
 

 

 A journalist was on assignment 
in a third-world county.  Walking 
the city streets, he struck up a 
conversation with a young boy.  
The boy had no home, no family.  
He lived day to day.  His shelter 
was a cardboard box.  As the 
journalist asked his age and found 
out that his birthday was the next 
day, the journalist ask him “If you 
could have anything you wanted, 
what would you want for your 
birthday?”  The boy answered very 
quickly, “a piece of plastic.”  The 
rain, you see, often would soak the 
cardboard box, and all he had 
would be wet and cold.  The plastic 
would keep him dry.  That was the 
most wonderful thing he could 
imagine. 
 
 A story such as this 
helps us realize how 
many things we have to 
be thankful for, doesn’t 
it?  The trouble is that 
even a story about the 
boy’s simple wish for 
some plastic cannot guarantee 
that we will feel thankful at 
Thanksgiving.  Maybe our joy has 
become disappointment.  Maybe 
heartache has devastated our 
family.  Maybe we are in poor 
health.  If our joy and thanksgiving 
depend on how well our lives have 
been going, then holidays like 

Thanksgiving will often be bland 
and empty.  Even hearing about the 
poor boy living in a cardboard box 
will not make a lasting difference. 
 
 That’s why our source of joy 
and thanksgiving needs to come 
from something greater.  God’s 
Word leads us to the truth, “Thanks 
be to God, Who always leads us in 
Christ’s triumphant procession…” 2 
Corinthians 2:14.  No matter what 
our circumstances are, as we 
believe in Jesus Christ, our lives are 
lives of triumph.  Our source of joy 
and thanksgiving is found only in 
our Savior!  The message of full 
forgiveness through Jesus’ life, 
death on the cross and His 
resurrection can transform a 
thankless Thanksgiving into one 

filled with gratitude.  It 
transforms defeated 
lives into triumphant 
ones.  In the end what 
matters is not whether 
our home is made of 
wood, brick, or 

cardboard.  What matters is 
knowing and trusting in Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior.  To 
learn more about Jesus and how He 
will change your lives, please join 
us for our Thanksgiving service or 
any of our worship services.  See 
you there! 

                     - Board for Home Outreach 
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Worship Schedule  
Saturday Evening 

6:00 PM    
Sunday morning  

7:30; 8:45; 11:00 AM 

Serving Peace 
   Pastor Tim Hartwig 
Cell – 507-382-6826 
pastorhartwig@gmail.com  

   Pastor Matt Moldstad 
Cell – 507-382-0045 
pastormoldstad@gmail.com  

   Office - Karen Wold  
Phone – 507-385-1386 
karen@peacemankato.com  

Church Council 
President: 
   Eric Woller 
Vice President: 
   Jason DeWitt 
Secretary: 
   Terry Field 
Spiritual Leadership:  
   Jeff Huber 
Christian Education:  
   Joel Kom 
Property Management: 
   Jesse Wolff 
Stewardship: 
   Sergio Salgado 
Gospel Outreach: 
   Jonathan Stadler 

Jesus’ Lambs Preschool 
   Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752 
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 

Crossed - Youth Group 
www.peacemankato.org/crossed 
crossedyouth@gmail.com 

Special Interest Dates 
9th Stewardship Meeting 5p 
 Bd. of Education Meeting 6p 
10th  Council Meeting 6:30p 
15th  Jr Youth – Escape Room 6:30p 
20th  Adult Group – Movie Night 7p 
25th Thanksgiving Eve Services 
28th Decorate for Christmas 8a 
29th Sunday services at 8:45 & 11a 

A Thankful Thanksgiving 
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The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peace General Fund Contribution Update 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission  

 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage (up to 3.5%) of your 
donation for card usage).  The electronic giving program offers convenience for you 
and much needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 
52 envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this 
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box 
and put in your information.  You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 

Are you unable to care for your feet?  
Your church home is offering a service to 
help you care for your feet and toenails.   

By appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary 
equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim 
toenails, and finish with a lotion foot massage.  If the 
nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she 
may suggest an appointment with your health care 
provider.  This service is free; however, donations will 
be accepted to go to a church cause.   
For more information, or to set up an appointment,  
please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

To watch our service live, go to: 
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or  
our Facebook page.  The service will start 
automatically when it is live (8:45AM regular service).  

For recorded services, go to: 
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose 
which service you wish to watch.   

 

http://www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
http://www.vimeo.com/peacemankato


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Wedding Anniversaries:  

Marc & Kris Flygare 11/05/83 37 years 
Brandon & Ciara Beitlich 11/07/15 5 years 
Jeff & Aleta Lin 11/08/08 12 years 
Josh & Danielle Hoflock 11/10/18 2 years 
Kincaid & Carolyn Smith 11/21/56 64 years 
Bill & Kristi Hough 11/23/84 36 years 
Jordan & Laura Smith 11/28/09 11 years 
 

Congratulations!  May the Lord continue to bless 
you, and may your Christian marriage serve as an 

inspiration to others. 

The following was taken from 

 ‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’: 

 

DO NOT CRUSH A CHILD 

“Children are not to be rebuked or beaten, but 

that they are to be chastised in love; but parents 

are not to vent their furious temper on 

them…For when the spirit has been cowed, one 

is of no use for anything.” 

†            †            † 

“And fathers, do not provoke your children to 

anger; but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 

 

 

 

 

Harrison Harstad  6 years old 
Noah Moldstad  2 years old 
Hannah Westman  13 years old 
Evelyn Hinkel  7 years old 
Silas Holz  2 years old 
Luke Hinkel  9 years old 
Weston Stark  2 years old 
Benjamin Halvorson  15 years old 
Christian Moldstad  15 years old 
Sarah Merritt  14 years old 
Cullen Smith  9 years old 
Amelia Bunkowske  5 years old 
Henry Manthe  13 years old 
Joshua Allen  17 years old 
Grace Peters  13 years old 
Abel Lowrey  7 years old 
Andreas Schmeling  9 years old 
 

Also – Paul Bunkowske, Rob Paulsen,  
Phil Novak, Jason Westman, Ione Geistfeld, 

Taylor Pithan, Josh Wierschke,  
Stephanie Wentzlaff, Dave Kammerer, 

Rachel Lowrey, Regan Geving, Tom Kuster, 
Joe Lundsten, Shelia Barnett, Josiah Dueck, 

Whitney Holz, Sarah Heartbird,  
Jon Howson, Ben Kohls, Tim Paulsen. 

May the Lord bless you, 
today and always. 

 

Happy 
Birthday! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

A Special Thank-you 

This past spring and summer Peace was able to do something extraordinary.  We were able to continue 
to offer online and on-sight service despite the COVID-19 restrictions in the form of drive-in services 
and weekly outdoor services.  We thank everyone who helped make this possible, but we would like 
to especially recognize these key individuals: 

 
Joel Kom, who urged us to pursue drive-in services early on, acquired an FM transmitter, and Tim Paulsen who 
led a team of members to construct the preaching booth we utilized all summer.  
 
Matt & Carol Wiechmann, for providing, setting up and running their personal sound equipment every Sunday, 
from Easter to the end of September, often times needing to do this for two services. 
 
Phil Wels, for his tireless work in recording, editing, and uploading our services on various platforms to bring 
our services to those watching online. 
 
Paul Fries, for troubleshooting and resolving audio/video issues we faced throughout this time. 
 
Jesse Wolff, for coordinating the set up and take down of the piano used for our outdoor services.    
 
 

Serving the month of November: 

Altar/Communion preparation Counters 

7th/8th Terri, Jessie, Hannah Fries & Allison Petzel 1st Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen  

21st/22nd Terri, Jessie, Hannah Fries & Allison Petzel 2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen  

  3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch 

  4th Sunday: Jon Stadler & NEEDED 

  5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

Ushers 

 Saturday Sunday 

 6:00 PM 8:45 AM 11:00 AM 

1st  
Brian DeVos 
Tim Paulsen 

John Moldstad 
Rob Pipal 

7th/8th Josh Ringen 
Nick Peters 
Ben Petzel 

Jeff Huber  
Sergio Salgado 

14th/15th  Phil Wels 
Pete Schuch 
Eric Woller 

Scott Pithan 
Cody Pithan 

21st/22nd Marc Flygare 
Paul Bunkowske 
Brandon Evers 

Rick Brennhofer 
Mark Zenk 

25th  Thanksgiving Eve 
5:00 PM – Derek Harstad 
                     Keith Wiederhoeft 

