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Divine Service 
Sunday – 8:30 & 10:00 AM; Wednesday – 6:30 PM  

 

JUNE 2, 2019 ASCENSION SUNDAY 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives 
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to 
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

PARENT’S ROOM 
A room is available if your little one needs a moment.  It is the first room on the right 
as you walk into the church building.  Sound and video are piped into the room to 
enable you to hear and see the service.  Changing tables are in both restrooms. 

FACILITIES 
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side. 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users.  To use, 
please switch your hearing aid to “T.” 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before 
the service.  Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord Jesus, King of glory, 40 days after your resurrection You ascended far above the 
heavens and at God’s right hand You rule the nations.  Leave us not alone, we pray, 
but grant us the Spirit of truth that at Your command and by Your power we may be 
Your witnesses in all the world; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD” 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Rite 1, p. 41 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to 

hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
us for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

HYMN #392   “ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD” 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:  
  We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and 

born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended 
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect 
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity. 

  Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your 
holy justice and of everlasting death.  Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should 
hate in every way as long as we live. 

  O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly 
goodness.  According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only-
begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 
for our justification: 

  Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts 
to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the 
forgiveness of all our sins.  We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 
offended against us.  We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness.  Help us, O God, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)  
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THE ABSOLUTION  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: 
  Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

  Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all 
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

HYMN #55:1, 5   “CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” 

THE SALUTATION 

 

THE COLLECT 
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

 

THE LESSON – ACTS 1:1-11 
1I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and 

teaching 2until the day he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After he had suffered, he presented himself 
alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period 
of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God. 
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4Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. 5For 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” 

6So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when 
you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 

9After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. 
Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go 
into heaven.” 

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 1:16-23 
16I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep 

praying that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing Christ fully. 18I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope to which he has called you, 
just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, 19and just how surpassingly 
great his power is for us who believe. 20It is as great as the working of his mighty 
strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule, authority, power, and 
dominion, and above every name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. 22God also placed all things under his feet and made him head over 
everything for the church. 23The church is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 24:44-53 
P: The Holy Gospel for the Ascension of Our Lord is written in the 24th chapter of the 

Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 44th verse. 

44He said to them, “These are my words, which I spoke to you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the Psalms.” 
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45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them, 
“This is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49Look, 
I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 

50He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken 
up into heaven. 52So they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53They were continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

 

 

THE CREED 
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ,  
 His only Son, our Lord;  
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell; 
 The third day He rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church,  
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 the Communion of Saints, 
 the Forgiveness of sins,  
 the Resurrection of the body, 
 and the Life  everlasting.  

 

HYMN #389:1-4   “A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING” 

THE SERMON – LUKE 24:44-53  READY TO SAY GOODBYE 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 

P: Look in mercy upon Your Church.  Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth.  May Your 
Word be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered.  Grant 
unto Your Church faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall 
live according to Your will.  Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door 
of faith unto all unbelievers and unto the people of Israel.  In mercy remember the 
enemies of Your Church and grant to them repentance unto life. 

C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 

P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel.  Prosper what 
is good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose.  Protect and 
bless Your servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, 
our judges and magistrates and all in authority.  Fit them for their high calling by the 
gift of Your Spirit of wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and reverence. 

C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy!  Lord be our helper. 
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P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of 
the orphan.  Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful (especially our brother, 
James Londgren, who broke his leg and is recovering after a recent bike accident, and 
Elizabeth Anderson, the mother of Karen Wold, who continues to be hospitalized 
following complications with a recent back surgery).  Graciously help those who are 
assaulted by the devil and who are in peril of death.  Be the strength of those who 
are suffering for the sake of Christ’s holy name.  Grant that we may live together in 
peace and prosperity.  Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us 
with upright Christian counsel in all that we undertake. 

C: O Lord, be with all in trouble.  Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 

P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You 
have bought with a great price.  Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the 
unity of Your holy love.  Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may 
be brought up in Your fear.  At Your table give to those who there commune with 
You peace and life everlasting. 

C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 

P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  When 
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the 
last day, a resurrection to Your glory. 

C: Amen.  Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit  be with you all. 

THE OFFERING 
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in 

this community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this 

offering which supports our ministry. 

“And my God will meet your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 
 Philippians 4:19 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

HYMN #390:1-2   “LOOK, O LOOK, THE SIGHT IS GLORIOUS” 
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THE COLLECT 
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have 

given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your 
Christian Church. We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive 
Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it and ever increase in Christian 
faith, and hope, and love, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, 
Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace. 
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THE CLOSING HYMN   “RISE, PRAY, ASCEND THE MOUNTAIN” 
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Text:  Bernard of Cluny, 12th century         Tune, Setting:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, alt. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.  
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THE CLOSING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You 

would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened 
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who served in our service today: 
Flute: Kiara Riehl, Rachel Olsen; Cello: Eric Harstad; Piano: Laura Harstad; 

Ushers: 1st – Matt Riehl, Josh Ringen; 2nd – Rob Pipal, Sergio Salgado; 
Organist: Crystal Foslien.  

