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JANUARY 28, 2018

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, You know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often
stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FOR THE CHILDREN
A Cry-Room is available if your little ones need a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 2, p. 60

OPENING HYMN: #67 “PRAISE MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O Most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His onlybegotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe
on His name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them
His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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THE LESSON – DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20
15The LORD

your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your brother Israelites. Listen to him.
16That is exactly what you asked from the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of
the assembly. You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the LORD my God anymore,
and do not let me see this great fire again, or I will die.”
17Then the LORD said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. 18I will
raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my
words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that I command him.
19Anyone who will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I
myself will call him to account. 20Any prophet who presumes to speak something in
my name that I have not commanded him to speak or who speaks something in the
name of other gods—that prophet shall die.”

THE EPISTLE – 1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13
1Now

concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone supposes that he knows
something, he does not yet know the way he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves
God, this person has been known by him.
4So, concerning the eating of food from idol sacrifices, we know that an idol is not
anything real in the world and that there is no God but one. 5Indeed, even if there
are so-called “gods,” whether in the heavens or on earth (as in fact there are many
“gods” and many “lords”), 6nevertheless for us there is one God—the Father, from
whom all things exist, and we exist for him—and one Lord—Jesus Christ, through
whom all things exist, and we exist through him.
7However, that knowledge is not in everyone. Instead some, who are still affected
by their former habit with the idol, eat the food as something sacrificed to an idol,
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.
8Food will not bring us closer to God. We do not lack anything if we do not eat,
nor are we better off if we do. 9And be careful that this right of yours does not
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if someone sees you, a person
who has knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of this man,
weak as he is, be emboldened to eat food from an idol sacrifice? 11You see, the weak
person is being destroyed by your knowledge—the brother for whose sake Christ
died! 12And when you sin in this way against your brothers and wound their weak
conscience, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food causes my brother to sin, I will
never eat meat again, so that I do not cause my brother to sin.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news.
Alleluia. (Luke 4:18a cf. NIV)
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THE ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany is written in the 1st chapter
of the Gospel according to St. Mark, beginning at the 21st verse.

THE GOSPEL – MARK 1:21-28
21Then

they went into Capernaum.
On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.
22They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has
authority and not as the experts in the law. 23Just then there was a man with an
unclean spirit in their synagogue. It cried out, 24“What do we have to do with you,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One
of God!”
25Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of him!”
26The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a
loud voice, it came out of him. 27Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss
this with each other. They said, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He
even commands the unclean spirits, and they obey him!” 28News about him spread
quickly through all the region of Galilee.
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P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
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Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life of the world to come. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN: #420 “BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS”
THE SERMON: 1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13

SET APART IN CHRIST –
USE YOUR FREEDOM FOR GOOD

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
Proverbs 3:9

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the
ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; and now we praise You
that You sent us Your only-begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as a
Man, You manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #328 “SOUL, ADORN THYSELF WITH GLADNESS”
#470 “O GOD, OUR FAITHFUL GOD”
THE NUNC DIMITTIS
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

P: Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
these salutary gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through them in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God, now and forever.
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN #593 “ON MY HEART IMPRINT THINE IMAGE”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Nikki Basel; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday
Sunday:

10:45 AM
Noon
3:00 PM
4:00 PM
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 AM
9:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM

Important upcoming events:
January
February 3 & 10
February 11

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
CROSSED Youth Group
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Open Forum and Voter’s meeting
Youth Choir Rehearsal
High School Choir Rehearsal
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Catechism class
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Financial Peace University
Men’s Bible Study at Happy Chef
Usher Training
Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
CROSSED Youth Group
Divine Service
Group 3 – Refreshments; Group 1 – Greeters
Usher Training, 9:00 AM
Sunday School Children sing at 10:45 service

