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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and
only Son. Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect
joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father,
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth
His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us
worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we
have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN #168 “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”
THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.
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P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
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THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD – The festival of Epiphany focuses on the coming of the
wisemen to see the newborn Christ-child. Sometimes Epiphany has been referred to as
the Christmas for the Gentiles since it is the first time we hear of non-Jewish people
coming to worship Jesus. What a joy to know that he came, not only as the King of the
Jews, but as our king as well.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 60:1-6
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.
2Look, darkness covers the earth,
and deep darkness covers the peoples,
but the LORD will dawn upon you,
and his glory will be seen over you.
3Nations will walk to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4Look up. Look all around and see!
All of them have been gathered. They are coming to you.
Your sons will come from far away,
and people will carry your daughters on their side.
5Then you will look and be radiant.
Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy.
For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.
6Caravans of camels will cover your land,
young camels from Midian and Ephah.
All those from Sheba will come.
They will carry gold and incense,
and they will announce the good news of the praise of the LORD.

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 3:2-12
2Surely

you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for you,
that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already
written briefly). 4When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ. 5This mystery was not made known to people in past
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets. 6This mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel.
7I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. 8To me—even though I am the very least of
3namely,
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all the saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ 9and to enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past
ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10He did this so
that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was done according
to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him we can
freely approach God with confidence through faith in him.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 2:1-12
1After

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men
from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King
of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered
together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where
the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this
was written through the prophet:
6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the
rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my
people, Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly
when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and
worship him.”
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11After they
went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.

A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
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HYMN #199:1-4 “RISE, THOU LIGHT OF GENTILE NATIONS”
SERMON – EPHESIANS 3:2-12

GOD’S GRACE IS EVEN FOR GENTILES

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in all things, at all times,
having all that you need, you will overflow in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

HYMN #163 “O REJOICE, YE CHRISTIAN, LOUDLY”
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EPIPHANY PRAYER
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into
our world to save us from sin and death:
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:
C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation
to those doomed to death.
P: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips
to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:
C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort
those who mourn:
C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song
of triumph.
C: Amen.

THE KYRIE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely
brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN “THE FIRST NOEL”

SING WE ALL NOEL P. 10
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Matt Bindert, Jeff Huber; 2nd – Seth Grabow, Chris Harstad;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, January 3 – 10:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
NO Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
6:00 PM
Board of Education & Gospel Outreach Meetings
7:00 PM
Spiritual Leadership Meeting
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Confirmation Class
Thursday:
6:30 PM
Bible Basics Class
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday:
9:00 AM
Remove Christmas decorations
6:00 PM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
January 13th
Adult Choir practice begins, 7PM.
January 17th
Open Forum, 11:30 AM
February 6th
Usher Training
The funeral service for Polly Browne, who entered the Church
Triumphant on December 28th, was yesterday. Our prayers for comfort
go out to her family and friends.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex. Please stop and pick up yours today.
2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up on the table in the narthex,
next to the Christmas letters from the pastors. If you can’t find yours, please
contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
Bible Basics Class – Thursdays at 6:30pm, beginning in January –
Beginning Thursday, January 7th, at 6:30pm, Pastor Moldstad will be leading
our Bible Basics Class here at Peace. This class meets every week for three months and
covers the central teachings of the Bible. This class is intended for those interested in
membership at Peace or those simply wanting a refresher. If you have any questions
contact: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
14

Remove Christmas Decorations – We are looking for help with taking down our
Christmas decorations and storing them away on Saturday, January 9th, at 9 a.m. If
you are able to volunteer your time it would be greatly appreciated!
Regular choir practice will begin on January 13th, at 7pm. Please email
Rachel Moldstad at rmoldstad@gmail.com if you have any questions or are
interested in joining.
January 17th – Open Forum after 2nd service. Please plan on attending.
Peace General Fund Contribution Update

Bethany Lutheran College is actively searching for an additional Business Professor
and a Computer Systems Specialist in the IT department. More information on both of
these jobs can be found on the BLC website under 'Bethany Jobs'.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVL Sacred Christmas Concert – Postponed to January 6th – MVL's sacred
Christmas concert will be livestreamed on Wednesday, January 6th, at 5pm and at 7pm.
Both concerts will include the same musical groups and the same selections. Please join
us online at mvl.org!
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open – Minnesota Valley
Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission
Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for
more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
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New 2 You Family Thrift
New 2 You has new hours on Saturdays – they will be open 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The hours will still be 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday and closed Sunday and
Monday.
Volunteer opportunity – On Saturday, January 16th, we will be painting the store. We
are having someone paint but will need help with moving and cleaning. We will need help
for certain hours on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, January 16th – 18th. If you can help,
please call the store (507-385-1455) and speak with Jen or Christine for exact times help
is needed.
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