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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by Your strength and save us from
the threatening dangers of our sins; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Vespers, p. 120

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - ADVENT 1
P: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will come
to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.
C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us know what day
that will be.
P: We hear his call to watch.
C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
One Advent candle is lit during the hymn.

HYMN #572 “O GLADSOME LIGHT, O GRACE”
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THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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THE PSALMODY – PSALM 85
P: You showed favor to your land, O LORD.
C: You restored Jacob.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

You removed the guilt of your people.
You covered all their sin.
You put away all your wrath.
You turned from your burning anger.
Restore us, O God who saves us.
Put an end to your indignation with us.
Will you be angry with us forever?

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Will you extend your anger through all generations?
Will you not turn and revive us,
so that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your mercy, O LORD,
and give us your salvation.
I will hear what the true God, the LORD, will say.
He indeed speaks peace to his people, to his favored ones,
but do not let them turn to foolish ways.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Surely his salvation is near for those who fear him,
so that glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth meet together.
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Truth springs up from the earth,
and righteousness looks down from heaven.
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P: The LORD will indeed give good things,
C: and our land will yield its harvest.
P: Righteousness walks in front of him.
C: It prepares the way for his footsteps.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning is now, and ever shall be, forever more. Amen.

THE LECTION – ZEPHANIAH 3:14-18A
14Sing

out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15The LORD has removed the judgment against you.
He has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your midst! You no longer
need to fear disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion.
Do not give up. 17The LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes
great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with
singing.”
18I will bring back those among you who grieve.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE SERMON HYMN #110:1, 6, 7 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
THE SERMON – 1 JOHN 4:7-12

LORD JESUS, COME TO ME: WITH YOUR LOVE

7Dear

friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8The one who does not love has not
known God, because God is love. 9This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has
sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him. 10This is
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should
love one another.
12No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and his
love has been brought to its goal in us.
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HYMN #420 “BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS”
THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

THE VERSICLE

P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:

NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE PRAYERS, BEGINNING WITH THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our
life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair
when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and
eternity.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #597 “SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME”

Ushers: 5:00 – Bob Paulsen;
6:30 – Seth Grabow;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
WEDNESDAYS, 5:00 & 6:30PM

“LORD JESUS, COME TO ME”

12/2

5:00 & 6:30 PM

1 John 4:7-12

With Your Love

12/9

5:00 & 6:30 PM

1 John 4:1-6

With Your Truth

1 John 4:17-19

With Your Power

12/16 5:00 & 6:30 PM

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Divine Services
3:00pm
4:30pm
6:00pm

Divine Services
8:30am
10:00am
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New Year’s Eve
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
6:00pm
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