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DECEMBER 24, 2016

CHRISTMAS EVE

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.
Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold
Him in all His glory in the life to come; through Your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father, the Creator of Light,
In the name of the Son, the Light of the world,
In the name of the Holy Spirit, the one who enlightens our hearts.
C: Amen.

THE OPENING HYMN #114 “ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY”
CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name. Let us
confess our sins:
C: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things Judge of the
world: We confess that we have sinned against Your divine majesty by thought,
word, and deed, provoking Your wrath against us. We earnestly repent and are
heartily sorry for our sins. We grieve to think of them. Their burden is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us, gracious Father! Forgive us our sins for the sake of Your Son
Jesus Christ. Grant that we may serve You in newness of life, to the honor and glory
of your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
P: Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to His promise, is slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. By the command of Christ and the authority of my holy
office, I forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

THE VERSICLES – (SPOKEN)
P: Unto us the Christ is born:
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him.
P: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. We have seen His glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
C: Full of grace and truth.
P: Christ the Lord, our Savior, everlasting God and Mary's Son:
C: We praise Thee evermore.
P: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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THE ANNUNCIATION
THE PSALM – PSALM 111
P: Praise the LORD. I will thank the LORD with all my heart in the assembly of the upright
and in the congregation.
C: Great are the deeds of the LORD. They are studied by all who delight in them.
P: Glorious and majestic is his work, and his righteousness stands forever.
C: He has set up a memorial to his wonders. Gracious and compassionate is the LORD.
P: He gives food to those who fear him. He remembers his covenant forever.
C: He has declared the power of his deeds to his people, to give them the nations as
their possession.
P: The works of his hands are truth and justice. All his precepts are trustworthy,
C: steadfast for ever and ever, done in truth and uprightness.
P: He sent redemption for his people. He commanded his covenant forever.
C: Holy and awesome is his name.
P: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.
C: All who do his precepts have good understanding. His praise stands forever.

THE HYMN #144:1-4 “THY LITTLE ONES, DEAR LORD, ARE WE”
verse 1 – All;
verse 2 – Women;
verse 3 – Men;
verse 4 – All

THE LESSON – LUKE 1:26-35
26In

the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among
women.”
29But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of
greeting this could be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you
have found favor with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and
you are to name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.”
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34Mary

said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God.
35The

THE HYMN #113:1-2 “A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER”
THE NATIVITY
THE PSALM – PSALM 2
P: Why do the nations rage? Why do the peoples grumble in vain?
C: The kings of the earth take a stand, and the rulers join together against the LORD
and against his Anointed One.
P: “Let us tear off their chains and throw off their ropes from us.”
C: The one who is seated in heaven laughs. The Lord scoffs at them.
P: Then he speaks to them in his anger, and in his wrath he terrifies them.
C: “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy mountain.”
P: I will proclaim the decree of the LORD. He said to me: “You are my Son. Today I have
begotten you.
C: Ask me, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance and the ends of the earth
as your possession.
P: You will smash them with an iron rod. You will break them to pieces like pottery.”
C: So now, you kings, do what is wise. Accept discipline, you judges of the earth.
P: Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
C: Kiss the Son, or he will be angry, and you will be destroyed in your way, for his
wrath can flare up in a moment. How blessed are all who take refuge in him.

THE HYMN #137 “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”
THE LESSON – LUKE 2:1-7
1In

those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria.
3And everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and family line of David. 5He went
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to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was pledged to him in marriage and was
expecting a child.
6And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

THE HYMN #119 “AWAY IN A MANGER”
THE ADORATION
THE PSALM – PSALM 98
P: Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.
C: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
P: The LORD has made his salvation known.
C: He has revealed his righteousness to the eyes of the nations.
P: He has remembered his mercy and his faithfulness to the house of Israel.
C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
C: Break out in joyful song! Make music!
P: Make music to the LORD with the lyre,
C: with the lyre and the sound of music.
P: With trumpets and the sound of the ram’s horn
C: shout for joy before the King, the LORD.
P: Let the sea roar, and everything that fills it,
C: the world, and all who live in it.
P: Let the rivers clap their hands.
C: Let the mountains sing for joy together before the LORD,
P: for he comes to judge the earth.
C: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with fairness.
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ADULT CHOIR “THE FIRST NOEL”

ARR. LLOYD LARSON

The first Noel, the angel did say,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the East, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. (repeat)
© 2005 Hope Publishing Company, Carol stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

THE LESSON – LUKE 2:8-15
8There

were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all
people: 11Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.
12And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the
heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward mankind.”
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.”

