
 

 

 
 
 

 

    “Mr. Chairman, I move we take over 
the school.”  That motion, made by Rev. 
George Gullixson, Sr. of Chicago at the 
1927 Synod meeting, held in Lime Creek 
Lutheran Church, Lake Mills, IA, turned 
out to be one of the most important 
motions made and passed at any annual 
convention of the fledgling synod.  After 
a heated and animated discussion, the 
motion was passed 33 to 21, with 2 
abstentions.  And the remarkable thing 
was that the majority of those for or 
against the motion closed ranks and 
went home to their respective 
congregations, determined to raise the 
funds to make the 
purchase of Bethany 
College a reality. 
     But now some 
background to that 
memorable motion 
referred to above.  The 
founders of the “Little 
Norwegian Synod” had 
from the beginning realized that the 
acquisition of a school of higher learning 
was essential to maintaining the synod as 
a “viable and functioning church body.”  
In the early 1900’s a group of pastors and 
laymen from the Synodical Conference 
had organized as the Evangelical 
Lutheran Education Association.  In 1911 
that organization founded Bethany 
Ladies College in Mankato, and in 1912 
constructed the original buildings on 
McMahon Hill.  The institution struggled 
financially, until in 1925 it faced 
bankruptcy and needed to sell the 

property.  The property was offered to 
the ELS for $126,000 at its 1925 
convention.  The synod declined the 
offer, stating that “it could not on such 
quick notice make a decision of such 
magnitude.” 
     But interest in the purchase of the 
college did not evaporate into thin air.  A 
group of ELS pastors and laymen, 
numbering more than 100, formed an 
organization called the Bethany Lutheran 
College Association.   The sale price of 
the college, in one year’s time, had come 
down to $90,000.  And with $20,000 
already having been collected by this 

newly formed 
organization, the 
purchase of the college 
was officially made by 
the BLCA on April 21st, 
1926.  At the time 
there were a couple of 
other groups interested 
in purchasing the 

college, including the Roman Catholic 
Church.  What may have hastened the 
BLCA’s decision to buy the college was a 
phone call from Pastor Gullixson’s 
daughter, a student at Bethany at the 
time, informing her father that she had 
seen some nuns in the Bethany kitchen 
counting the silverware.  Yes, “God 
moves in a mysterious way, His wonders 
to perform!”   
     Some interesting stories have been 
told   about   the  fund  raising   that  took  
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Built on the Rock – A Heroic Effort: BLC 
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place for the purchase of the college.  One such 
story comes out of northern Iowa, where one of 
our pastors, out collecting for Bethany, stopped at 
the home of a successful farmer member.  Looking 
over the farmer’s shoulder as he was making out 
his check, the pastor noticed that he was going to 
make it out for $100 and said: ‘Why don’t you add 
another zero.”  And as the story goes, the farmer 
complied.  
     By 1929, the year of the many bank failures in 
our country, the price for the college had dropped 
to $75,000.  That came about when the education 
association that had sold the property to the synod 
said it would reduce the $30,000 that was 
scheduled to be paid over several years, to $15,000 
if that amount was paid in cash immediately.  The 
deal   was   struck.      Finally,   at   the  1944   synod  

 

 

 

 

convention it was announced that “the synod’s 
debt on the college is now covered.” 
     Dr. S.C. Ylvisaker, who served as president of 
Bethany from 1930-1950, said in his report to the 
1946 Synod convention: “It may be said without 
any hesitancy that no better provisions could be 
made for character training than those which our 
Christian schools have at their disposal: the Gospel 
itself, the instruction and example of Christian 
teachers, the force of Christian companionship.  
Instead of subjecting our young people to the 
confusion of many voices in the educational world 
about us today, let us learn to prize only more and 
more what God has given us in our Bethany and 
our Christian schools.”  And to that we say, a half 
century later: “No truer words were ever spoken!” 

     nam 

 

 

 

Do You Need a Vacation?  
 