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”
Please pick up your 2018 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
Today, January 28th – Open Forum and Voter’s meeting after 2nd service.
A pizza lunch will be served before the Forum. Please plan on attending.
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Usher Training – February 3rd & 10th at 9:00am. Current ushers and those who
want to be, please plan to attend one of the meetings. We are looking for more
men to serve in this capacity. Important information will be shared concerning
new ushering practices in our new space. Please contact Pastor Hartwig and let him know
that you will be in attendance.
Older Youth Choir Director Needed - This year past year we’ve had a
great turn out for youth choir, so much so that we’ve had to divide the
students into two sections, K to 2nd graders and 3rd to 8th graders. Anna
Tecken is serving as our director for the K to 2nd graders. Currently Katie Hartwig is
serving as the director for the 3rd to 8th graders, but is looking for a replacement. Youth
Choir meets on Mondays at 3pm. If you are able and willing to serve as a youth choir
director please contact Katie Hartwig at 507-382-7566.
Congregation Night for MVL Boys Basketball – Friday February 9th against New
Ulm Cathedral High School. The C Squad game starts at 4:45, the Junior Varsity
game at 6:00pm, followed immediately by the Varsity game at 7:00. Complimentary
tickets are on the secretary’s desk and can be picked up there. Your ticket not only gets
you into the game, it entitles you to a half-time treat courtesy of MVL's Mission
Advancement Office. Simply hold onto your ticket after entering the game and present it
at the table outside the gym doors at halftime for your complimentary treat.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool announces our Annual Open House on
Tuesday, March 20, 6-8 p.m. There will be crafts, face-painting, math and
science activities, games and food. If you would like to help, please call Joslyn at
385-7752. If you would like to register your child for a certain spot or day, be sure to
register or call early. Our preschool will be putting on the play, Oobleck by Dr. Seuss in
the month of March. If you have 2 toy trumpets, a violin, 2 large bells, small green gloves,
3 nerf guns, a mailbag, milk bottles and a police hat please call or bring what you have to
the preschool room. Please label your things. These will be used as props for our play!
Snow Removal Help - This winter has been filled with lots of snow and we haven’t
always been able to keep up with snow removal on the sidewalks here at church.
If you are willing help with snow removal this winter please sign up in the entryway. We
are planning to use to list to contact individuals for snow removal when help is needed.
If you have any questions contact Matt Bindert at matthew.bindert@zieglercat.com.
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions with
a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook and
YouTube. If you follow Peace Lutheran Church or the ELS on Facebook, you may
already see these videos in your feed. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you
probably know them.) We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and will soon offer an option to receive these devotions in email form.
Visit PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
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The Board of Directors for New 2 You Family Thrift met and approved
the disbursement of $1,000 for Peace from the profits made in the 4th Quarter
of 2017. The Board would like to extend a warm Thank You for everyone that
makes New 2 You possible, from all of the volunteers that work at the store to everyone
that donates items to the store. It takes lots of effort from so many to make this possible.
There is still a need for more volunteer hours, especially during the winter months. If
anyone has a couple hours to help out please reach out to store manager, Brenda
Spangenberg. The phone number to call is (507) 385-1455.
Last week at Peace: Sunday 481
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $5,060.72
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30 service.

Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
Today, as the ELS observes its centennial, the synod consists of 17,000
members in 131 congregations. But prior to 1917, the synod consisted of
150,522 souls in 986 congregations. At that time, the Synod also
operated one college, one teacher-training school, one seminary, twelve
academies (high schools), four orphans’ homes, three old-people’s
homes, two hospitals, and a publishing house.
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Bethany Lutheran College (Mankato, MN) welcomes applications for a Computer
Science Faculty member for their new Computer Science major. This Faculty member
will play a critical role in further defining the study of computing at Bethany as well as
growing the program for their students. A complete position description and application
instructions can be found at https://www.blc.edu/employment .

Events at Bethany Lutheran College
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES – Coach Carl Lemke (2011 MN State HS Coach of the Year) will be
speaking to the Bethany Christian Athletes on Tues., Jan. 30th, 7PM in the SFC classroom.
Carl started his teaching career at Mt. Olive Luth. School. His St. Croix football team has
won the Class 3-A Championship in 2011 & 2013. Everyone is invited to attend.
Feb. 2, 3, 9, 10 at 7:30 p.m., Feb. 4, 10 at 2:00 p.m. in Lee Theater, YFAC: Oklahoma! by
Rodgers & Hammerstein. The box office is open now for orders 24/7 at theatre.blc.edu
and phone orders at 507-344-7374 weekdays from 1-5 pm. The show will sell out, so
reserve your tickets now!
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The Peace/Mt. Olive Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) bible study is
getting ready to begin again! For our Spring 2018 session, we are offering a
morning M.O.M.s study AND an evening M.O.M.s study! Morning M.O.M.s
group will again be Wednesday mornings at Mt. Olive, and childcare will be
provided. Evening M.O.M.s group will be the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month
at Mt. Olive, and there will not be childcare. The M.O.M.s study is for all mothers to
gather, support, and strengthen each other in our vocation as moms. You are invited to
join the study that works for your schedule! New moms welcome at any time!
Morning M.O.M.s Study:
Evening M.O.M.s Study:
Wednesdays, 8:40-10am (can drop
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm,
children off in childcare at 8:10),
beginning Feb. 13
beginning Feb. 7
Where:
Moms in Mt. Olive’s Social Hall
Fireside Room at Mt. Olive
(children in cry room or gym)
Topic:
Part 3 of Veith’s book, Family
Part 3 of Veith’s book, Family
Vocation, a study on God’s calling in
Vocation, a study on God’s
Childhood
calling in Childhood
Contact: Kristen Lukasek- 507-382-7963 or
Thalia Londgren- 612-382-5684
mattlukasek@yahoo.com
or thalia.pollard@blc.edu
Participants will need a copy of the book, Family Vocation, by Gene Veith, Jr. and Mary
Moerbe. You can purchase the book online at Amazon, at the Bethany Bookstore, or
email Kristen Lukasek if this is not feasible for you. New moms wishing to join, please
email the appropriate contact so we can have study guides prepared for you!
When:

MOMs Bible Study Child Care
WOULD YOU LIKE TO EARN A LITTLE EXTRA CASH?
Looking for: A few reliable childcare workers to supervise young children while their
moms participate in Bible Study.
When: Wednesday Mornings from 8:00-10:00am, February 7th – April 25th.
Where: Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
Responsibilities: Read Bible stories, sing songs, supervise activities and play time, and
feed provided snack.
This is a paid position.
*Must pass State of MN background check
Contact: Emily Peters (emmykf@hotmail.com)
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