike Madson; 

Ushers: 8:45 – Nick Peters, Ben Petzel;  11:00 – Jeff Huber, Sergio Salgado; 
Organist: Crystal Foslien.  

To God be the Glory! 
 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
www.wartburgproject.org 

 
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

and are used by permission. 
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Announcements          
This week’s schedule, November 8 – 15: 
Sunday: 7:30 AM Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 
  (masks required) 
 8:45 AM Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 
  (masks required, with exemptions) 
 10:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
 11:00 AM Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 
  (masks required, with exemptions) 
Monday: 5:00 PM Stewardship Meeting 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online 
 6:30 PM Council Meeting 
 7:00 PM M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care 
Wednesday: 4:00 PM Confirmation Class 
Thursday: 8:30 AM M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Peace – w/ child care 
 1:00 PM M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care 
Friday: 6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
Saturday: 6:00 PM Divine Service, no congregational singing  
  (masks required) 
Sunday: 7:30 AM Divine Service  
  (masks required) 
 8:45 AM Divine Service  
  (masks required, with exemptions) 
 10:00 AM Sunday School & Kingdom Workers Presentation  
 11:00 AM Divine Service  
  (masks required, with exemptions) 
 6:30 PM Junior Youth – Escape Room 

Important upcoming events: 
November 20th  Peace Adult Night – 6:30 PM 
November 25th Thanksgiving Eve Services – 5:00 & 6:30 PM 
 

Children’s Bible Story Time will begin today, immediately after the 8:45 
service.  There will be one story and a closing prayer.  Parents may bring the 
children to the 4-6th grade classroom.  Any child old enough to walk may 

attend.  We especially encourage the little ones who are not yet able to go to regular 
Sunday School. 

Junior Youth - Escape Room – Our 7th & 8th grade youth are invited to an 
Escape Room event at Peace on Sunday, November 15th, at 6:30pm.  We will 
have a mini-Bible Study before the game and snacks will be provided.  If you 
are planning to attend please sign up at peacemankato.com/escaperoom. 

http://peacemankato.com/escaperoom
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Join us for a Peace Adult Night at the Wiechmann’s house on Friday, 
November 20th, at 6:30pm!  Food, games, fun, and a movie on a big screen 
(movie TBD)!  Please RSVP online at peacemankato.com/movienight.  The 

address and more details will be sent a few days before the event takes place.  We look 
forward to this night of fun and fellowship! 

Poinsettia orders for flowers to beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas 
season are being taken now through November 15th.  Please place your 
order form with money in the offering plate or stop in the office M-F, 7:30-
3:30 to leave your order with Karen. 

Group Coordinator Needed – This position helps support the Group 
Leaders and is the group liaison with the office making sure information gets 

to group leaders.  We thank Joni Wiederhoeft for all she did as the Group Coordinator!   

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks all our volunteers who helped with 
our Preschool Fall Harvest Festival.  We thank Pastor Moldstad, Karen Wold, 
Dani Merritt, Hilary Lien, Michele Wiederich, Elisa Londgren, Cari Kelly and 

special thanks to Emily Wolff for her help with face-painting.  Many thanks to parents 
for bringing your families, and for all the wonderful food.  We thank God for so many 
blessings, and especially people with whom we share our days and our faith in Jesus.  If 
you desire Christian preschool for your young one, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. 

NO M.O.M.s Holiday Pie Bake Sale This Year.  Due to Covid, the Moms 
On a Mission (M.O.M.s) Bible Study group will NOT be having their annual 
Holiday Pie Sale right before Thanksgiving.   

“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children” 

Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) is in session!  Choose one of three 
opportunities to gather with other moms to discuss different women from 

Scripture and how their stories and God’s truths relate to us.  Study materials are 
provided.  All groups are studying Women of the Bible.   

Tuesday evening study is in the home of Rachel Ulrich, 1122 Anderson Dr., from 7-
8:30pm, masks are optional.  No childcare.  Ends 11/17. 

Thursday morning study is at Peace, from 8:30-10am.  Childcare provided.  Ends 11/19. 

Thursday afternoon study is at Mt. Olive, from 1-2:30pm.  No childcare.  Ends 11/19. 

Questions?  Contact Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com.  M.O.M.s is for any 
mother, any age.  New moms welcome at any time.  

Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for 
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, 
patience and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible.  Please 
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application. 

http://peacemankato.com/movienight
mailto:mattlukasek@yahoo.com
mailto:directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com
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New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during 
November and December only.  New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.  
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register. 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift 
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift 

Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time 
you can help us.  As a bonus, we are also celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Month in 
November.  The day our volunteers work they can purchase all items at half price for the 
month of November.  New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian 
Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North 
Mankato and Nicollet.  Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2 
You. 

Job Posting – New 2 You is seeking a part-time person to work at the thrift store.  We 
need someone who can work up to 15 hours a week.  You would be helping with 
donations, sorting, pricing, and other duties to maintain the store.  This is a great job for 
retired people or someone looking for a fun, Christian environment to work in.  Please 
contact Christine at 507-385-1455 or send an email to New2YouFamilyThrift@gmail.com 
if interested.  

Visit us on Facebook @New2YouFamilyThrift 

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School 
Spirit of MVL Virtual Gala & Auction – The Spirit of MVL Recognition Reception and 
Gala are combining and going virtual with the fitting theme Together in Spirit.  Please 
join us online on Saturday, November 21, 7-8pm!  We'll be honoring the 2020 Spirit of 
MVL award recipients, John Apitz, Lynn & Dan Hacker, and Fred & Joy Struck; auctioning 
awesome items; and raising funds for our livestream technology project and the 
Partnership Fund.  Virtual door prizes and the Appeal to the Heart open Thursday, 
November 19.  Register today at spiritofmvl.givesmart.com!  Contact Kristin Matzke for 
questions: kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8662. 