In the 1970s the Florida 
Department of Tourism ran a 
series of TV commercials that 
tried to convince people to make 
the “Sunshine State” a vacation 
destination.  The commercials 
depicted people in various 
everyday scenes of hectic life—
work piling up, kids arguing in the back seat of the 
car, a taxi not stopping for a rain-soaked couple—
and the statement, “I need it bad” to express the 
frazzled person’s desire to get away from it all.  

Vacations have not always been a part of our 
culture.  Even within the past couple of centuries, 
vacations were something that only the wealthy 
could take.  In the U.S., vacations became more and 
more popular with the increase of car ownership.  
Nowadays everyone expects to be able to take a 
vacation, and many jobs provide paid vacation time 
for their employees.  

Perhaps you’re still planning on getting your family 
vacation in before school starts up again later this 
month.  Perhaps you’ve already had your time away 
this summer and are now looking forward to your 

next trip away.  Vacations are a 
great time to leave behind all the 
regular cares and concerns of life, 
relaxing someplace away from 
home so that you can “recharge 
your batteries.”  What if you could 
take a vacation every week?  That 
would be crazy, right?  Not at all. 

When you go to church, that’s a time for you to 
relax and recharge for the week ahead.  At that 
worship service, God comes to you and takes away 
all that has been weighing you down, all your sins 
and worries and cares.  God’s Son, Jesus, came to 
this world for that very purpose: to give us rest. He 
took our sins on himself and died on the cross for 
us.  Through believing in him, our sins are gone. We 
have true rest! 

In that old commercial for Florida tourism, the 
featured line was, “When you need it bad, we’ve got 
it good.”  How true that is about coming to church.  
We all need it bad, and Jesus gives us everything 
that is good.  See you soon as we vacation at church 
together. 

Board for Home Outreach 

The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 

another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.  

 

Our Mission 



 

 
The Annual General Voters’ Meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on June 29, 2014, at Peace and called 
to order by President Woller. Voting members present were: Eric Woller, Matthew Riehl, Phillip Lepak, Brad 
Wosmek, Norman Madson, Todd Olsen, Jon Moldstad, Scott Trautman, Paul Madson, Ted Manthe, Nick 
Peters, Philip Wels, Adie Harstad, Chris Harstad, Marc Flygare, Keith Wiederhoeft, Jason Dewitt, Ryan Lussky, 
Derek Harstad, Matt Lukasek, Paul Fries, John Moldstad, Mike Madson. 

Meeting opened with prayer at 10:16 a.m. 

ü Minutes from Voters Meetings 6/23/13 and 7/14/13 – Approved.  

ü Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig) 
¶ Summarize church growth and plan for future. 

ü Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Paul Wold)  
¶ Growth continues, Music offerings during services have increased, Worship times were changed which 

evened out attendance at early and late services, Audio and Video system allows streaming of services 
and uploads of HQ video to Vimeo, Wednesday evening services have continued for a year, the VBS 
earlier this month was a success with about 80 children, a survey on Ministry Needs was distributed 
and the results were forwarded to the building committee.  

ü Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Nick Peters) 
¶ Easter door hangers were distributed to all homes in North Mankato, Outdoor services have been 

scheduled for the third Sunday of June, July, and August; the message board in front of the church is 
kept up-to-date. 

ü Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Ted Manthe) 
¶ Sunday School averaged 35 students, Crossed was 7-10, Preschool has 44 enrolled for fall, we may 

need a second assistant teacher. 

ü Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Brian Koch)  
¶ Offerings for 2013-2014: Actual ~320,000; Budget: $335,000. Preschool: Actual $53,851; Budget: 

45,000.  Total Income: Actual 385,290; Budget: 394,130.  Expenses: Actual: $ 201,600; Budget: 
$197,385.  A $6000 shortfall was realized. 

ü Property Management (Coordinator ~ Jim Howson)  
¶ Roof leaking has been taken care of.  Workgroups established which has proven very successful; an 

unexpected issue with light bulbs arose because the bulbs needed for our lights are no longer 
manufactured and a suitable substitute has not been made available. 

ü Building Committee - Consists of Todd Olsen, Tim Paulsen, Jim Howson, Karen Tetzloff, Joni Wiederhoeft.  

ü Old Business  
¶ None. 