To God be the Glory! 
 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 

 
 
 
 

Announcements          
This week’s schedule, June 2 – 9: 
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:00 AM Divine Service  
 9:30 AM Children’s Summer Music @ Peace 
Wednesday: 6:30 PM Divine Service  
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:00 AM Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Important upcoming events: 
June  Group 1 – Refreshments 
June 10-13 9:00 AM VBS 
June 14-16  Lutheran Pioneer Camps 
June 21 6:00 PM ELS/WELS Singles Cookout 
June 23-27  Evangelical Lutheran Synod Convention @ BLC 
June 30 11:00 AM Annual Voter’s Meeting 
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Baptized during the second service this morning is Westley Leland Michels, son of 
Jerrid & Danae Michels, who was born on May 19th.  Sponsors are Ryan & Alissa Brixius.  
May God strengthen Westley to live in his baptismal grace all the days of his life.  
 

Lutheran Pioneer Camps are June 14-16 for Boys and Girls from K to 
12th grade.  Information is on the bulletin board by the office. 

Softball season is here!  The game on Monday, June 3rd, is at 6:15pm at 
Caswell Park, field 5.  Any questions, please contact Chris Harstad at 
harstadck@gmail.com, cell: 507-351-9988.   

Children's Summer Music @ Peace – All Sunday School kids are invited 
to keep singing this summer!  Mike Madson will be leading children's music 
between services from 9:30-9:50 a.m., starting June 2nd. 

ELS & WELS Singles Cookout - All area ELS/WELS Lutheran Singles, age 21+, are invited 
to meet at Peace Lutheran in North Mankato on June 21st at 6pm for a cookout and 
outdoor fun (weather permitting, otherwise we will meet indoors). Burgers and brats will 
be provided and we will have S’mores. Bring a side dish to share, any games you would 
like to play, and a chair! Please RSVP at tinyurl.com/peacecookout if you can come. We 
look forward to seeing you there. 

VBS Donations - The craft department for VBS is looking for wood scraps! We are 
looking for wooden squares at least 1/2 inch thick and with a dimension of at least 8x8, 
but no larger than 10x10. We need about 40 of them. If you are able to help please contact 
Joni Moldstad as soon as possible at (507)382-8227. They are needed by next Sunday, 
June 9th.  

Church Outside? - It’s been a tradition of ours here at Peace to host outdoor services 
during the summer. This summer will be no different. Our first outdoor services are 
scheduled for Sunday, June 16th at 8:30am and 10am. Please bring lawn chairs for you 
and your family to assist with seating. 

The Art/Furnishings committee is looking for artists to include in their 
rotating gallery near the coffee corner.  If you are an artist and would like to 
display your work for 3-5 months, we'd love to work with you.  We are looking 

for inspiringly Christian/Biblical themes.  If you are interested, you can contact Melissa 
Vandermause at 507-380-7867 or missy@galleriavivid.com. 

Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards) 
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 7th to 12th  
LYA Convention (9th - 12th grade) at BLC, July 25th - 28th. Register at www.els.org/lya19.  
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA) 

mailto:harstadck@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/peacecookout
mailto:missy@galleriavivid.com
http://www.els.org/lya19
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Do you have piano skills?  Use your talents to accompany the choir!  
Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, and the choir sings twice a month on 
average.  Questions? Interested?  Contact the Music Coordinator, Laura 
Harstad, at musik23@hotmail.com. 

This summer, join the M.O.M.s study group at the park!  All are 
welcome to join us Thursday mornings for our summer park playdates 
beginning Thursday, June 6.  Park playdates are come and go, from 9-noon, 
and you are welcome to pack a lunch and picnic if you like.  Thursday mornings 
in June, we will be at Alexander Park.  Thursdays in July, we will be at Sibley 

Park.  It is a chance to get the kids out to play, and the parents to connect with other 
Christian parents.  Dads welcome, too!  If raining, the playdate is cancelled.  We hope to 
see you there!  Questions?  Email Heidi Graham at heidijennifergraham@gmail.com. 
 

Last week at Peace:    Sunday 257 
             

To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming.  The 
service will start automatically when it is live (8:30AM).  For recorded services, go 
to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch. 

Host Parents Needed – MVL is looking for families who would be willing to host 
international students for the 2019-20 school year.  Students typically arrive in mid-
August and stay with the host family until the end of May.  Compensation for host families 
is provided.  Contact the MVL office at 507.354.6851 or MVL's Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, at 
tplath@mvlhs.org for more information. 

Camp VBS: Building God’s House – Mt. Olive’s VBS is June 17-20, 8:15am – 12:00pm, 
for Pre-K (4 by Sept 1) to 4th grade (Fall of 2019).  Registration is required no later than 
June 2nd, at http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/camp-vbs/ 

Cross Train: Leadership Through Service -  Mt. Olive’s Conference for Tweens, open 
to all 5th and 6th graders (Fall of 2019). Tuesday, June 25th, 7:45am – 5:30pm.  Register by 
June 2nd, at http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/crosstrain/ 

 

mailto:musik23@hotmail.com
mailto:tplath@mvlhs.org
http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/camp-vbs/
http://www.mtolivelutheran.org/crosstrain/

