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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us
ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You
always; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION

OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #99 “THE ADVENT OF OUR KING”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C:

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make
us ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve
You always; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT – What’s the best way to prepare for Jesus’ coming? It’s
not with frantic doing. It’s not with a focus on what we have done or promise to do. It’s
not with how we will pay back what He comes to bring. The best preparation for
Christmas is a readiness to receive.

THE LESSON – 2 SAMUEL 7:8-16
8You

are also to say the following to my servant David.
This is what the LORD of Armies says. I took you from the pasture, from following
sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you
went. I have cut off all your enemies from before you. I will make your reputation
great, like that of the great ones on the earth. 10I will set up a place for my people
Israel, and I will plant them there. They will dwell there, and they will not be disturbed
again. Violent men will not afflict them again as they did at the beginning 11and ever
since the day I appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all
your enemies.
The LORD also declares to you that the LORD himself will make a house for you.
12When your days are complete and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after
you your seed, who will come from your own body. I will establish his kingdom. 13He
will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he sins, I will discipline him with a
rod used by men and with blows of the sons of men. 15My faithful mercy will not
depart from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I removed to make room for you.
16Your house will stand firm, and your kingdom will endure forever before you. Your
throne will be established forever.

THE EPISTLE – ROMANS 16:25-27
25Now

to him who is able to strengthen you—
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery that was veiled in silence for long ages past, 26but now has
been revealed through the prophetic Scriptures and made known to all the Gentiles,
in keeping with the command of the eternal God, resulting in the obedience of faith—
27to God, who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 1:26-38
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is written in the 1st chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 26th verse.
26In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among
women.”
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29But

she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of
greeting this could be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you
have found favor with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and
you are to name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.”
34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. 36Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even
though she was called barren, and this is her sixth month. 37For nothing will be
impossible for God.”
38Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have
said.” Then the angel left her.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
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the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.

HYMN #90:1-4 “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME”
THE SERMON – LUKE 1:26-38

NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets
of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.
P: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter
our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.”
P: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.
C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.
P: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

HYMN #47 “MY SOUL DOTH MAGNIFY THE LORD”
THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the
Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s
name.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

DUET “GABRIEL’S MESSAGE”
The angel Gabriel from heaven came
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
"All hail," said he, to meek and lowly Mary,
"Most highly favored maiden." Gloria!
"I come from heaven to tell the Lord's decree:
A blessed virgin mother you shall be.
Your Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold
Most highly favored maiden," Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,
"My soul shall praise and magnify his holy name."
(Magnificat, anima mea Dominum)
Most highly favored maiden. Gloria!
Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born,
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn.
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
"Most highly favored maiden," Gloria!
Traditional Basque carol. Arr. Tony Alonso 2015. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Duet: Katie Hartwig, Ken Mellon; Accompanist: Crystal Foslien;
Ushers: 1st – Brian DeVos, Tim Paulsen; 2nd – Scott Pithan, Cody Pithan;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 20 – 27:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
6:30 PM
Senior Youth – Cookie Decorating
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
6:30 PM
Junior Youth – Electronic Game Night
Thursday:
3:00 PM
Christmas Eve Divine Service w/ candlelight
4:30 PM
Christmas Eve Divine Service w/ candlelight
6:00 PM
Christmas Eve Divine Service w/ candlelight
Friday:
8:30 AM
Christmas Day Divine Service
10:00 AM
Christmas Day Divine Service
Saturday:
NO Divine Service
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
NO Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
December 26th & January 2nd
NO Saturday Evening Divine Services
12

