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Divine Service
Sunday – 8:30 AM

FEBRUARY 18, 2018

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our
ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in Your
Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite Three, page 88

HYMN: #249 “FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT”
THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION OF SINS
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
C: His mercy endures forever.
P: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy Your holy name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins:
C: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Maker of all things, Judge of the world:
We confess that we have sinned against Your divine majesty
by thought, word and deed,
provoking Your wrath against us.
We earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for our sins.
We grieve to think of them.
Their burden is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us, gracious Father!
Forgive us our sins for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that we may serve You in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of Your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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THE KYRIE ELESION (LORD HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy
office I forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

HYMN: #41 “LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY”
THE COLLECT
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON — GENESIS 22:1–18
1Some

time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, “Abraham!”
Abraham answered, “I am here.”
2God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the
land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains there,
the one to which I direct you.”
3Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his
young men with him, along with Isaac his son. Abraham split the wood for the burnt
offering. Then he set out to go to the place that God had told him about. 4On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.
5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will
go on over there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham
took the wood for the burnt offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. He took the
firepot and the knife in his hand. The two of them went on together.
7Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?”
He said, “I am here, my son.”
He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?”
8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
So the two of them went on together. 9They came to the place that God had told him
about. Abraham built the altar there. He arranged the wood, tied up Isaac his son,
and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10Abraham stretched out his hand and
took the knife to slaughter his son.
11The Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!”
Abraham said, “I am here.”
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. For now I
know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.”
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13Abraham

looked around and saw that behind him there was a ram caught in the
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. 14Abraham called the name of that place “The LORD Will
Provide.” So it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”
15The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said,
“I have sworn by myself, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will bless you greatly, and I will multiply
your descendants greatly, like the stars of the sky and like the sand on the seashore.
Your descendants will take possession of the city gates of their enemies. 18In your
seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

THE GRADUAL
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THE EPISTLE — ROMANS 8:31–39
31What

then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us?
he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will
he not also graciously give us all things along with him?
33Who will bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies!
34Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, more than that, was
raised to life, is the one who is at God’s right hand and who is also interceding for us!
35What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or distress or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36Just as it is written:
For your sake we are being put to death all day long.
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither
things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 39neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
32Indeed,

THE SEQUENCE
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THE HOLY GOSPEL — MARK 1:12–15
12The

Spirit immediately sent Jesus out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and
angels were serving him.
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God. 15“The time is fulfilled,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near! Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE HYMN #252:1-2,5-6 “I WALK IN DANGER ALL THE WAY”
THE SERMON – MARK 1:12-15

JESUS FOUGHT THE BATTLE OF
GOOD AGAINST EVIL

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the Church and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God and Father, we thank You for all Your goodness and tender mercies,
especially for the gift of Your dear Son, through whom You have revealed Your grace.
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We pray that You would plant Your Word in our hearts that we may cling to it in faith
and bear much fruit in well doing.
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
P:

Strengthen and defend You Church, that by Your Word and Sacraments faith may
grow and love toward all increase. Guide and protect all who spread abroad the light
of Your truth throughout the world. Bless the schools, colleges, and seminaries of
the Church that they may send forth laborers to serve You in the ministry of Your
Word, in the ministry of mercy, and in all godly walks of life. Let the light of Your
Word shine continually in our homes. Keep the children of the Church in the grace
of their Baptism, and grant that all entrusted with their care may bring them up in
true faith and obedience to Your will.

C: Let all rejoice who trust in You, let them shout for joy because You defend them.
P:

Guide and bless all lawful authority, especially our President, the Congress, and the
Governor and legislators of this state. Give them wisdom and sound judgment, that
justice may prevail and wickedness be hindered and punished.

C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our Helper!
P:

We commend to Your care all who are in trouble, want, sickness or any other
adversity, especially those who are suffering for Your name and Your truth. Comfort
them, O God, with Your Holy Spirit, that in all their afflictions they may acknowledge
Your fatherly will and rejoice in Your gracious and speedy deliverance.

C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your name.
P:

Let Your blessing rest on seed time and harvest, on commerce and industry, on
medicine and science; sanctify the arts and culture, the rest and leisure of Your
people. Protect all who travel, and care for all whose labor is difficult or dangerous.
Bless all who in their daily calling endeavor to do Your will, and give them the
assurance that their work is pleasing in Your sight.