6:30 PM – Will Brueske 
                     Terry Field 

28th/29th  Jonathan Stadler 
Dave Kammerer 
Zach Kammerer 

Lucas Fricke 
John Gunderson 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool picnic and playground fun! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October: 
 

 Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool wants to thank Denice Woller and family for a wonderful field trip 
to their farm and Woller Photography.  It was our first field trip and we are thankful because it could 
be outside and we could keep safe from the pandemic as much as possible.  One parent said, “we have 
not been able to really visit much during our Covid time and this gave us a wonderful opportunity to 
do so!”  We thank the many families who were able to come and drive their child to the field trip and to 
have our preschoolers see real chickens and a chicken coop, a great big barn with a swing.  Children 
enjoyed petting dogs, horses, kittens, a bunny and watching the movement of a very cute turtle.   Many 
of us are not able to visit farms, and it was a delightful time to run, play and enjoy a snack in the grassy 
area.  Many thanks to the Wollers for opening up their farm to our preschool! 

 God has graciously allowed our preschool to begin its year, after so many months of being closed, 
as always, under God’s grace.  We have begun with 47 eager learners, including now Kamyah Fettig, 
who will begin soon.  We are also needing transportation for one additional child who lives in the MSU 
area, who would love to come and be added to our afternoon group.  If you are able to do this, please 
contact the preschool. 

 Children are getting used to having their temperatures taken and many of them tell us the 
importance of washing well for 20 seconds!  We thank our parents for watching their children so 
carefully, so that we are able to maintain these healthy school days.  It is really God who has provided 
us with our ability to open our school and we ask all of you to help to pray for our preschool’s safety.  
We thank Dani Merritt also for all of her help in the classroom and for helping to keep our classrooms 
clean and sanitized. 

 We look forward this month to our annual Harvest Festival to take place on Thursday and Friday, 
October 29 and 30th.  This will give our children a chance to dress-up, play games and celebrate God’s 
bountiful harvest with special songs and prizes and face-painting.  If you would like to help, please 
contact Joslyn and Dani at 385-7752.     

Preschool News 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
               Hunting for treasures! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November: 
 
 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers thanked God with prayers, songs, games and Bible stories about 
Jacob and Joseph this month.  We have been talking about our Community and Community Helpers.  
These are really God’s helpers.  By God’s direction, these workers keep us healthy, fed, clothed, safe, 
educated and they give us so much for a happy and blessed life. 

We love to hear our preschoolers speak.  One of our favorites this month was one of our little girls, who 
asked her mom if she could change her middle name to Jesus because she loves Him so very much!  We 
ask that you all would pray that these precious souls of our children would grow in their faith as they 
continue to love their Savior, Jesus and trust in His forgiveness.   

Many thanks to our parents and volunteers who helped with our Harvest Festival.  You made it extra 
fun for our preschoolers.  We also thank Thrivent Financial for their contribution of monies to spend 
on food, prizes, decorations and games. 

We also thank Denice Woller for taking pictures of our preschoolers and we thank Nick and Emily 
Peters for our visit to their hog farm where we were able to visit the barn of piglets, see and touch real 
oats and soy beans, shuck corn and climb on a real combine and tractor.  It was a beautiful outside field 
trip where we could stay safe during Covid. 

We ask your help in continuing to pray for our preschool, so that we are able to stay safe during this 
pandemic.  We also pray that our children could continue to learn, as we know it is so important in their 
young lives.  We thank our congregation that we could also enjoy our Martin Luther books to learn 
about the Reformation and Martin’s discovery that we are accepted by God through faith alone.  (As our 
preschool wall proclaims what Martin Luther discovered: The Just Shall Live By Faith.) 

