
 

 

It was just hours before Jesus 
would be arrested, have to face a 
phony trial, and be brutally killed 
by crucifixion.  He and His 
disciples were gathered together 
at the “Last Supper” in the upper 
room.  Jesus then takes it upon 
Himself to get up from the table, 
take a towel and a basin of water, 
and then to proceed to wash each 
of His disciples’ feet!  
This was a task that 
the lowliest servant 
would be assigned, 
and yet the master, 
the rabbi, the divine, 

miracle-working, 
Son of God Himself, 
takes this task upon 
Himself?!  “What in 
the world are you 
doing Jesus?!”  The 
apostle Peter tried 
to stop Jesus.  “NO 
Lord! You shall never 
wash my feet!”  To 
which Jesus then calmly responds: 
“You do not understand what I am 
doing now, but later you will 
understand.” 

These words were fitting, not 
only to that foot-washing, but to 
all of the events that would take 
place in the following days.  Peter 
and the disciples would be 
confused, dumbfounded, 
disappointed, and terrified.  They 
would watch in horror as Jesus 
would be arrested, tortured, and 
crucified.  They must have 
wondered at how things got so 

bad, so quickly.  How did this turn 
out to be such an ugly mess?!  

The story is told of a man who 
was visiting a fabric factory.  The 
owner of the factory took the man 
out on the production floor and 
they stopped before a giant loom 
reaching from the floor to the 
ceiling.  It was whirring and 
humming—with spindles spinning, 

and shuttles flying 
back and forth, and 
yet as the man looked 
at the fabric being 
made, all he could see 
was a jumble of 
threads and yarn, 
loose ends in a mish-
mash of color.  “What 
an ugly mess!  I think 
your machine must be 
broken.  Who would 
want this fabric?!” 
exclaimed the man to 
the factory owner.  

With a chuckle, the factory owner 
motioned to the man and said, “You 
are not seeing it from the right side!  
Come over here and look!”  The two 
men then walked over to the other 
side of the machine and there the 
man saw the true nature of the 
fabric.  It was a flowing, balanced, 
beautiful design!  It was fabric of 
the highest quality.  It was just that 
they had been seeing it from the 
wrong side.  From the back you 
wouldn’t be able to understand 
what was being formed—but when 
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viewing it from the other side, you would see the 
beautiful design that was being produced.  

This is similar to Jesus’ passion and death.  
From an earthly, human viewpoint, it all seemed 
like an ugly mess.  But from God’s perspective and 
plan—from eternity’s viewpoint—this was the 
beautiful design for our salvation!  This is also the 
case for us in our lives, with the  challenges  and  
difficulties  we 

face.  At times, from our viewpoint, we echo Peter’s 
sentiment in that upper room: “What in the world 
are you doing Lord!  This is all wrong—this is an ugly 
mess!”  When we begin to feel in such a way as this, 
the words that Jesus spoke to Peter also apply to 
us: “You do not understand now, but you will later!”  

As we look at our own lives and situations, it 
might appear like the back side of that fabric.  It 
might look like an ugly mess.  But God sees our lives 
and the situations from the other side.  He sees His 
own design and plan being produced in the lives of 
His people—and it is a thing of beauty!  When we 

face those ugly messes in our lives, we have 
comfort in knowing that God has not forsaken or 
abandoned us.  From our perspective, it might 
appear that way, but God has promised us: “I will 
never leave you, and I will never forsake you.” 
(Hebrews 13:5)  He has said: “All things work 
together for the good of those who love God.” 
(Romans 8:28)  Just as it was with Jesus’ own 
suffering and death, the things that appear from 
this side to be an ugly mess, will be, from God’s 
view, part of His beautiful design!  

Be encouraged by this!  Even though we might 
only see an ugly mess, we can trust that God is with 
us in our lives.  He is working in spite of—and 
through—the ugliness to produce something 
beautiful!  And we can look forward to that day 
when we will get to have that other perspective—
from the “other side”—as we will have the 
viewpoint of Heaven for ourselves and we might 
then understand and see God’s beautiful design! 