C: Blessed are You, O Lord, for You have not turned away from our prayer!
(Special intercessions may be added)
P:

Protect our bodies and souls from all harm and danger; support us in our last hour
with Your mercy; and finally admit us into Your eternal joy, to love and serve You in
the blessed company of Your saints and angels forevermore; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now
and forever. Amen.

C: The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite
spirit. The righteous cry out and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their
troubles.
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all. Amen.

HYMN: “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS”
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CW #411

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1820-86, alt. Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER.
THE COLLECT OF THANKS
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
C: We than You, Lord God the Father,
that You have given us Your only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish
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but have everlasting life.
We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ,
that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins,
and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions.
We thank You, Lord the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith,
that we know of nothing to trust for our salvation,
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
O God, grant us Your grace,
that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven
for the sake of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit,
that in the power of our Redeemer’s death,
we may day by day put off sin,
and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ,
until we see Him face to face in life eternal.
We ask it all in Christ’s name. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon  you and give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN #262 “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Organist: Patrick Ernst; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Announcements
This week at Peace:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM
5:30 PM
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday
Saturday
Sunday:

9:00 AM
4:45 PM
4:00 PM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
12:00 PM
10:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:45 AM

Important upcoming events:
February
Lenten Meals
March 9th

Divine Service
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service
CROSSED Youth Group Movie Night
NO Youth Choir Rehearsal
NO High School Choir Rehearsal
Solid Grounds Bible Study
Congregation Night at MVL Basketball games
Catechism class
Lenten Meal
Lenten Divine Service
Adult Choir Rehearsal after service
Financial Peace University
Red Cross Blood Drive, 12-5PM
Writers’ Group Meeting
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class, CROSSED Youth
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Group 4 – Refreshments; Group 2 – Greeters
2/21 – Group 2; 2/28 – Group 3; 3/7 – Group 4;
3/14 – Group 5; 3/21 – Group 6
Family Night – Chili Cook-off, 6:00 PM

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”
Baptized at the 10:45 service this morning is Margaret Faye, daughter of Josh
and Alison Wierschke, who was born on February 3rd. Sponsors are Michael and
Megan Enstad. May God strengthen Margaret to live in her baptismal grace all
the days of her life.
13

CROSSED Youth Group Movie Night – tonight, February 18th, at 5:30pm.
Pizza, snacks and drinks will be provided.
Please RSVP at
crossed@peacemankato.com. Movie: The Incredibles.
Congregation Night for MVL Boys Basketball – Tuesday, February 20th. The
C Squad game starts at 4:45, the Junior Varsity game at 6:00pm, followed
immediately by the Varsity game at 7:00. Complimentary tickets are on the
secretary’s desk and can be picked up there. Your ticket not only gets you into
the game, it entitles you to a half-time treat courtesy of MVL's Mission
Advancement Office. Simply hold onto your ticket after entering the game and
present it at the table outside the gym doors at halftime for your complimentary treat.
The need is great! There will be a Red Cross blood drive at Peace on
Friday, February 23rd, from 12:00-5:00 PM. Please call 1-800-733-2767 or
visit redcrossblood.org and enter: PEACENOKNATO to schedule an appointment.
Calling All Writers! – The writers' group meeting will be held Saturday,
February 24, at 10 AM here at Peace. Critique writings, share resources,
overcome writer's block, have fun, and commiserate with your fellow writers!
Come and go as you please. All genres welcome, fiction and nonfiction. If you are
interested in joining this new writers' group, please contact Jessie Fries at jfries@blc.edu.
Attention all members – the Lenten season is upon us and each group
will be providing one Lenten meal. Thank you to Group 1 for the delicious
meal last Wednesday! Group 2 is this Wednesday, group 3 following, and
so forth. Each member family is included in a group. Please respond with a “Yes, I will
help” when contacted by your group leader. If you don’t know which group you are in,
please contact Sergio – ssalgado@blc.edu.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers are working hard on their play, Oobleck
by Dr. Seuss. We thank parents for helping children with their lines. If anyone
could lend a child’s violin for our play, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. Our Annual
Open House will be Tuesday, March 20, 6-8 p.m. If you could help at the craft table,
registration table, face-painting, or would like to bring food or help with games and
centers, please call Joslyn at 385-7752. Call early if you would like to register.
Good News for Your News Feed! – Peace Devotions are video devotions with
a focus on the gospel. These short videos are posted daily to Facebook and
YouTube. If you follow Peace Lutheran Church or the ELS on Facebook, you may
already see these videos in your feed. Devotions are from pastors in the ELS, (you
probably know them.) We provide full text transcripts for each devotion on the Peace
Devotions blog and will soon offer an option to receive these devotions in email form.
Visit PeaceDevotions.com for transcripts, links to social media, or to sign up for emails.
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A new church pictorial directory is being put together. Denice Woller
has agreed to take the picture for us at no charge (however, if you wish, you
may order copies of your pictures from Denice). We need everyone to
participate to make this a success. Please sign-up at https://familyphoto.youcanbook.me
and select the time that works best for you. There are sign-up sheets on the cabinet in
the narthex if you wish to sign-up that way. You can also call Karen at 385-1386 on M-F
8-4 to sign-up.
Men’s Morning Bible Study moved to Peace
Our men’s bible study has gotten off to a great start, however, we are moving
location. This study meets on the first and third Fridays of the month. Our
next gathering will be on Friday, March 2nd, at 6:30am, but at Peace.
Breakfast will be provided and a free will offering will be taken to cover the cost. For
more information contact Pastor Moldstad.
We are in need of more people to help with communion preparation. If you
are interested in more information or would like to join us, please contact
Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
Last week at Peace: Sunday
327
Wednesday
156
Offerings to the Lord’s work here at Peace: $10,264.36
To watch our services live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start automatically when it is live
(8:30AM). For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and
you can choose which service you wish to watch. We are currently only
streaming and recording during the 8:30 service.

