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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING HYMN #89 “JESUS CAME, THE HEAVENS ADORING”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, I trust in You. Let me not be ashamed;
let not my enemies triumph over me. Indeed, let no one who waits on You be
ashamed. Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths.
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THE GLORIA PATRI

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT – “Keep Watch!” is the instruction of Jesus to his disciples
in our Gospel lesson for today. It is important to do so because we don’t know the day
or the hour when he shall return to judge the living and the dead. Many in the days of
Noah were caught off guard by the flood, they were unprepared for God’s judgment.
God encourages us not to be lulled asleep by the things of this world, but rather to keep
watch for his second coming. Do so knowing that through his word and sacraments,
“He will also keep you strong until the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 1:8)

THE LESSON – GENESIS 6:1-3, 5-14, 17-22
1This

is what happened when mankind began to multiply on the face of the
earth.
When daughters were born to people, 2the sons of God saw that the daughters
of men were beautiful, and they took as wives for themselves any of them they
chose. 3The LORD said, “My Spirit will not struggle with man forever, because he is
only flesh. His days will be 120 years.” …
5The LORD saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the earth, and that
all the thoughts and plans they formed in their hearts were only evil every day. 6The
LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with
sorrow. 7The LORD said, “I will wipe out mankind, whom I have created, from the
face of the earth, along with the animals, the creeping things, and the birds of the
sky, because I regret that I have made them.” 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of
the LORD.
9This is the account about the development of Noah’s family.
Noah was a righteous man, a man of integrity in that generation. Noah walked
with God. 10Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 11In
the sight of God the earth was morally corrupt, and the earth was filled with
violence. 12God looked at the earth and saw that it was corrupt, for all flesh was
corrupt in all their ways on the earth.
13So God said to Noah, “I have decreed the end of all flesh, because the earth is
filled with violence because of them. Now I am going to destroy them along with
the earth.
14“Make an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark. Seal it inside and
outside with pitch. …
17“I myself am about to bring a flood of waters on the earth, in order to destroy
all flesh under the sky that has the breath of life. Everything that is on the earth will
die, 18but I will establish my covenant with you. You shall come into the ark—you,
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your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19You shall bring a pair (male
and female) of every kind of living flesh into the ark with you to keep them alive.
20Include the birds according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds,
every creeping thing on the ground according to their kinds. Two of every sort shall
come to you, so you can keep them alive. 21Take with you every type of food that is
eaten, and store it for yourself, so it can be used as food for you and for them.”
22So that is what Noah did. He did everything that God commanded him, just as
he had been told.

THE PSALM HYMN #92 “LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES”
THE EPISTLE – 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9
3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you in
Christ Jesus. 5You were enriched in him in every way, in all your speaking and all
your knowledge, 6because the testimony about Christ was established in you. 7As a
result you do not lack any gift as you eagerly wait for the revelation of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 8He will also keep you strong until the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, who called you into
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. The one who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20)

THE ALLELUIA
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the First Sunday in Advent is written in the 13th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Mark, beginning at the 32nd verse.

THE GOSPEL – MARK 13:32-37
32“No

one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 33Watch! Be alert and pray, because you do not know
when the time will come. 34It is like a man going away on a journey. When he left
his home, he put his servants in charge and assigned what each one was to do. He
also commanded the doorkeeper to keep watch. 35Therefore keep watch, because
you do not know when the owner of the house is coming: whether in the evening,
or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or early in the morning. 36If he comes
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone:
Keep watch!”
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

† † †
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #253:1-2, 5-6 “RISE, MY SOUL, TO WATCH AND PRAY”
THE SERMON – MARK 13:32-37

KEEP WATCH!
I. STAY AWAKE
II. STAY ACTIVE

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And he who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your seed for sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be made rich in every way so that you may be generous in every way, which
produces thanksgiving to God through us.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise
to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your
prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of
their Savior.
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is near.”
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and
strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the
despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines
and the frenzy of commercialism.
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
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C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the
wisdom which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be
bound, but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name
abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.
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CLOSING HYMN #138 “JOY TO THE WORLD”
The closing hymn today is “Joy to the World.” We traditionally think of this as a Christmas hymn.
But have you ever looked closely at the words? This hymn doesn’t mention Jesus’ birth, Bethlehem,
a manger, Mary, Joseph, shepherds or angels. It is based on Psalm 98, which doesn’t talk about
Christmas or even the Messiah coming to live and die for our sins. Underneath the title of “Joy to
the World,” its author, Isaac Watts, wrote the inscription: “The Messiah’s Second Coming and
Kingdom.” While the words of this hymn certainly can be applied to Christ’s first coming at
Christmas, they more clearly speak of his second coming in glory on the last day. What an
appropriate hymn for us to sing today as we look forward with joy and great anticipation to Christ’
second coming, knowing that he comes to bring us to be with him forever in heaven.