Bible Story Time will be immediately after the 8:15 service. There will be one
story and a closing prayer. Parents may bring their children to the 4-6th grade
classroom. Any child old enough to walk may attend. We especially encourage
the little ones who are not yet able to go to regular Sunday School.
Peace Senior Youth Group – For the month of December, the Senior
Youth Group will be meeting at Peace tonight, December 20th, from
6:30-8:00pm. We will enjoy a devotion followed by cookie decorating with all the
toppings thanks to Thrivent. Please sign-up at peacemankato.com/cookies. Please feel
free to contact Ben or Sarah Kohls if you have any questions.
Junior Youth – Our December Junior Youth Event will be an electronic game
night on Tuesday, December 22nd, at 6:30pm. Please bring your phone or
tablet for the games. Extra devices will be provided for those who don’t have
one. Sign up: peacemankato.com/gamenight. Questions: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex. Please stop and pick up yours today.
2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up on the table in the
narthex, next to the Christmas letters from the pastors. If you can’t find yours,
please contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
No Singing Area available on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day –
The Fellowship Hall will be set up for this and every service will be
streamed from the sanctuary. There are separate sign-ups for the
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for the services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Regular choir practice will begin on January 13th, at 7pm. Please email
Rachel Moldstad at rmoldstad@gmail.com if you have any questions or are
interested in joining.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks Pastor Hartwig, Pastor Moldstad,
Elisa Londgren, Hilary Lien, Cari Kelly, Michele Wiederich for helping with our
Preschool Christmas Program and thanks to Katie Hartwig for playing. We
also thank our youth for helping. Many thanks to Paul Fries for taping our
service and thanks to Keith Wiederhoeft for getting the risers for our program. Special
thanks to our preschool graduates, Gemma Lin for being our angel, to Faith Peters for
being Mary and Noah Londgren for being Joseph for our program. To God alone be the
glory! If you would like to register your child for our winter program, please email Joslyn
at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com or call 385-7752. A blessed Christmas to all from our
preschoolers and families.
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Peace General Fund Contribution Update

Bible Basics Class – Thursdays at 6:30pm beginning in January – Beginning
Thursday, January 7th, at 6:30pm, Pastor Moldstad will be leading our Bible Basics Class
here at Peace. This class meets every week for three months and covers the central
teachings of the Bible. This class is intended for those interested in membership at Peace
or those simply wanting a refresher.
If you have any questions contact:
pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Year end offering for ELS – Our delegates and pastors at convention set a base budget
of $760,000 for gifts from congregations to our ELS missions and ministries. In addition,
the convention earmarked all gifts over this amount to help provide funding to the Board
for Lutheran Schools. $790,000 is our total goal for congregational offerings. If you would
like to give to this offering, please use the envelopes provided for this special offering to
the ELS in this week’s bulletin. Checks should be written out to Peace and will be sent on
to the synod. As you do, please consider that our Lord’s grace extends to us so we are
able to “overflow in every good work” 2 Cor. 9:8. May our gift be in accord with our Lord’s
abundant blessings to us.
New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during
November and December only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register:
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift

Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time you
can help us. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian Education,
the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North Mankato and
Nicollet. Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2 You.
This year enjoy Christmas at Bethany at home. Bethany presents a
new version of our beloved Christmas concert that you can enjoy, not just
for one day, but for years to come. We premiered a video concert on Sunday, December
6th, and that video will remain available. Find the video and program at blc.edu/christmas.
We are grateful that we can still present the comforting Christmas Gospel message
through song and share with you the musical talents of our students. Please tune in and
enjoy the concert!
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Bethany Lutheran College is actively searching for an additional Business Professor
and a Computer Systems Specialist in the IT department. More information on both of
these jobs can be found on the BLC website under 'Bethany Jobs'.
Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom
assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience and
a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please email
directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Test Readers Needed - MVL is looking for semester exam readers the morning of
Tuesday, December 22. These readers really help some of our students excel on their
exams. Mask requirements and distancing guidelines will be followed. To volunteer, visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044faaa729a6fe3-exam2. If you're interested in
volunteering for future semester exams, please contact Sarah at sallee@mvlhs.org or
507-354-6851.
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open - Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.
Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information
at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
MVL Sacred Christmas Concert - December 23 - MVL's sacred Christmas concert will be
livestreamed on Wednesday, December 23, at 5pm and at 7pm. Both concerts will
include the same musical groups and the same selections. Please join us online at
mvl.org!
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