Proclaim the Wonders God Has Done: 1918–2018
The third “father” of the Synod was the Rev. Ulrik Vilhem Koren. He
served Washington Prairie Lutheran Church (near Decorah, Iowa). He is
remembered as the “theologian” of the Synod. In 1884, he wrote “An
Accounting” to the congregations of the Synod stating the Synod’s
doctrinal position. He also wrote the hymn “Ye Lands, to the Lord Make
a Jubilant Noise.”
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Midweek Lenten Services
Lent is a special time in the church year when the church focuses on Jesus’ Passion and
on our own sins which brought him to the cross. The Lutheran Church has traditionally
offered special midweek Lenten Services during this season. Join us for this special
opportunity to once again follow Jesus on the road to the cross and to consider all he
endured for us. Peace offers the following midweek services:

Join
Us
For
Supper!

Midweek Lenten services
are held Wednesdays at 6:30pm.

Lenten suppers will be
served from 5:15-6:15PM
every Wednesday during
the Lenten season. We
have awesome cooks in
our congregation – come
and enjoy the food and
fellowship!

The theme is

“The Sounds of Lent — ”
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21

The Splashing of the Water
The Shouting of the Crowd
The Wailing of the Women
The Crowing of the Rooster
The Clinking of the Coins

Events at Bethany Lutheran College
Wed., Feb. 21, 8 pm in YFAC Theater - The Legacy Show is a multimedia concert of music
by African American composers performed by violinist Tami Lee Hughes and pianist Byron
Burford-Phearse. The program features classical music infused with a variety of styles,
including spirituals, blues, gospel, hip-hop, and jazz. Poems and visual media provide
deeper context for this concert experience. $10 tickets at the door, and online at
blc.edu/legacyshow.
Thurs. Feb. 22 at 7 pm in the YFAC gallery - art lecture and reception featuring portraiture
by Reed White, on display through March 27.
Sun., Feb. 25, 2 pm talk, 3 pm recital in Trinity Chapel - Wayne Lu is founder and president
of "Veritas Musica Publishing" out of Eldora, IA, and brings his expertise as a businessman,
composer, and performer to BLC on Sun., Feb. 25. The recital begins with a presentation
about music publishing at 2 pm, followed by a 3 pm performance on the horn,
accompanied by Dr. Bethel Balge.
Tues., Feb. 27 at 7 pm in Trinity Chapel - New Music Recital, featuring works written and
performed by BLC students.
Thurs., March 1 at 6:30 pm in Trinity Chapel - The Bethany Lutheran College Concert
Band, directed by Benjamin Faugstad, performs an exciting concert before heading out
on band tour. All are welcome!
16