Ushers:

1st

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
– Dave Kammerer, Zach Kammerer; 2nd – Lucas Fricke, John Gunderson;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, November 29 – December 6:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
Wednesday:
5:00 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
6:30 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
Saturday:
6:00 PM
Divine Service
no congregational singing, (masks required)
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
December 9th, 16th
Mid-week Advent Services at 5:00 & 6:30 PM
December 24th
Christmas Eve Services, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 PM
th
December 25
Christmas Day Services, 8:45 & 10:00 AM

Children's Ornament Contest – Our church is inviting children to
participate in decorating a homemade ornament tree this Christmas
season! We ask that each ornament is originally crafted by your child.
Ornaments can be brought to church between November 28 th and December 13th. Next
to the tree will be a tag to fill out and attach to your ornament before hanging on the
tree. Prizes will be awarded to the winner of each age group. Age Groups include ages
1 to 4, ages 5-8, ages 9-12, and ages 13-16.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks all its parents for coming to
conferences last week. We have just begun our Pastry Puffin fundraiser. If
you would like to participate, order forms can be found on the preschool
table in the narthex. All orders are due by 11/25/20. We will be using the
profits to purchase learning games for the preschool. If you desire preschool for your
little one, please call Joslyn at 328-7752 or email at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
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Group Coordinator Needed – This position helps support the Group
Leaders and is the group liaison with the office making sure information gets
to group leaders.
Please contact Pastor Moldstad at
pastormoldstad@gmail.com for more information.
Secret Sisters of Peace – Purpose: All women of Peace are invited
and encouraged to participate in our Secret Sister program of sharing
and caring for one another. It is a way to support and connect the
women of our church during these trying times. You will be given a 'sister' that you will
need to pray for and encourage with cards, little notes, surprises, small gifts, etc. You
decide what you want to do for her! This could take place once a month, once a week,
or however often you choose. We'll be keeping our 'sisters' a secret, so don't let anyone
know who you have! If you need help with delivery of an item, please reach out to us
and we will make it happen.
When: This program will run from December 7th to April 5th.
Guidelines:
1) Fill out the Secret Sister form and turn in by December 6th. These can be found
and turned in on a table in the church narthex or can be sent via e-mail as
requested.
2) Pray for your sister daily.
3) Be an encouragement to your sister. Send her small notes, cards, or small gifts.
These are optional, as you set what you want to do for her. Get it to her through
mail, drop off and run, or have a friend deliver for you.
4) Keep it a secret! Love and serve her from a distance to maintain the surprise.
5) If you are unable to continue or have questions, please contact Tammy or Rachel
at tkam71@gmail.com or mime4d@yahoo.com.
6) You can reveal in your own time or we will have a final reveal on April 5 th.
Peace General Fund Giving Update
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New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during
November and December only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register.
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift
Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time
you can help us. As a bonus, we are also celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Month in
November. The day our volunteers work they can purchase all items at half price for the
month of November. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian
Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North
Mankato and Nicollet. Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2
You.
Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children,
patience and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Spirit of MVL Virtual Gala & Auction – To everyone who has been a part of the 2020
Spirit of MVL - item donors, gracious givers, the production team, and viewers - THANK
YOU. The Appeal to the Heart continues on: if you're interested in supporting MVL's
livestream technology project and Partnership Fund, visit spiritofmvl.givesmart.com,
send in a check, or donate through the MVL Facebook page. We also have two fivenight stays at The Legacy Golf Resort in Phoenix, Arizona, available for purchase for
$1,200.00 each. They were originally secured for March 14-19, 2021, but the dates can
be adjusted throughout 2021! Contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org for more
information.
MVLHS Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS
male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should
contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or
tplath@mvlhs.org.
MVL Wreaths, Garland & Swags – These are in! If you ordered something, please pick it
up outside of the entrance to the church sanctuary.
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