We thank God for His material harvest blessings, but we also ask God to give us more pastors who will 
show us our sin, but also show us our Savior, Jesus, so that we also enjoy a blessed harvest of souls for 
God’s kingdom.  (One of our preschoolers lately expressed his desire to become a pastor one day.)  

If you desire a Christ-centered preschool for your child, please call us at 385-7752.  If you would like to 
donate to our preschool so that more children are able to attend, please make your check to Jesus’ 
Lambs at Peace Preschool. 

 

Preschool News 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What’s happening . . . 

Mid-week Bible Studies: 

Tuesdays @ 9:00 AM – Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online 
Fridays @ 6:30 AM – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study, at Peace  

Junior Youth - Escape Room – Our 7th & 8th grade youth are invited to an Escape Room event at 
Peace on Sunday, November 15th, at 6:30pm.  We will have a mini-Bible Study before the game and 
snacks will be provided.  If you are planning to attend please sign up at 
peacemankato.com/escaperoom. 

Join us for a Peace Adult Night at the Wiechmann’s house on Friday, November 20th, at 6:30pm!  
Food, games, fun, and a movie on a big screen (movie TBD)!  Please RSVP online at 
peacemankato.com/movienight.  The address and more details will be sent a few days before the 
event takes place.  We look forward to this night of fun and fellowship! 

Poinsettia orders for flowers to beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas season are being taken now 
through November 15th.  Please place your order form with money in the offering plate or stop in the 
office M-F, 7:30-3:30 to leave your order with Karen. 

Group Coordinator Needed – This position helps support the Group Leaders and is the group 
liaison with the office making sure information gets to group leaders.  We thank Joni Wiederhoeft 
for all she did as the Group Coordinator!   

NO M.O.M.s Holiday Pie Bake Sale This Year.  Due to Covid, the Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) 
Bible Study group will NOT be having their annual Holiday Pie Sale right before Thanksgiving.   

WELS & ELS Singles Facebook Group – If you're single (unmarried, divorced, widowed) and looking 
to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship with other singles who share your faith, we encourage 
you to join our Facebook group!  Our group consists of over 260 members with ages ranging from 18-

65+.  We're an active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers, Lutheran memes, personal 
victories, and tacos.  Our page is full of discussion posts and we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday 
evenings.  We'd love to have you join us.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles 

Do you shop on Amazon?  An easy way to generate donations to Peace year-round is 
to go to smile.amazon.com and choose to support Peace Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of North Mankato Inc.  Always shop through smile.amazon.com (same website and prices as amazon).  
You will have a running tally of how much you have generated in donations to Peace!  Donations are deposited 
in our account quarterly.  Thank you!! 

New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during November and 
December only.  New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.  We are looking for volunteers to work 
our two shifts at the register. 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift 
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift 

Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time you can help us.  As a 
bonus, we are also celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Month in November.  The day our volunteers work they 
can purchase all items at half price for the month of November.  New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to 
support Christian Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North Mankato 
and Nicollet.  Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2 You. 

Job Posting – New 2 You is seeking a part-time person to work at the thrift store.  We need someone who can 
work up to 15 hours a week.  You would be helping with donations, sorting, pricing, and other duties to maintain 
the store.  This is a great job for retired people or someone looking for a fun, Christian environment to work in.  
Please contact Christine at 507-385-1455 or send an email to New2YouFamilyThrift@gmail.com if interested.  

Visit us on Facebook @New2YouFamilyThrift 
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Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom 
assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience and a sense 
of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible.  Please call 507-345-7707 or email 
directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com for an application. 

 
Digital resources at Peace – The Gospel Outreach Board wants to let you know of the different types of 
digital resources that Peace is using.  These resources provide multiple opportunities for outreach, as well 
as spiritual encouragement for members.  We pray that these resources will be beneficial to you and to 
people to whom you reach out with the Gospel in the new year. 

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/peacemankato 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNk3WgwmgT67SHFOCIPeJdQ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/peacemankato 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/peacelutherannorthmankato/ 
Sermon Podcast: http://www.anchor.fm/peace-mankato-sermons 
(Sermon podcast is available on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Overcast, PocketCasts, Podbean 
and other services.) 