ü New Business 
¶ Ratify membership changes for the past year:  MMSP 
¶ Resolution made to validate 2013 Elections: MMSP 
¶ Resolution to proceed with voters meeting 2014 despite late presentation of nominee names: MMSP 
¶ Elections: 

V Vice President: Chris Harstad (3 year term) 
V Secretary: Matthew Riehl (3 year term) 
V Spiritual Leadership Board: Paul Fries (2 year term) 
V Stewardship Board Chairman: Brian Koch (3 year term) 

¶ Budget 2014-15: Discussion to explain/clarify changes was held.  Motion was made to adopt budget as 
presented.  Seconded and passed. 

¶ Music Coordinator position: Motion to approve creating the position of Music Coordinator made, 
seconded and passed (Phil Lepak abstained from voting).  

ü The president and council thanked Paul Wold for his years of service. 

ü Adjourn at 11:30 a.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, Matthew Riehl, Secretary 
MM = Motion Made 
MMS = Motion Made Seconded 
MMSP = Motion Made Seconded Passed 
MMCC = Mission and Ministry Coordinating Council 

 

Annual General Voters’ Meeting Minutes – June 29, 2014 

 



 

 
 

The Mission & Ministry Coordination Council (MMCC) meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on July 15, 2014, 
at Peace and called to order by President Woller. Council members present were: Eric Woller – President, Chris 
Harstad – Vice President, Paul Fries – Spiritual Leadership, Nick Peters – Gospel Outreach, Ted Manthe – Christian 
Education, Brian Koch – Stewardship, Jim Howson – Property Management. Absent and excused: Pastor Hartwig. 

ü Announcements - None. 

ü Agenda – Agenda was approved.  

ü Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approved.  

ü Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig) 
¶ No report. 

ü Coordinators Reports - Motion to approve reports, seconded, passed. 

ü Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Paul Fries)  
¶ One gain in membership (Philip Wels). 419 souls, 305 communicants, voters, 142. 
¶ In June, there were 9 regular services (5 Sunday, 4 Wednesday), 222 average attendance, 18 Wednesdays. 

321 communed.  

ü Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Nick Peters) 
¶ Picnic scheduled for Sunday, July 20th, after the outdoor service.  Seeking games and activities. 

ü Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Ted Manthe) 
¶ No Report. 
¶ Opening for Sunday school Coordinator. 

ü Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Brian Koch)  
¶ End of fiscal year numbers are not finalized yet. 

ü Property Management (Coordinator ~ Jim Howson)  
¶ Todd Olsen will chair the building committee. 

ü Old Business  
¶ PTO policy: More research is needed.  We will request a copy of the personnel policies from King of 

Grace in Golden Valley, and continue the discussion. 
¶ Kitchen usage request: A request was made to make the space in the kitchen more available for food 

prep and storage.  Request to purchase one or two stainless steel tables with a shelf, and a larger 
refrigerator.  In addition, more highchairs and booster seats are needed.  Request will be delegated to 
Property Management and Christian Education (since the Health Department may inspect the 
kitchen/facilities for the preschool). 

ü New Business 
¶ Sunday School Director: Duties included calling Sunday School teachers, Opening the Sunday School 

each week, coordinating the Christmas Program with Pastor, and helping the Christian Education Board 
in various matters.  One nominee is suggested (Matt Lukasek). 

ü Next council meeting – (Picnic Meeting) August 21 (Thursday) @ 6:30 pm; location TBD.  

ü Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully Submitted, Matthew Riehl, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, August 17 th , will be an outdoor worship service (weather permitting), 
followed by lawn games, activities for kids and a potluck brunch.  Please bring a dish to 
pass.  Peace will provide beverages.   

Remember to bring lawn chairs and/or blankets to sit on.  If you have 
any lawn games that you would like to play, please bring those, also, for 
after the service. 

MM = Motion Made 
MMS = Motion Made Seconded 
MMSP = Motion Made Seconded Passed 
MMCC = Mission and Ministry Coordinating Council 

 

Council Meeting Minutes – July 15, 2014 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Jesusõ Lambs at Peace Preschool joins our area Christian Day Schools with the theme from Psalm 27:11.  