                     - Board for Home Outreach 

 
 

The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 
 
 
 

Digital resources at Peace – Happy 2020!  The Gospel Outreach Board wants to let you know of the 
different types of digital resources that Peace is using.  These resources provide multiple opportunities 
for outreach, as well as spiritual encouragement for members.  We pray that these resources will be 
beneficial to you and to people to whom you reach out with the Gospel in the new year. 

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/peacemankato 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNk3WgwmgT67SHFOCIPeJdQ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/peacemankato 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/peacelutherannorthmankato/ 
Sermon Podcast: http://www.anchor.fm/peace-mankato-sermons 
(Sermon podcast is available on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Overcast, PocketCasts, Podbean 
and other services.) 

Access to the Peace App through the Apple App Store: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/peace-
lutheran-north-mankato/id1485749962?ls=1 
Access to the Peace App through the Google App Store: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=io.pushpay.peacemankato 

 

Our Mission  

 

$445,635 Giving Budget through 2/29/20 
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Serving the month of March: 
Altar/Communion preparation 

8th & 

23rd 
Marc/Kris Flygare & Terri Michaletz &  
Laura Smith 

Communion Assistants 

 8:15am 10:45am 

8th 
Joel Kom 
Jesse Wolff 

Eric Halvorson 
Adie Harstad 

22nd   
Matt Bindert 
Jason DeWitt 

Doyle Holbird 
August Jeske 

Ushers 
 8:15am 10:45am 

1st  
Jeff Huber 
Joel Kom 

Rick Brennhofer 
Will Brueske 

4th 6:30pm 
Dave Kammerer 
Zachary Kammerer 

8th  

Marc Flygare 
Matt Lukasek 
Corey Olsen 
Todd Olsen 

Al Clennon 
Terry Field 
Lucas Fricke 
Seth Grabow 

11th 6:30pm 
Adie Harstad 
Chris Harstad 

15th    
Bob Paulsen 
Rob Paulsen 

Dan Holz 
Ron Lorensberg 

18th 6:30pm 
Tim Paulsen 
Ben Petzel 

22nd   

Dan Quist 
Josh Ringen 
Pete Schuch 
Tom Schulz 

Nick Peters 
Devin Krienke 
Mike Madson 
Need someone 

25th 6:30pm  
Kory Meyers 
John Moldstad 

29th 
Philip Wels 
Keith Wiederhoeft 

Cody Pithan 
Scott Pithan 

Counters 

1st Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen  

2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen  
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch 
4th Sunday: Jon Stadler & Need new counter 

5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

 

 
 
 

Tucker Kohls  11 years old 
Titus Kohls  11 years old 
Lillian Olsen  10 years old 
Etta Holz  3 years old 
Zak Hermanson  10 years old 
Logan Paulsen  12 years old 
Sophia Schmeling  11 years old 
Caleb DeWitt  16 years old 
Natalie Michaletz  3 years old 
Michael Wolff  8 years old 
Dean Smith  3 years old 
Ella Evers  7 years old 
Elizabeth Halvorson  12 years old 
Nathaniel Lukasek  13 years old 
Ryleigh Tiegs  2 years old 
Sophia Klockziem  5 years old 
 

Also – Thomas Stark, Kathy Karlsrud, 
Teresa Ferkenstad, Greg Miller, Nick Peters, 

Tina Kotulski, Tim Hartwig, Josh Ringen, 
John Spivey, Ben Lundsten, Nathan Risto, 

Jen Kom, Aleta Lin, Rachel Moldstad,  
Justine Schrader, Lucas Fricke,  

Andrew Kassuelke, Tom Nielsen,  
Meghan Bach, Matt Bindert,  

Thalia Londgren, Jerad Bach, Polly Browne, 
Brandon Evers, Ron Lorensberg,  
Jennifer Gates, Terri Michaletz,  

Denice Woller. 

May the Lord bless you, 
today and always. 

Happy 
Birthday! 

  March Anniversaries:  

Tony & Becky Krogman 3/12/16 4 years 
Dean & Katie Botten 3/15/86 34 years 
Dane & Carissa Christenson 3/17/18 2 years 
Jesse & Liz Hinkel 3/17/06 14 years 
Bob & Marilyn Paulsen 3/21/64 56 years 
Tim & Gloria Loe 3/22/69 51 years 
 

Congratulations!  May the Lord continue to bless you, 
and may your Christian marriage serve as an 

inspiration to others. 

