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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son. By His coming give
us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this
world; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
2

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Vespers, p. 120

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - ADVENT 2
P: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into
a world of sin and death.
C: We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist
prepared the way of the Lord.
P: We hear his call to repent.
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Two Advent candles are lit during the hymn.
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HYMN “COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”
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THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

5

THE PSALMODY – PSALM 89:15-36
P: How blessed are the people who know the joyful cry.
C: LORD, they walk in the light from your face.
P: In your name they celebrate all day long.
C: In your righteousness they are lifted up.
P: For you are the beauty of their strength,
C: and by your favor you exalt our Horn.
P: Indeed, our Shield belongs to the LORD,
C: our King to the Holy One of Israel.
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P: Once you spoke in a vision to your favored ones.
C: You said:
I have granted help to a warrior.
I have raised up a young man from among the people.
P: I found David my servant.
C: With my holy oil I have anointed him.
P: He is the one whom my hand will sustain.
C: Surely my arm will strengthen him.
P: No enemy will subject him to tribute.
C: No violent man will oppress him.
P: I will crush his foes before him
C: and strike down those who hate him.
P: My faithfulness and mercy will be with him,
C: and through my name his horn will be exalted.
P: I will set his hand over the sea,
C: his right hand over the rivers.
P: He will call out to me, “You are my Father,
C: my God and the Rock that saves me.”
P: I will also make him the Firstborn,
C: the highest of the kings of the earth.
P: I will keep my mercy for him forever,
C: and my covenant with him will stand firm.
P: I will establish his seed forever.
C: His throne will endure like the days of the heavens.
P: If his sons forsake my law,
C: and they do not walk according to my judgments,
P: if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commands,
C: I will punish their rebellion with the rod, their guilt with whipping.
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P: But I will not break off my mercy from him.
C: I will not let my truth become false.
P: I will not violate my covenant.
C: I will not alter what comes out of my lips.
P: Once and for all, I have sworn by my holiness—
C: surely I will not lie to David—
P: that his seed will continue forever,
C: and his throne will endure before me like the sun.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning is now, and ever shall be, forever more. Amen.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE LECTION – JEREMIAH 33:6-16
6But

watch! I will bring it health and healing. I will heal them and reveal an
abundance of peace and truth to them. 7I will cause the captives of Judah and the
captives of Israel to return, and I will build them up as they were in the beginning. 8I
will cleanse them from all the guilt they incurred by sinning against me. I will pardon
all the guilt they incurred by sinning against me and by their rebellion against me.
9This will provide a name of joy, praise, and glory for me, in the presence of all the
nations of the earth. They will hear about all the good that I do for this city, and they
will tremble in awe because of the good and because of the peace I provide for it.
10This is what the LORD says. You say that this place is a wasteland, without man or
animal, and that there is no man living in the cities of Judah or in the desolate streets
of Jerusalem, not even an animal. 11But the sound of joy, the sound of gladness, and
the voice of the bride and groom will be heard there once again. A voice will again be
heard that says, “Give thanks to the LORD of Armies, for the LORD is good, and his mercy
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endures forever,” as they bring thank offerings into the House of the LORD. For I will
restore the fortunes of the lands as they were in the beginning, says the LORD.
12This is what the LORD of Armies says. In this place, which is desolate, without man
and without animal, in all its cities there will once again be pastures for shepherds to
rest their flocks. 13In the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the Shephelah, in the
cities of the Negev, in the land of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem, and in
the cities of Judah, flocks will once again pass under the hand of the one who counts
them, says the LORD.
14Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the good
promises that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah.
15In those days and at that time,
I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line.
He will establish justice and righteousness on earth.
16In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell securely.
This is what she will be called:
The LORD Our Righteousness.

THE SERMON HYMN #110:1-3 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
THE SERMON – 1 JOHN 4:1-6

LORD JESUS, COME TO ME: WITH YOUR TRUTH

1Dear friends, do not believe

every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God.
This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in the
world. 4You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the false prophets,
because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5They are from the world.
That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to them. 6We
are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God
does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.

HYMN #171 “O WORD OF GOD INCARNATE”
THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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THE VERSICLE
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:

NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE PRAYERS, BEGINNING WITH THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
proceed, give Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments, and also that we, being defended by You
from the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN #569 “NOW REST BENEATH NIGHT’S SHADOW”
Verses 1-3 – All

4 – Men

5 – Women

6 - All

Ushers: 5:00 – Rob Paulsen;
6:30 – Devin Krienke;
Pianist: Brittany Cordes.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
13

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
WEDNESDAYS, 5:00 & 6:30PM

“LORD JESUS, COME TO ME”
12/2

5:00 & 6:30 PM

1 John 4:7-12

With Your Love

12/9

5:00 & 6:30 PM

1 John 4:1-6

With Your Truth

1 John 4:17-19

With Your Power

12/16 5:00 & 6:30 PM

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Divine Services
3:00pm
4:30pm
6:00pm

Divine Services
8:30am
10:00am
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New Year’s Eve
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
6:00pm

