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Divine Service
Sunday — 8:30 & 10:45 AM

May 3, 2015 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to Peace! - The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

Before Worship
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

Prayer of the Day

0O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Children

A Cry-Room is available if your little ones need a moment. It is the first room on the
left as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service.

Facilities
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
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The Divine Service
Lutheran “Chorale”, p. 107

Opening Hymn: #8, “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

The Invocation

P: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve Him as
His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against You and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are
His own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to His will.

C: Amen.

The Gloria Hymn: #35, “All Glory Be to God on High

The Prayer of the Day

C: 0O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love

what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes
of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Service of the Word
The Lesson - Acts 8:26-40

*Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road-- the desert road-
- that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 'S0 he started out, and on his way he
met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,
8and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the
prophet. ®The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."



**Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
"Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.

31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to
come up and sit with him.

*’The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:

"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

3| his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth."

**The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?" **Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture
and told him the good news about Jesus.

®As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said,
"Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be baptized?" *®And he gave orders to stop
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his
way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching
the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

10:45AM Preschool: “ Ho | vy , Hol vy, Hol y ", “Jes

The Epistle - 1 John 3:18-24

¥pear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
®This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts
at rest in his presence 2Wwhenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than
our hearts, and he knows everything.

2IDear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God
2and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do
what pleases him. 2And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. **Those who obey his
commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us:
We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

The Holy Gospel - John 15:1-8

") am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it
will be even more fruitful. *You are already clean because of the word | have
spoken to you. *Remain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
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itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me.

" am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. ®If anyone does not remain in
me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. gl you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory,
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

A Version of the Apostles’ Creed (sung)

| believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’n and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, our Savior, God’s own Son of human birth.
Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did conceive;
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; He’s the God whom | believe!

Crucified, was dead and buried; Down to hell in victory;

From the dead he rose the third day; Up to heav’n triumphantly.
There at God’s right hand he’s ruling, By his will the world is led.
He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the dead.

| believe in God the Spirit, In his Church, his chosen band.

They are joined in sweet communion, Holy in his sight they stand.
| believe in sins forgiven; | believe I'll rise again;

| believe in life eternal. Amen! Amen! Amen!

Sermon Hymn: #312, “Bread of the World
Sermon: John 15:1-8  The True Vine Gives True Life to the Branches

The Offering
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and aroundthe world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(I Corinthians 9:8)

Please fill out the Friendship Register.



The Prayer of the Church

P:

Let us pray for the whole Christian Church on earth, that the Lord would continue to
pour out His Holy Spirit on all nations.

Almighty and everlasting God, by Your Holy Spirit You create saving faith in the
souls of Your people. Continue to fill the hearts of Your faithful people with Your
grace as the Gospel is preached and the sacraments administered.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God the Father, send Your Spirit upon Your faithful people that, by the
proclamation of Your Gospel message, fervent love for one another would increase.
By Your Spirit, empower Your people to abound in works of love toward those in
need.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of the nations, according to Your will, calm the troubled areas of conflict
throughout the world. Remove the threat of terror and anarchy which plague our
planet. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and strife, and
destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and bloodshed. Protect our
military personnel as they work to achieve an end to worldly conflicts. Sustain
them in their time away from family, and guide them to serve with honesty and
integrity.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O merciful Father in heaven, guide all who have authority over us, especially our
President; the Congress of the United States; our Governor; and all who make,
administer, and judge our laws. We humbly pray that these Your servants will fulfill
their civic duties, recognizing that they are Your instruments to care for us and to
promote stability and tranquility in our communities.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord God, visit the homes in which Your people dwell, and keep all harm and
anger far from them. We thank You for the gift of parents, by whom You care for
us. Cause us never to despise or anger our mothers and fathers, but to honor them,
serve and obey them, and love and cherish them.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty and Everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of
the weak, may the prayers of those who are in any tribulation or distress graciously
come before You. Grant that even despite their illnesses, they may rejoice in Your
manifold help and comfort. Graciously abide with those who mourn the loss of
loved ones. Comfort them with Your certain promise of a joyful reunion in heaven
for all those who die in the faith.



C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

(intercession for special needs may be made at this time.)

P: Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Grant us Your peace, O Lord! Amen!

The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen! Amen! Amen!

The Closing Hymn: Choir, “What God Ordains Is Always Gdod

What God ordains is always good: His will is just and holy.

As He directs my life for me, | follow meek and lowly.

My God indeed in ev'ry need knows well how He will shield me;
To Him, then, | will yield me.

What God ordains is always good: He is my friend and Father;

He suffers naught to do me harm though many storms may gather.
Now | may know both joy and woe; someday | shall see clearly
That He has loved me dearly.

What God ordains is always good: This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, | shall not be forsaken.

| fear no harm, for with His arm, He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God | yield me.

© Copyright 2013 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net A-721927.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Adult Choir; Preschool Children; Accompanist: Amanda Madson; Violin: Ben Schultz;
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers; Cover artwork: Don Moldstad.

To God be the Glory!
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Announcements

Parents of Sunday School children - The Sunday School Children will
" " be singing next Sunday, May 10" at the 10:45 service.

CROSSED is meeting tonight from 6:15 to 8:30. We hope you’ll use this time
to connect with God and connect with others. Teens in grades 7-12 are
invited to join in the faith, fun, and fellowship time. Be prepared to get
messy. Bring a sweatshirt for the bonfire in case it gets chilly. This is our last
CROSSED of the school year.

FREE - The Mankato Free Press Sunday papers are on the table in the
entryway. If you would like to have one, please pick one up as you leave.

