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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take upon Himself our
human nature. By His gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 2, p. 60

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING HYMN #128:1-4 “COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O Most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has
promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA HYMN #114 “ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY"
THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take upon Himself our
human nature. By His gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of His glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS – There are two great miracles in Christmas: the
one that God has become man for us and for our salvation, and that He in grace
reveals the first miracle even to me and blesses me with all its benefit.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 45:20-25
20Gather!

Come! Draw near together,
you survivors from the nations.
They have no knowledge—
those who are lifting up their idols of wood
and praying to a god that cannot save.
21Make an announcement and come close.
Let them consult together.
Who made this known ahead of time?
From time past who announced it?
Was it not I, the LORD?
There is no god except me,
a righteous God and Savior.
There is no one except me.
22Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth,
because I am God,
and there is no other.
23I have sworn by myself.
From my mouth a righteous word has gone out,
and it will not return unfulfilled.
Indeed, to me every knee will bow,
and every tongue will swear allegiance.
24“Only in the LORD,” they will say of me,
“Only in the LORD is there true righteousness and strength.”
To him they will come and be ashamed—
all those who are angry at him.
25In the LORD, all the descendants of Israel will be justified.
They will be praised by him.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ control your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)
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THE ALLELUIA

THE EPISTLE – COLOSSIANS 3:12-17
12Therefore,

as God’s elect, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13Bear with one another
and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint against anyone else. Forgive, just
as Christ forgave you. 14And, in addition to all these things, put on love, which ties
things together in perfect unity. 15Let the peace of Christ control your hearts, to
which you were also called, in one body. And be thankful.
16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude
in your hearts to God. 17And everything you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas is written in the 2nd chapter of
the Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 25th verse.
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THE GOSPEL – LUKE 2:25-40
25Now

there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the comfort of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on
him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit he went into the temple
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was
customary according to the law, 28Simeon took him into his arms and praised God.
He said,
29Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to
your word,
30because my eyes have seen your salvation,
31which you have prepared before the face of all people,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your
people Israel.
33Joseph and the child’s mother were amazed at the things that were spoken
about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Listen
carefully, this child is appointed for the falling and rising of many in Israel and for a
sign that is spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36Anna, a prophetess, was there. She was a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old. She had lived with her husband for seven years after her
marriage, 37and then she was a widow of eighty-four years. She did not leave the
temple complex, since she was worshipping with fasting and prayers night and day.
38Standing nearby at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord. She kept speaking
about the child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39When they had accomplished everything according to the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town, Nazareth. 40The child grew and became
strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN #113 “A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER”
THE SERMON – LUKE 2:25-40

WONDROUS WORDS CONCERNING
THE CHRIST CHILD
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THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest.”
Proverbs 3:9

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future.
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THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for in the mystery of the
Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that seeing You
in the person of Your Son, we may be drawn to the love of those things which are
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
12

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take,
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process. The words of
consecration will be spoken with the elements still covered.
2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side
second.
3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in the center aisle, please follow
social distancing.
4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their
hands at the mobile dispenser in the aisle
before receiving the elements.
5. Communicants will receive the elements in a
continuous fashion. The pastors will not
speak during the distribution.
6. Communicants will return to their seats by
means of the outer aisles.
7. After all the communicants have received the
elements, the pastor will say the dismissal
blessing.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #181 “OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN”
THE DISMISSAL
THE NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.
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P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.

CLOSING HYMN #134 “LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE”

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Paul Bunkowske, Brandon Evers;
Ushers: 2nd – Will Brueske, Lucas Fricke;
Organist: Laura Harstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 27 – January 3:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
NO Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
NO Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
4:00 PM
Youth Ski/Snowboarding Trip
Thursday:
6:00 PM
New Year’s Eve Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
Friday:
NO Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday:
NO Divine Service
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
NO Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
January 7th
Bible Basics Class, Thursdays at 6:30 PM

Contact the office to schedule Private Communion – If you wish to receive
Holy Communion during a brief, private communion service this coming week,
please call the office at 507-385-1386 or email karen@peacemankato.com.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex. Please stop and pick up yours today.
2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up on the table in the narthex,
next to the Christmas letters from the pastors. If you can’t find yours, please
contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
Our 7th to 12th grade youth are invited to come out for an evening of
skiing/snowboarding at Mount Kato on Tuesday, December 29th, at
4pm. Parents and siblings are welcome to join us. The cost is $10 for a
lift ticket, $10 for rentals, and $4 for helmets. Please indicate in the comments, when
signing up, how many of each you will need for your family. Since our group will need to
make one big payment, please bring cash or check (written out to Matt Moldstad). Due
to COVID-19, masks need to be worn while riding the lift and standing in lines. There
will also be no indoor seating available. Youth are encouraged to bring snacks or pack a
lunch. Please sign-up at www.peacemankato.com/skitrip by Monday, December 28th.
Questions: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
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Regular choir practice will begin on January 13th, at 7pm. Please email
Rachel Moldstad at rmoldstad@gmail.com if you have any questions or are
interested in joining.
Bible Basics Class – Thursdays at 6:30pm, beginning in January –
Beginning Thursday, January 7th, at 6:30pm, Pastor Moldstad will be
leading our Bible Basics Class here at Peace. This class meets every week for three
months and covers the central teachings of the Bible. This class is intended for those
interested in membership at Peace or those simply wanting a refresher. If you have any
questions contact: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Peace General Fund Contribution Update

Bethany Lutheran College is actively searching for an additional Business Professor
and a Computer Systems Specialist in the IT department. More information on both of
these jobs can be found on the BLC website under 'Bethany Jobs'.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Sacred Christmas Concert – Postponed to January 6th – MVL's sacred Christmas
concert will be livestreamed on Wednesday, January 6th, at 5pm and at 7pm. Both
concerts will include the same musical groups and the same selections. Please join us
online at mvl.org!
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.
Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information
at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
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