Please contact Nick Peters at 
petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com if 
you can help with ushering. 

Please contact Phil Novak at 
Philip.novak@mnsu.edu if you can 
help with counting. 

Thank you! 
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Jesus Lambs at Peace Preschool will host its annual Open House on Tuesday, March 31, 6-8 p.m.  The 
children and their families will enjoy face-painting, games, crafts, food and fun.  There will be a table 
set for fall registration for the 2020-2021 school year.  This is a great time for your preschooler to 
become more comfortable with our school setting, classroom and the learning he/she will be enjoying 
next fall.  Thrivent Financial will also support our Open House so we thank them for this. 

To make our Open House a success, we ask for any volunteers who would like to run the games, craft 
tables, face-painting and food.  Please call Joslyn at 385-7752 for more information or simply sign up 
on the bulletin board in the narthex.   

February was a beautiful month of snow, hearts, valentine parties and a trip to Mt. Olive Lutheran 
School.  The children enjoyed a special time in the chapel meeting Pastor Luke Ulrich and principal 
Adam Pavalchek.  The children were delighted with a running game in the gymnasium and then a 
special visit to the new Kindergarten classroom with Mrs. Jessica Gunderson.  Mt. Olive will host 
Kindergarten Round-up on Thursday, February 27, at 6:30 p.m. 

As Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool prepares for our Open House on March 31st and our plans for our 
next school year, we are making an effort to increase our Scholarship Fund as well.  Even an extra one 
hundred dollars to a family in need, would make the difference of attending our preschool next year or 
not being able to.  If you would like to donate to our Scholarship Fund, please make your check to Jesus’ 
Lambs at Peace Scholarship Fund.  We greatly thank you for this. 

We send special thanks to Travis and Topper’s Pizza for our Field Trip inside the classroom.  The 
children listened to two pizza stories, watched Travis make a pizza, formed their own pizza dough and 
ate Topper’s Pizza!  It was a great event to introduce the letter Pp!! 

In closing, the beautiful things children say in the classroom continue to stay in our hearts.  For our 
Valentine chapel, the children thought of things we think of that stand for love on Valentine’s Day.  One 
of these mentioned, was friendship.  Pastor Moldstad then drew the children’s attention away from the 
heart he had brought, to the cross.  Even more than the heart, the cross is a symbol of God’s love for us 
in Jesus, because on this cross Jesus paid for our sins.  Now we have the joy and assurance of going to 
heaven one day.  Now, we are able to more completely show our love and dedication to our loving God 
and to each other in friendship and in serving each other.  In Christ, our Valentine Days and all days are 
a blessing from Him. 

 

M W F class and signatures after Joslyn’s Texas trip!! Fieldtrip to Mount Olive Lutheran School  



 

In School Fieldtrip fun with Toppers Pizza! 



 

Events: 
The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study is on Fridays at 6:30 AM.  We are currently going through 
the Book of Acts.  We encourage all the men of the congregation to join us for this spiritually and 
physically nourishing fellowship time.  

Solid Grounds Bible Study is held on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 AM.  Join us for coffee/tea and 
a discussion of the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Lenten Meals:  Please join us Wednesday evenings before our Lenten Worship Services for 
food and fellowship.  Your group leader(s) will be contacting you with information on how you 
can participate when your group is scheduled to serve.  Schedule: March 4 – Group 2; March 

11 – Group 3; March 18 – Group 4; March 25 – Group 5; and April 1 – Group 6.  Meals begin at 5:00pm.  These 
have been well attended – during Advent we served around 150 at each meal.  Thank you for helping! 

Risen Savior Lutheran School Kindergarten Round-up for the 2020-21 school year 
will be held March 12th at 6:00 pm in the Kindergarten room at Risen Savior Lutheran 
School, 516 W. 7th St., Mankato.  For additional information, please call or email Mrs. 
Dressel at 507-388-6624 or mdressel@rslsmn.com. 

Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards) 
WELS/ELS Youth Lock-In (4th – 8th grade) sponsored by the Beacon, March 20th – 21st  
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th  
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) Utah, July 23rd - 26th. Register at www.els.org/lya20.  
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA) 

2020 Youth Lock-In! – Calling all 4th – 8th graders: Join us, the students from The Beacon 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, for our 2020 Youth Lock-In.  The fun begins Friday, March 20, at 
9:00 PM at the Lake Crystal Rec. Center and concludes Saturday, March 21, 7:30 AM at the 
Beacon.  There will be swimming, basketball, pizza, late night worship, and much more!  You 

can register online at mankatocampusministry.org.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Help Peace connect with the people of North Mankato.  On March 21st and April 4th, we will 
be canvassing North Mankato with a survey to make residents aware of our presence and to 
identify people who are not attending a church.  We will gather at Peace at 8:30am on March 21st 
and April 4th and be finished by 12 PM.  To help on other days, please talk to Pastor Hartwig. 

Let’s start thinking about summer!  Mark your calendars for this year’s VBS.  June 15th – 18th, 
from 9 AM to noon.  VBS is for children ages four through going into sixth grade.  Registration and 
volunteer opportunities will come in the near future. 

From the Board of Education: We are requesting special donations to raise $2,200 for a new 
digital piano and kids’ tables and chairs for our Preschool and Sunday School children’s benefit.  If you 
desire to donate, please make a note on your envelope or check “For Piano/Tables/Chairs”.  Your help 
with this need is greatly appreciated!  $1301 has been donated so far.  Thank you! 

MOMs Spring Semester – Moms On a Mission bible study group exists to create a support group 
of Christian moms that meet together to grow in their relationships with the Lord, discuss parenting 
from a biblical perspective, and provide opportunity for fellowship with others in the same stage 
of life.  All moms welcome at any time!  If you have any questions or would like more information, 

contact: Morning leader: Kristen Lukasek - 507-382-7963 or mattlukasek@yahoo.com.  Evening leader: Shaylene 
Scheele - 309-830-2538 or scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars® Allocation - Peace Lutheran Church is a participating 
organization of the Thrivent Choice program.  Eligible members have until March 

31st to direct their Choice Dollars for 2019.  It is easy, just click a button and Peace will receive money from 
Thrivent.  Visit thrivent.com or speak with your local office for more information.  

Do you shop on Amazon?  An easy way to generate donations to Peace year-round is 
to go to smile.amazon.com and choose to support Peace Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of North Mankato Inc.  Always shop through smile.amazon.com (same website and prices as amazon).  
You will have a running tally of how much you have generated in donations to Peace!  Donations are deposited 
in our account quarterly.  Thank you!! 
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Are you unable to care for your feet?  
Your church home is offering a service to 
help you care for your feet and toenails.   

By appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary 
equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim 
toenails, and finish with a lotion foot massage.  If the 
nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she 
may suggest an appointment with your health care 
provider.  This service is free; however, donations will 
be accepted to go to a church cause.   
For more information, or to set up an appointment,  
please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

To watch our service live, go to: 
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or  
our Facebook page.  The service will start 
automatically when it is live (8:15AM regular service).  

For recorded services, go to: 
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose 
which service you wish to watch.  We are currently 
only streaming and recording during the 8:15 service. 

 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage of your donation for 
card usage). The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much 
needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 
52 envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this 
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box 
and put in your information.  You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 

Lenten suppers will be 
served from 5:00-5:45PM 
every Wednesday during 
the Lenten season.  We 
have awesome cooks in 
our congregation – come 
and enjoy the food and 
fellowship! 

Join 
Us 
For 
Supper! 

Midweek Lenten services  
are held Wednesdays at 6:00pm.  

 

         The theme is  

The Son of God Goes Forth to War —  
March 4 Reconnaissance Report: 

Know Your Enemy 

March 11 Skirmishes 

March 18 The Warrior Faces Satan’s 
Ally – The World 

March 25 Hidden Warrior 

April 1 The Warrior Rejected by 
Many Followers 

 

The following was taken from ‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’: 

THE EASIEST THING IN THE WORLD 

“Nothing is easier than sinning.” 

†            †            † 
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(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA) 



 
 