- Softball season is here! Peace plays tomorrow evening at Caswell Park, N.
Q\éz/ Mankato, on field 5 @ 6:15pm. Please come and cheer on our
({ team! After the game there will be a cookout at the park. WE‘““‘”‘%
Everyone is invited. There are copies of this season’s softball
schedule on the bulletin board if you would like to have one. There is also a
schedule included in the May Newsletter.

a0 Solid Grounds Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 9:00AM. Everyone is invited
% to attend!

Jesus' Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have been planting seeds for spring.
We also have been enjoying the warm weather and playing outside. We are
continuing our healthy food discussion to teeth health with brushing, flossing
and visiting the dentist. We will enjoy a field trip this week to Edenvale
Nursery and the Children’s Museum. If you would like to join us for a discussion with
Anita Smith on “How to talk to my kids about. . . .” Please join us before the field trip
on Wednesday, May 6. (8:00-9:15 a.m. or 12:15- 1:15 p.m.) We also will have
parent/teacher consultations on Thursday and Friday. If you would like information
concerning next year’s classes please call Joslyn at 385-7752.

A
S Wednesday evening services will not resume until May 20™.

WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Tg“T'}}'E" “%’m A special thank you to the choir members, accompanist Amanda Madson,

all the instrumentalists, and director Susan Lepak for the beautiful music
this past year!




HELPING CAN YOU HELP? At Music and More on May 31%, we plan to serve
refreshments after the event to provide opportunity for attendees to socialize
and speak with the performers. We are looking for a coordinator to oversee

HANDs this effort, and we also will need volunteers to provide refreshments, help

with set-up, serving and clean-up. If you can fill any of these roles, please contact Susan

Lepak (386-0853; salepak@hotmail.com) or Amanda Madson (345-5912). Thank you.

; PIANO BENCH FOR SALE - Recently, Peace acquired a new bench for the

sanctuary piano, one that is adjustable, sturdier and larger, and therefore

more adaptable to a wider range of use. The bench was purchased with extra

monies from the new piano fundraiser of a few years ago.. The bench that
came with the piano is now for sale. If you’re interested, contact Susan Lepak at 386-
8853 or salepak@hotmail.com for details.

STy, The Moms On a Mission group would like to thank the congregation for

S ¥ their donations at our bake sale last Sunday. We raised almost $400 to be

put towards our next session's childcare expenses. Your generosity is
. greatly appreciated. To God be the Glory!

oy Save the Date for VBS at Peace!!!!! June 17-19 (Wednesday through Friday)

,} from 9AM-2PM, children ages 4 through those going into sixth grade are invited
<=2 to participate in Camp Discovery at Peace. Continue to watch the bulletin for
| [} more information and details on how you can be a part of VBS 2015.

§7ﬂ ”ff’ Camp Indianhead, July 5-10. Cost is $270. The forms are available on
£ the bulletin board in the narthex. Registration deadline is June 7,

gféﬂg&” LYA 2015 - Register online at www.els.org/youth. Cost is $300.
ol Registration closes on June 30",

L%  Please pick up the May Newsletter & Calendar. They are on the stand by the
"~ office door.

property, or if you have any questions about having a garden here,

ME If anyone is interested in having a garden plot on the church
é“’“‘ please contact Jim Howson at 507-384-1030.

oy To watch our services, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
\i.7%  service will start automatically when it is live (Sunday’s at 8:30AM). For
vontrakea recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose

VACATION . .
momciuren - Which service you want to watch.

s
G Last week at Peace: Divine Worship 316
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Syttende Mai Smorgasbord - Sunday, May 17, 2015, 4:00-8:00pm at
. - Norseland Lutheran Church. Meatballs, potatoes, ham, cheese, herring,

baked beans, potato salad, lefse, fresh fruit, lefse, dark breads, remmegrgt,
. - rice pudding, yiftas, and Norwegian cookies. Adults: $13; Children 6-12: $3;
Under 6: Free. Norseland Lutheran Church is handicap accessible and is located
approximately 8 miles northwest of St. Peter on State Highway 22.

Mt. Olive Head Cook Position Open: This is a part-time position, 25-30 hours per week
that offers a competitive hourly wage, free lunches and summers off. Although not
required, the ideal candidate would possess some experience in the food industry.
Organizational and multi-tasking skills, patience with children and a willingness to train
are a must. The position will start in mid-April, with training provided by the current
head cook. Also seeking an assistant to the head cook, which is 15-20 hours per week
and a start date of late August. If interested in either of these opportunities, please
contact Mt. Olive at 345-7927, or email Principal Larry Rude at
l[rude@mtolivelutheran.org.

Mt. Olive Lutheran School is seeking an After-School Care Coordinator to oversee the
K-8 program from approximately 2:15-5:15 on school days. This part-time position
involves minimal administrative duties, which would include scheduling and over-seeing
all After School Care staff, with the primary focus on keeping the children safe, calm and
occupied. If interested, please contact Mt. Olive at 345-7927 or email Principal Rude at
l[rude@mtolivelutheran.org.

Bethany Lutheran College Events

Monday, May 4 at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel - August Jeske presents his senior Voice
Recital, accompanied by Bethel Balge.

Wednesday, May 6 at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel - BLC's String Band and Chapel Brass
ensembles present their spring Instrumental Festival concert.

Wednesday, May 27 at 7 p.m. in Trinity Chapel - Choir Tour Homecoming Concert - 87
student musicians in the BLC Concert Choir, Mary Martha Singers, and Handbell Choir,
directed by Dennis Marzolf and Ann Fredrickson, will sing (and ring) in the final concert
of their choir tour to Missouri, Texas, Oklahoma and lowa. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend. A free will offering will be received.

Summer Honor Choir Camp applications for current 9-12™ graders are on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Camp is June 20-25" at Bethany Lutheran College and is directed
by Dennis Marzolf. Early applications are encouraged. Application deadline is June 5,
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