MVL Wreath Sales – The annual Christmas wreath and greenery sales are going digital 
this year.  Visit mvlwreaths.givesmart.com to place your order, or call the MVL office at 
507-354-6851.  Orders must be placed by Sunday, November 15th, in order to pick-up at 
your church before Thanksgiving.  Not only will you get to enjoy the scents of Christmas, 
but you'll also be helping fund the purchase of new hymnals for students to use in 
chapel! 

MVLHS Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS 
male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.  Interested individuals should 
contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or 
tplath@mvlhs.org. 

mailto:New2YouFamilyThrift@gmail.com
http://spiritofmvl.givesmart.com/
mailto:kmatzke@mvlhs.org
http://mvlwreaths.givesmart.com/
mailto:tplath@mvlhs.org
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No End in Sight  

When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come (Mark 13:7). 

They thought it would be the war to end all wars.  They told the Soldiers in August of 
1914 that they would be home before the leaves fell.  Neither turned out to be true.  By 
the time that war ended, 20 million were killed and 21 million were wounded.  Then, the 
children of those Soldiers marched off to the next war— with even more casualties.  

Another war followed.  Then another one.  And the end of wars has not yet come.  
There is no end in sight.  That can be a frightening thought.  But it should come as no 
surprise.  It merely affirms what Jesus said thousands of years and uncounted wars ago.  
War will end when time ends.  

We may find ourselves asking, “Why?”  Is this God’s way of punishing us?  Should we 
not work to end wars?  Should we not pray for that?  We regularly do pray, “Where 
there are wars, let there be peace.”  Is Jesus telling us there will never be peace?  Is our 
prayer useless?  Never!  Jesus is the Prince of Peace!  So, why does he tell us that such 
things as wars must happen?  Because it is true.  So that we do not despair.  He still 
rules.  The Bible points to the cause of wars.  It asks, “What causes fights and quarrels 
among you?”  Then it answers, “Don’t they come from your desires that battle within 
you?”  (James 4:1)  

Wars fought on blood-soaked battlefields are extensions of the wars fought inside of us.  
There is such a thing as evil in this world.  Evil always threatens peace, always seeks to 
harm, always seeks to kill.  Evil must always be resisted, or it will overwhelm and rule.  
We need to expect wars to take place until the end of time because evil will be with us 
until then.  The thought can be depressing—and scary.  Until we remember that the 
Lord of the Nations is in control.  

Yet that does not mean that we cannot have times of peace.  Our nation has had long 
years of peace between wars.  That has been a special blessing from the Lord of Nations.  
We must thank him for that and implore him to grant that blessing in days to come.  
Wars will continue.  But peace is something we can have now.  Peace inside of us.  
Peace of mind.  Peace with God.  Our veterans need to know that.  They need to have 
that peace.  We pray that they might have it.  We strive to share that peace with them.  
It is the very best way to thank a Vet.  

“And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). 
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Lutheran Military Support Group AMMO Can Campaign – As 
Veterans Day approaches, Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) is 
seeking donations in support of our military men, women and their 
families.  LMSG, a partnership of ELS and WELS veterans, is working to 
grow awareness of and bring Christian support to military members 
and their families in our congregations and beyond.  By placing your 

gift in the AMMO can located in the narthex, you are supporting the work of local 
congregations that are ministering to nearby military families, the WELS chaplain 
program, the MCP (Military Contact Pastor program training and more.  Questions?  
Visit www.lutheranmilitary.org.  THANK YOU for standing shoulder to shoulder with 
those serving our nation!! 

 

 

ELS Military Monument Project – As you probably have heard, the 
goal of this project is to construct a beautiful tribute to our veterans on 
Bethany Lutheran College campus.  The monument will serve to honor 
any and all veterans and ensure that this and future generations will be 
aware of the cost of the freedoms they enjoy as citizens of our great 
nation through this God-pleasing vocation of warrior.  The ELS Military 
Monument Committee has established a Veteran’s Day 2020 through 

Memorial Day 2021 Matching Funds Challenge.  We invite all donors to double the 
impact of their offering from Nov. 11, 2020 – May 31, 2021.  We already have 
commitments of a $32,600 match and expect in the weeks to come that we will be 
increasing this amount and will announce periodically when the match amount is 
increased.  These donors are challenging us in the ELS and beyond to give to this 
worthwhile project.  Please consider a generous (tax deductible) contribution to be 
matched dollar for dollar during this designated time period.  (While not part of this 
match offer, we continue to encourage contributions honoring individual veterans with 
engraved pavers, benches and branch pillars to be part of the site.  Ordering information 
is available on our website: www.els.org/monument) 

Donor Recognition: Donors that donate amounts of $1000.00 and more, other than Bench and 
Pillar purchases, will have the opportunity to have their name engraved on the 3-foot by 12-foot 
monument base.  These donors will be recognized in three categories: 

Those donating $1000 to $4999 will have their name inscribed in the Bronze Donor Level list. 

Those donating $5000 to $9999 will have their name inscribed in the Silver Donor Level list. 

Those donating $10,000 and above will have their name inscribed in the Gold Donor Level list. 

 

http://www.lutheranmilitary.org/
http://www.els.org/monument


 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