òTeach me your way, O Lord; lead me in a straight path because of our oppressors.ó  We as parents and 

grandparents recognize the great challenges we have against a world which daily strives to remove the 
Christian faith from our families.  At Jesusõ Lambs at Peace Preschool each day centers around the word 

of God through Bible Stories, prayers, hymns and a weekly chapel message from Pastor Hartwig.  This 

daily use of Godõs word begins, as well as makes stronger, the faith of little children.  This was 
emphasized in the final good-bye of a graduating preschooler who said, òMrs. Moldstad, I will always 

remember that I donõt get to heaven by what I do, but through Jesus!ó 

Our year ended with a picnic at Sibley Park.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We will begin our eleventh preschool year with a BACK -TO-SCHOOL PICNIC  on 
Tuesday, August 19, from 6-8 p.m.   If you are a member of Peace and would like to 

volunteer to bring food, cook, help serve, help at our Registration Table or help with clean-
up, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.  This is a delightful event and we hope it will be enjoyed 

by you as well! 

Our school year begins on Tuesday, September 2 and Wednesday, September 3.  Please keep us in 
your prayers as we begin another year, under Godõs grace.   

 

New 2 You Family Thrift  

1838 Commerce Drive, N.  Mankato  

Phone Number: 385-1455 

Monday: 9:30am to 7:00pm  

Tuesday through Friday: 9:30am to 5:00pm  

Saturday: 10:00am to 3:00pm 

Donation Drop Off times  

Monday through Friday: 9:30am to 4: 00pm 

Saturday: 10:00am to 2:00pm 

*Part-time volunteer hours available* 

 

To watch the live services : 
go to www.els.name/streaming or 
www.facebook.com/peacemankato.  
The service will start automatically  
when it is live. (9:00am in the summer) 

To watch recorded servi ces:  
go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato  
and you can choose which service you  
want to watch. 

Congratulations!  

to Carol & Matt Wiechmann on the birth of 

their daughter, Grace Sky Edna, on June 30
th

!  

Grace was baptized at Peace on July 2
nd

. 

http://www.els.name/streaming
http://www.facebook.com/peacemankato
http://www.vimeo.com/peacemankato


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES & EVENTS 

 

August 10
th
 ð More fun on Madison Lake from 11:30 ð 

4:30pm.  

   All youth in 7
th
 through 12

th
 grade are invited to 

attend CROSSED!  

The fall schedule for CROSSED will be out soon.  Watch 

for more information in the bulletins & the CROSSED 

Facebook page.  If you would like to receive 

information via your e -mail or phone, please give that 

information to the office, Josh or Matt & Carol.  

Any questions, call Josh Mayer at 402-517-5468. 

The following was taken from óMartin 
Lutherôs Little Instruction Bookô: 

NO MORE BOOKS 

òI would indeed consent to have 

all my books perish; for I have 

sought nothing with them but to 

bring to light Holy Scripture and 

the divine truth.ó 

®            ®            ® 

  

 

 

Volunteers Sought   

Peace is looking for volunteers to run 
the new video equipment for worship 
services. If you can help, please get in 
touch with Paul Fries (507-381-6807; 
paul.fries@blc.edu).  
 

Just a reminder  of the option you have of using “electronic 
giving” for making your regular church offerings. Contributions 
can be debited automatically from your checking or savings 
account or processed using your credit or debit card. The 
electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much 
needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 
need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. 
And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you 
from attending services, this program will allow your weekly 
offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

If you think you might be interested, please contact either Karen 
Wold or Keith Wiederhoeft for a “Frequently Asked Questions” 
flyer.  It is now possible for you to set it up yourself by going to 
our website, www.peacemankato.org, clicking on the “Give 
now” box and putting in your information.  You can choose how 
often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 

