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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son. By His coming give
us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this
world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves
and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not
have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have
mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have
declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

HYMN #102 “COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT – Since His coming is sure and so important, He sends
out forerunners in the footsteps of St. John the Baptist who help us to make proper
preparation for His coming. They do that with a message not their own. They do it
with the message that He Himself has given. Pay close attention to those heralds of the
coming Lord, the prophets and apostles, and to the pastors and teachers in our midst
who have succeeded them to get us ready for His coming.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 40:1-11
1Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God.
to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her.
Her warfare really is over.
Her guilt is fully paid for.
Yes, she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
3A voice is calling out:
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD.
In the wasteland make a level highway for our God.
4Every valley will be raised up,
and every mountain and hill will be made low.
The rugged ground will become level,
and the rough places will become a plain.
5Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all flesh together will see it.
Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
6A voice was saying, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry out?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside.
7 Grass withers, flowers fade,
when the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Yes, the people are grass.
8 Grass withers, flowers fade,
but the Word of our God endures forever.
9Get up on a high mountain,
O Zion, you herald of good news.
Lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, you herald of good news.
Lift it up! Do not be afraid!
2Speak
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Say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10Look, God the LORD will come with strength,
and his arm is ruling for him.
Look, his reward is with him.
The result of his work is in front of him.
11Like a shepherd he will care for his flock.
With his arm he will gather the lambs.
He will lift them up on his lap.
He will gently lead the nursing mothers.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE EPISTLE – 2 PETER 3:8-14
8But

do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow to do
what he promised, as some consider slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes,
not wanting anyone to perish, but all to come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the heavens will pass
away with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and
the earth and what was done on it will be burned up. 11Therefore, since all these
things will be destroyed, what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and
godliness, 12as you look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? That
day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and the elements to
melt as they burn with great heat. 13But according to his promise we look forward
to new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
14Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make every effort
to be found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.

HYMN #106 “ON JORDAN’S BANK THE HERALD’S CRY”
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SERMON – MARK 1:1-8
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1The

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2This is how it is
written in the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare the way for you.
3A voice of one calling out in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord.
Make his paths straight.”
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out
to him. They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their sins.
6John was clothed in camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He preached, “One more powerful than I is coming
after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals! 8I
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING
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THE CANTICLE - TE DEUM LAUDAMUS
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

12

THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we
beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and
through the holy Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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THE CLOSING HYMN “HOSANNA TO THE COMING LORD”

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, abr., alt.
Tune: Schumann, Geistliche lieder auffs new gebessert, Leipzig, 1539
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Joel Kom, Corey Olsen; 2nd – Chris Harstad, Todd Olsen;
Organist: Crystal Foslien.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 6 – 13:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
Wednesday:
5:00 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
6:30 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
Thursday:
6:30 PM
Special Choir Practice
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday:
6:00 PM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
no congregational singing, (masks required)
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
December 16th
Mid-week Advent Services at 5:00 & 6:30 PM
December 24th
Christmas Eve Services, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 PM
December 25th
Christmas Day Services, 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Christmas Eve Choir Opportunity Families, couples, and singles are invited to take
part in a Christmas Eve choir. Rehearsals will be held from 6:30-7:30 on Thursdays,
December 10 and 17. Please contact Katie Hartwig with questions: 507-382-7566.
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All children who play an instrument are invited to play pre-service
music for the midweek Advent Services on Wednesday, December 16th for
the 5pm or 6:30pm service.
Please email Joni Moldstad at
Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu no later than December 13th with the name of the
child, the instrument, the service they would like to play at, and the title of the
Christmas song they are playing. Thank you!
Children's Ornament Contest – Our church is inviting children to
participate in decorating a homemade ornament tree this Christmas
season! We ask that each ornament is originally crafted by your child.
Ornaments can be brought to church between November 28 th and December 13th. Next
to the tree will be a tag to fill out and attach to your ornament before hanging on the
tree. Prizes will be awarded to the winner of each age group. Age Groups include ages
1 to 4, ages 5-8, ages 9-12, and ages 13-16.
Peace Senior Youth Group For the month of December, the Senior Youth Group will
be meeting at Peace on December 20 from 6:30-8:00pm. We will enjoy a devotion
followed by cookie decorating with all the toppings thanks to Thrivent. Please sign-up at
peacemankato.com/cookies. Please feel free to contact Ben or Sarah Kohls if you have
any questions.
Secret Sisters of Peace – Purpose: All women of Peace are invited
and encouraged to participate in our Secret Sister program of sharing
and caring for one another. It is a way to support and connect the
women of our church during these trying times. You will be given a 'sister' that you will
need to pray for and encourage with cards, little notes, surprises, small gifts, etc. You
decide what you want to do for her! This could take place once a month, once a week,
or however often you choose. We'll be keeping our 'sisters' a secret, so don't let anyone
know who you have! If you need help with delivery of an item, please reach out to us
and we will make it happen. This program will run from December 7 th to April 5th.
Guidelines:
1) Fill out the Secret Sister form and turn in by December 6th. These can be found
and turned in on a table in the church narthex or can be sent via e-mail as
requested.
2) Pray for your sister daily.
3) Be an encouragement to your sister. Send her small notes, cards, or small gifts.
These are optional, as you set what you want to do for her. Get it to her through
mail, drop off and run, or have a friend deliver for you.
4) Keep it a secret! Love and serve her from a distance to maintain the surprise.
5) If you are unable to continue or have questions, please contact Tammy or Rachel
at tkam71@gmail.com or mime4d@yahoo.com.
6) You can reveal in your own time or we will have a final reveal on April 5 th.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool is so happy to announce the baptism of
Connor Gendron from our M/W/F a.m. class! We witnessed this wonderful
event on Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve. We also are excited for another
student, Silas Stroup, to be baptized very soon. Please keep these little boys
in your prayers. We are so excited to announce that the Puffin Pastry
Fundraiser was a huge success. Our families sold 314 packages of puffins! We also
received many donations, so our total came to just about $2,000 dollars for the
preschool. We thank so many families for participating and donating to the preschool.
If you desire preschool for your child for our Winter Semester, please call Joslyn at 3857752 or email me at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.
Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children,
patience and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.
Peace General Fund Contribution Update

New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during
November and December only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register:
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift
Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time
you can help us. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian
Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North
Mankato and Nicollet. Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2
You.
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This year enjoy Christmas at Bethany at home. Bethany presents a
new version of our beloved Christmas concert that you can enjoy, not just
for one day, but for years to come. We will be premiering a video concert on Sunday,
December 6th, at 1:30pm. The video will remain available after the premier. Find the
video and program at blc.edu/christmas. We are grateful that we can still present the
comforting Christmas Gospel message through song and share with you the musical
talents of our students. Please tune in and enjoy the concert!
Kingdom Workers will give a presentation about their Foster Care Support
Program at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Albert Lea on January 24 th. Kara Witthuhn
will give details about the needs of foster care, and the many ways Christian's can
respond to these needs. Whether you wish to become a foster parent yourself or to
support the foster families in your church and community, this presentation will give
helpful information and guidance. Come to Our Savior's at 1PM on Sunday, January
24th. Contact Rev. Lilienthal if you'd like more information (revmlilienthal@gmail.com;
715-295-4020).
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