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NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE
Adaptation of The Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution, p. 130

OPENING HYMN “ALL GLORY BE TO CHRIST”
Verse 1 – Solo

Verses 2 & 3 – Congregation joins
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D. Kensrue, b. 1980
We Are Younger We Are Faster Music. Used by permission.
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THE INVOCATION AND VERSICLES
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.
P:

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.

C: A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

THE GLORIA PATRI
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THE NEW YEAR’S EVE RESPONSIVE PRAYER
P: I will exalt You, my God the King; I will praise Your name for ever and ever.
C: Every day I will praise You and extol Your name.
P:

It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the
countless gifts of grace we have received from You.

C: You have been faithful to Your promises and loving toward all You have made.
P:

You clothe Your creation with beauty; You feed even the birds and tell us that we are
much more valuable than they.

C: You know what we need, and You give us all good things.
P:

Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself – all
these come to us from Your generous hand.

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that You continue to grant them to
us.
P:

We thank You especially for Your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our faith,
shield us from temptation, and equip us for service.

C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Almighty and eternal God, You have been gracious and compassionate, slow to
anger, and rich in love. As You led Your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of Your Word that we may live our lives
to Your glory and be prepared to die in Your peace.

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In His name we began this year; in His
name we bring it to a close. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – ISAIAH 51:1-6
1Listen

to me, you people who pursue righteousness,
you people who seek the LORD!
Look confidently to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were cut.
2Look confidently to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah, who gave birth to you.
Yes, when I called him, Abraham was only one person,
but I blessed him and multiplied him.
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3The LORD is

certain to comfort Zion.
He will comfort all her ruins.
Certainly he will make her wilderness like Eden
and her wasteland like the garden of the LORD.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of music.
4Pay attention to me, O my people.
My nation, listen to me!
For the law will go out from me,
and I will establish my justice as a light to the peoples.
5My righteousness is near.
My salvation goes forth,
and my arms will bring justice to the peoples.
The seacoasts will wait for me.
They will have confidence in my arm.
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens.
Look closely at the earth beneath,
because the heavens will vanish like smoke,
and the earth will wear out like a garment,
and its inhabitants will die like gnats.
But my salvation will remain forever,
and my righteousness will never be abolished.

HYMN #160:1-4, 8 “O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” (PARAPHRASE OF PSALM 90)
THE EPISTLE – 1 PETER 1:22-25
22Since

you have purified your souls by obeying the truth, resulting in sincere
brotherly love, love one another constantly from a pure heart. 23For you have been
born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God. 24For:
All flesh is like grass,
and all its glory is like a flower of the field.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
25but the word of the Lord endures forever.
And this is the word that was preached to you.
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THE GOSPEL – LUKE 13:6-9
6He

told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came
looking for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for
three years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none.
Cut it down. Why even let it use up the soil?’ 8But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir,
leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 9If it produces
fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’”

HYMN #234 “WE HAVE A SURE PROPHETIC WORD”
SERMON – 1 PETER 1:22-25

THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest.”
Proverbs 3:9

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:
C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:

And now I ask you, in the presence of God, who searches the heart: Do you sincerely
confess that you have sinned against God and deserved His wrath and punishment?
I do so confess.
Truly you should confess, for Holy Scripture declares: “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word and deed?
I do repent.
Truly you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who prayed for a
contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and
others.
Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus sake, will forgive you all you
sins?
I do so believe.
Truly you should believe, for the Holy Scripture declares: “God so loved the world
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”
Do you promise that by the power of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life?
I do so promise.
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P: Truly you should promise, for Christ the Lord says: “Let your light so shine before
men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the
forgiveness of all your sins?
C: I do so believe.
P: Truly you should believe, for Christ the Lord says: “Whoever hears you, hears Me”
and “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them.”

THE ABSOLUTION
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father
and of the Son,  and of the Holy Spirit.
May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His
Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE EXHORTATION
P:

Dear friends in Christ! In order that you may receive this holy Sacrament worthily,
it is good that you consider what you must now believe and do. From the words of
Christ; “This is My body, which is given for you; this is My blood which is shed for you
for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with
His body and blood, as the words declare.
From Christ’s words “for the remission of sins” you should believe that Jesus Christ
bestows upon you His body and blood to confirm unto you the forgiveness of all your
sins.
And finally, you should do as Christ commands you when He says “Take, eat; drink
of it, all of you,” and “this do in remembrance of Me.”
If you believe these words of Christ, and do as He therein has commanded, then
you have rightly examined yourselves and may worthily eat Christ’s body and drink
His blood for the forgiveness of all your sins.
You should also unite in giving thanks to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, for so great a gift, and should love one another with a pure heart, and
thus with the whole Christian Church have comfort and joy in Christ our Lord. To this
end may God the Father grant you His grace; through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is My
 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also
He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of
you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is shed for you and for many,
for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #328 “SOUL, ADORN THYSELF WITH GLADNESS”
THE DISMISSAL
THE NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE COLLECT
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our
life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair
when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and
eternity.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

12

DUET “THE BLESSING”
The Lord bless you and keep you
Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you
And give you peace
Amen.
May His favor be upon you
And a thousand generations
And your family and your children
And their children, and their children
May His presence go before you
And behind you and beside you
All around you and within you
He is with you, He is with you
In the morning, in the evening
In your coming and your going
In your weeping and rejoicing
He is for you
Amen.
May His presence go before you
And behind you and beside you
All around you and within you
He is with you
In the morning, in the evening
In your coming and your going
In your weeping and rejoicing
He is for you
Amen.
Written by Kari Jobe, Cody Carnes, Steven Furtick, Chris Brown
© 2020 Writers Roof Publishing/Worship Together Music/Capitol CMG Paragon (BMI)
Used by permission of Capitol CMG Music license #1013328
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Vocal/Guitar: Mike Madson;
Duet: Tony Cordes, Elizabeth Kassuelke;
Accompanist: Katie Hartwig;
The ushers: Keith Wiederhoeft, Mark Zenk;
Organist: Crystal Foslien
To God be the Glory!
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019. The Wartburg Project.
All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”
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About the cover art:
"VDMA is an acronym that stands for the Latin slogan: Verbum Domini Manet
in Aeternum (“the Word of the Lord remains forever”), which was used
throughout the Lutheran Reformation. It originally appears in Isaiah 40:8
and was also used by the Apostle Peter in his first epistle (1 Pt. 1:24-5). Both
scriptural passages refer to the eternal faithfulness of God and his living
Word. The unchanging faithfulness of God to his Word is at the very heart of
the gospel as understood by the Lutheran reformers." - Dr. Jack Kilcrease
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