Access to the Peace App through the Apple App Store: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/peace-
lutheran-north-mankato/id1485749962?ls=1 
Access to the Peace App through the Google App Store: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=io.pushpay.peacemankato 
 
 
 
 

Lutheran Military Support Group AMMO Can Campaign – As Veterans Day approaches, 
Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) is seeking donations in support of our military men, 
women and their families.  LMSG, a partnership of ELS and WELS veterans, is working to grow 
awareness of and bring Christian support to military members and their families in our 
congregations and beyond.  By placing your gift in the AMMO can located in the narthex, you 

are supporting the work of local congregations that are ministering to nearby military families, the WELS 
chaplain program, the MCP (Military Contact Pastor program training and more.  Questions?  Visit 
www.lutheranmilitary.org.  THANK YOU for standing shoulder to shoulder with those serving our nation!! 

 

 

ELS Military Monument Project – As you probably have heard, the goal of this project is to 
construct a beautiful tribute to our veterans on Bethany Lutheran College campus.  The 
monument will serve to honor any and all veterans and ensure that this and future generations 
will be aware of the cost of the freedoms they enjoy as citizens of our great nation through this 
God-pleasing vocation of warrior.  The ELS Military Monument Committee has established a 
Veteran’s Day 2020 through Memorial Day 2021 Matching Funds Challenge.  We invite all donors 
to double the impact of their offering from Nov. 11, 2020 – May 31, 2021.  We already have 

commitments of a $32,600 match and expect in the weeks to come that we will be increasing this amount and 
will announce periodically when the match amount is increased.  These donors are challenging us in the ELS and 
beyond to give to this worthwhile project.  Please consider a generous (tax deductible) contribution to be 
matched dollar for dollar during this designated time period.  (While not part of this match offer, we continue 
to encourage contributions honoring individual veterans with engraved pavers, benches and branch pillars to 
be part of the site.  Ordering information is available on our website: www.els.org/monument) 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran School 
Charger Challenge Giving Back Day a Blessing to All! 

Students and teachers enjoyed the opportunity to show God’s love through service 

projects on Friday, September 25!  Local organizations and members of the 

community were blessed through their gifts:   

• Kindergarten made 36 Mommy and Me Kits to give to Options For Women for their virtual play 

groups! 

• First Grade made 50 birthday bags to give to ECHO food shelf! 

• Second Grade made 26 fall wreaths and packed care packages for nursing home residents! 

• Third Grade made and packed 12 Welcome Bags for Options For Women to give to new clients 

that attend parenting education classes!  In addition, they tied three blankets to donate to The 

REACH, an organization that helps runaway and at-risk teens! 

• Fourth Grade packed 23 Foster Care Bags for children being placed in a new home! 

• Fifth Grade wrote to 113 veterans and packed care packages to 8 members currently serving in 

the armed forces! 

• Sixth Grade wrote to and packed care packages for 20 college students! 

• Seventh Grade put together 12 “Moving Out” baskets for clients of Partners For Affordable 

Housing that are moving into their own place after being homeless! 

• Eighth Grade cut and tied 11 baby blankets to donate to Options For Women! 

 

Thank you, Thrivent Financial, for providing funding for all of our service 

projects!!!  Thank you, Culver’s of North Mankato, for providing ice cream 

sundaes for a special treat!  Thank you to Markeita Tiegs for being our 

photographer for the day!  Thank you to the members of the Charger Challenge 

committee:  Abbie Smith, Sarah Cornish, Kristin Lehne, Annette Schmeling, Heidi 

Graham, Bethany Ferkenstad, Laura Smith, Jess Gunderson, and Kristen Lukasek.  

Also, thank you to Carol Wiechmann for helping organize the pictures from the 

day into a Charger Challenge 2020 video.  And above all, thank you to God the 

Father, from whom all blessings flow.   

We love because He first loved us.  1 John 4:19 

 
Here is the link for the video: 

 Charger_Challenge_2020_1080p.mp4 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GCyTYz0NmmV6Vm2pcgbPR86Vd8gYBkdL/view?usp=drive_web


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 