Are you unable to care for your 
feet? Your church home is offering 
a service to help you care for your 
feet and toenails. By appointment, 
a registered nurse, using sanitary 
equipment, will soak and wash 
your feet, trim toenails, and finish 
with a lotion foot massage. If the 
nurse feels further medical 
attention is needed, she may 
suggest an appointment with your 
health care provider. This service is 
free; however, donations will be 
accepted to go to a church cause. 
For more information, or to set up 
an appointment, please call Amy Jo 
Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

Fall -Spring Worship Schedule 
Begins August 24 

Worship Services 

8:30 & 10:45 AM   

Begins September 7
th
  

Sunday School & Bible Class 

9:45 AM  

http://www.peacemankato.org/
mailto:paul.fries@blc.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Serving the month of August 

Altar/Communion preparation 
10th Terri Fries & Karen Wold 

24th
 Danielle Geistfeld & Beka Matthes 

Communion Assistants 

 9:00am   

10th Jason DeWitt  

 8:30am  10:45am 

24th  
 Paul Wold David Ring 

Ushers 

 9:00am  

3rd 
Nick Peters 
Tom Schulz 

 

10th 
Derek Harstad 
Jacob Howson 

 

17th
 

Scott Johnston 
Ron Lorensberg 

Outdoor service 

 8:30am 10:45am 

24th
 

John Tetzloff 
Keith Wiederhoeft 

Ryan Lussky 
Derick Lyngholm 

31st 
Joel Brude 
Jason Loe 

Steve Matthes 
Ben Moldstad 

Counters 
1

st
 Sunday: Brian Koch & Todd Olsen  

2
nd

 Sunday: Orrin Ausen & Brad Wosmek 
3

rd
 Sunday: Danielle Geistfeld & Chris Harstad  

4
th
 Sunday: Rhonda Geving & Matt Riehl 

5
th
 Sunday: Karen Wold & TBD 

  Anniversaries:  
 

Andy & Margaret Madson 8/02/59 55 years 
James & Anne Huckaby 8/02/03 11 years 
Dan & Katie Ruiz 8/04/12 2 years 
Ron & Jeanne Lorensberg 8/06/00 14 years 
Peter & Alisha Schuch 8/08/03 11 years 
Chris & Dani Merritt 8/12/89 25 years 
Rob & Julie Paulsen 8/12/95 19 years 
Eric & Laura Harstad 8/12/00 14 years 
James & Debra Howson 8/18/95 19 years 
Keith & Joni Wiederhoeft 8/22/81 33 years 
Scott & Stephanie Johnston 8/24/96 18 years 
Alan & Karina Clennon 8/27/11 3 years 
 

Congratulations!  
May the Lord continue to bless you  

and may your Christian marriage serve as an inspiration 
to others. 

 

 

 
 

Austin Olsen 8/04 13 years old 
Jakob Theiste 8/12 9 years old 
Aria Jordan 8/13 12 years old 
Roman Lundsten 8/15 2 years old 
Leah Simmons 8/17 8 years old 
William Brown 8/21 12 years old 
Chloe Theiste 8/24 8 years old 
Eva Huckaby 8/31 7 years old 
 

Also – Marilyn Paulsen, Ryan Geving,  
Robert Paulsen, Eric Woller, Pamela Westman, 
Karina Clennon, Jaimee Goebel, Katy Meister, 

Walter Beinke, Stephen Sielaff,  
Katherine Botten, Kirsten Loe, Annie Williams, 

Richard Kammer, Amy Jo Reiner,  
Kelsie Wagner, Cody Johnston, Ryan Bolte, 
Zachary Herd, Thomas Schulz, Abigail Lecy, 

Janeen Schultz, Owen Richardson, Ted Manthe, 
Carla DeWitt, Lois Fenger, Kay Miller,  

Kathy Petersen, Paul Fries, Katie Hartwig, 
Kristi Ringen. 

May the Lord bless you, 
 today and always. 

Happy 

Birthday!  

Prayer Requests 
Pastor Hartwig is happy to receive 

prayer requests. Please contact him 

at 507-382-6826 or e-mail him at 

pastorhartwig@gmail.com  

Love & Respect pocket reminders 
are on Karen’s desk.   

Please stop and pick one (or more) up.  
Share them with family and friends. 

mailto:pastorhartwig@gmail.com