THE HYMN #154:1-4 “TO SHEPHERDS AS THEY WATCHED BY NIGHT”
THE LESSON – LUKE 2:16-20
16So

they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told
about this child. 18And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to
them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

THE HYMN #125 “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”
7

THE SERMON – LUKE 2:8-14

THE ANGEL ANNOUNCED THAT
YOUR SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

8

THE CHRISTMAS COLLECT
P: O God, as You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light, grant, we pray, that we who have known the mysteries of that Light here on
earth may come to the fullness of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
(Pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle, for we only have light and life from Christ. The ushers
will then light their candles from his candle and proceed to light the candles of the congregation, row by
row. Remember: Be sure to tip your unlit candle into the lit candle to avoid spilling hot wax! After all the
candles are lit, the sanctuary lights will be turned off.)

THE CLOSING HYMN #140 “SILENT NIGHT”

Verse 1 & 4 – Congregation & Choir
Verse 2 & 3 – Choir;

1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
4. Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
By Franz Gruber
Arr. Paul Sjolund
Copyright © 1982 by WALTON MUSIC CORPORATION. International Copyright Secured.
All rights reserved.

(Please extinguish your candle)
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
The Adult Choir; Soloist: Tammy Kammerer; Director: Eric Harstad;
Accompanist: Amanda Madson; Flute: Kiara Riehl;
Organist: Katie Hartwig; The ushers.
To God be the Glory!

To our Peace family,
We wish you all God’s richest blessings as we celebrate
the birth of His Son. We give Him thanks for you and for
the many blessings He has poured out on us through you!
Merry Christmas,
The Hartwig Family
The Moldstad Family
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Poinsettia from:
Jason & Carla DeWitt (2)
Marc & Kristine Flygare
Paul & Terri Fries
Elizabeth Halvorson
Adie & Helen Harstad (4)
Mark & Donna Hensel
Rachel Hermanson (2)
Jeff & Alison Huber
Richie & Gina Kammer (2)
Jeff & Tina Kotulski (4)
Elisa Londgren
Jon & Michele Moldstad
Daniel Mundahl (4)
Phil & Becky Novak Family
Todd & Ruth Olsen (2)
Bob & Marilyn Paulsen (2)
David & Justine Schrader (2)

Tom & Connie Schulz (4)

Annalise Tecken (4)
Larry & Stephanie Wentzlaff
Marnie Werner (2)

In memory of:

Paul Simmerman
Lowell Klukas, David Tiefel
Our parents and siblings
Virgil & Sylvia Prahl
Karl Hermanson, Ralph Olson
Kathy Huber
Helen Weckwerth, LeRoy Petzel
Mildred A. Smiley
Jeff Londgren
Karla Worden
Palmer & Joyce Mundahl
Lois Bruns
Our Parents
Grandparents
Jerald & Kathleen Hiller,
Traff & Julie Hubert,
George & Pat Russell
Walter & Viola Schulz,
Ervin & Berdina Wrucke,
Helen Wrucke, Wayne Wrucke
Lawrence L. Wentzlaff
Robert N. Shively
John & Lydia Werner
Herman & Ida Preus

Keith & Joni Wiederhoeft (2)

In honor of:
Tom & Cindy Chopp
Ron & Jeanne Lorensberg (2)
J. Kincaid & Carolyn Smith

Our Children & Grandchildren
Our parents
Family

You may take your plant(s) home after Christmas. There is a list in the sacristy of who ordered which
plants. There are also plant sleeves to protect them, both sizes. Thank you for helping beautify the
sanctuary this Christmas season.
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